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JLHIS Novel is one of the newest and most modem now 
extant J and is out of the common tra>ch of Novel writing : 
it is an attempt to unite the various merits and graces of 
the ancient romance and modern novel ; andj like history^ 
represents human nature as real life. To attain this end^ 
there is required a degree of the marvellous to excite the 
attention^ and real manners of life to give an air of pro-- 
bdbility to the workj and to engorge the heart in its behalf. 
The characters are admirably drawn and supported; tha 
diction polished and elegant ; and the whole so closely con-" 
nected, as to keep the imagination of the reader continu-* 
ally alive to the subject before him. 

ITius mankind are naturally pleased with what gratis 
fies their vanity ; and vanity^ like all other passions of 
the human heart, may be rendered subservient to good 
and useful purposes. 

The reader is not^' therefore, confused with the associ^ 
ation of truth with fiction, although fiction is the basis 
of the story. The passion that awakefis and gives energy 
to life, is alone painted in those colours which Aurora. 
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PREFACE. 
es to the morning, when all animated nature wSfu 
feast on tke luxuriant fruits tf Summer, when alt^ 
ecstasy, harmony, and joy. 

" Venal orators, wJm are dismfi«/wd with their otA 
situation, ever discover either vice or error in the »u 
meritorious performances.^' This production is aubmitn 
to tke candour of a generous public, who ever censuf 
vnth lenity, and reward with liberality. 

It seemed to me that it was possible to compose a u 
upon the same plan, wherein these defects might be a 
ed; and the keepiti|;, «« m painting, miffht be preservit 
But then I began to fear it might happen to me a 
tain translators and imitators of Shakespeare — th 
may be preserved while thespirit is evaporated: horeever, 
I ventured the attempt, and read it to a circle of friend* 
of approi-ed judgment. 




of those pnli 
with whii.U lb< 
wliuae despolic sway 



CHAPTER I. 



Tke Seminary- 



semiiiarii 
of Lond 
illilD ihe 



!• 

I Wit one or those polite seminaries devoted to fcmnle rastructioD, 
n abouiirl, lived Mi»9 Brid^wel), 
Irniils of lit'T own jurisificlion, 
was cerrainly equal lo ibal of the raosi potent monareh in the 
o'tvihzed world, not excepiiiig the great Sapokoa himself. Her 
word was taw— Aer nod vt«.i fate — and htr approbation or dis- 
pleasure settled the degree of consequence enjoyed bj every 
individual tbal approacbed her. Mi^s Bridewell had been many 
yeurs a preceptress of youth; so many yenrs, that she began to 
eniermiii thoughts of changing her appellation of courtesy fr"m 
JHiM to Mrt. Still, however, ibis ariangemenr was dilayed, and 
the juvenle lille was now the only remains of youthful preten- 
sioim. — With increase of years, however, Miis Bridewell bad the 
cotisulalion of eojoiiiig a propnrliutiate iiirrease of fortune, 
When she made her first debut as a governess, it was in a small 
bouse at Bfoinpton, where a larg;e bnard disclosed hers to be a 
boarding school for young ladies. Her lalrnls as a schooluiislress, 
however, soon raised her from ibis honourable staiiun, and she 
opened Cannondah House uilh all the eclat of mi'deni splendour. 
Still, however, amungsi ibe numcnms scliolais that crowded her 
highly esteemed Seminary, some plebeian sovia would creep in. 
Scarcely could the iii-meuse sums their parents puid for iheir 
educatinii reconcile the stalely Miss Bridewell to the degtatlation 
tdmiltiug them iulo hei circle. The happy lime al length 
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BrttveJ, in which ibe flouriatiing slate of Mias Bridewell's finances'' 
enuhled licr to f'lrm un eitalilishment upon more exalled princi- 
ples. CaRDonddk Hnuee was let Mt an enormous premium, be- 
sides an exorbitant rrni, to a govemesji of a aubotdinaie degree, 
wbo w;is glad of an opportunity (if Irtading in llie successful iileps 
of hrr predecessor, and wbiise soul had not ytt risen above ibe 
profitable task of teaching ihe clnldren of ambitioui tradctmen. 
The soaring mind of Miss Bridewell was nol, however, so easily 
contented. Ladies uf title, or ai least of liigh family, were alone 
the object of her attention ; and tbe name of establishment was 
given to ber seminar;^, as having a grander sound, and bellel 
suited to ber exalted ideas. Indeed, ever sitice the ealablislinient 

of the P of Wales, every petty family's arraugenient has 

assumed ibiit dignified appellation amongst the sons and daughters 
of ton. We all know, however, that there are many people of 
bigh rank, wbo are straitened in iheir circumslanceB, and whose 
samta, although they may bestow eclat, will not support expense. 
Miss Biidcwell soon found tbis, and il induced ber to admit a 
few rich heireasea, as a great favour, into the happy group that 
formed ber rstabltakment ; and as sbe was a true disciple of the 
world, she bestowed her favours, which cost bet nothing, ia 
proporlioB as she received those from her pupils, that cost k 
great deal. The liouse Miss Brideutll inhabited was spacieua 
and elegant, and poisessed all tbe requisites of moderrj refinement. 
A boudoir, that indispensable apartraeni lor a real fine lady ; a 
drawing room, diuiug pailour, with breakfast parlour and study, 
were the apartments devoted to the use uf the governess ; whilst 
a very spacious room, to which sbe had given the appropriate 
lillc of ' la salle lies $ciences,' was occupied by ihe young ladies 
during their huuis of improvement. Tbe house itself stood iii « 
shrubbery, with a velvet lawn before the door. The windows 
were on the French coualiuction, and adorned by virandas, whilst 
(be must eabtly display of orange trees, and other exolies of the 
rarest kind, gave the coup Wail lo the entrance of ' Mt/rtle 
Grave.' as this retreat of the muses was poetically denominated. 
The decorations of the house, in the inside, vntit in a style of 
elegance that corresponded with its outward appearance ; and every 
article of furniture which has been invented to indulge the luxury, 
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or gratify the pride of ibis age of telinement, were lliere aasero- 
blt'd, to prove al once ihe lasle and opulence of Ihe proprietor. — 
Could il be possible for pride (o be bappy. Miss Bridewell must 
have been ao, but il it well known by every common observer, 
Ihsl Ibe gralifiualion of our passions never yel gave ibe bappitiess 
ir promised, and pride above all other feelings is the hardest to 
be salistied. Miss Bridewell was far from happy, for her hflughly 
temper was insatiable of tiomHge: and ooiwilhstanding slie sup- 
ported imperial diguity umongst her immediate dependania, she 
always felt that uneasiness inseparable from conscious unwortbi- 
ness, wbcnevtr she went into public. She fancied if she were 
iodependent sbe unnld be more respeeted, and deplored the 
Deceshily there was tor lier conlinuing the occupation ofgoveriieas 
so lojig after the aggrandiaeinent of her wishes had rendered every 
thing short of kaul-fon degrading to her inSdted pride. Her 
domestic eslablisbnient was on a very lurge scale : she had two 
men, a coachmaiij and a porter at ibe gsle, besides a proportion- 
ate number of female servants ; and this stalely parade was bc- 
eome so necessary to her existence, that it obliged ber to pursue 
that occupation which aloae could preserve it for her. Her 
avarice therefore incrensed wilb ber increasing fortune, and ren- 
dered her ibe ready tool of every person whose power or riches 
seemed to promise to assist in supportirig the consequence she 
prized so highly. Miss Bridewell, like other ladies who have 
ettabliahmente for education, had a limited number of pupils ; 
and as ber price was exuibiianl, the number was generally on Ibe 
deficit side of the qiiestion; and, nolwilhstamiiag ber constant 
boast of the mani/ applications sbe was obliged to refuse, she 



felt herself more frequently 
their multitude. 

During ihe Christmas vacatic 
from home on a visit al the hon 
pupils, the care of ber family 
lady who was styled sab-go 
Thb lady, whose name was Da.*s 
vourile with ber employer, becaui 



because of their properly than 

n 1708, Miss Bridewell being 
>f one of her right honourable 
i left to the inspection of the 

Ihe teaching department. 

had long been a great fa> 
er dispo-ilion was of that 



supple kind, that is eiiaclly suited to an intercourse with such 
imperious people as Miss Bridewell, whom she took care to Baiter 
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wtial can litis mean?' ' It menns, my tlear niailam, 
huiKtred pouiidi you were just wishing fur are There, at yourci 
iDaod.' Mrs. Dawsan llieii related the story of Fanfly's arrival, 
pfoduced the letter, and described the child as a perfect clietubin 
beauty, and > prodigy in sense. Her narrative was worded in B 
manner so well suited lo Miss Dridevrrll's particularities, thai it 
bad theelFect upon her mind tier narrnlor inieoded iishoidd. The 
■easouable supply of Iwo hundred pounds, at a momeut when it 
was so much wanted, hitd put lier into a good humour, and the 
artful manner in which the tale had been unfolded completed llie 
favouruble impression. Fanny was received at her Iftfe the next 
(Doming in the most gracious manner : Emily Barlowe was highly 
commended for baviug noticed the ' swret tUtlt creatart' as Miss 
Bridewell styled her new pupil ; and of course it became ihe order 
of ihe day al Myrtle Grove to make ' Fallierless Fanny' (as she 
lomelimes pathetically ctilled herself,) the fnvourite of all those 
who aspired lo lis lofty mistress's good graces. Every visitor was 
shown the ' lotelt/ girt,' and was told, with a signilitjanl nod, 
that time would prove tlie child to be somebody. Nercr was there 
B happier being than little Fanny; endowed by iirilnre with s 
aweet temper, and the most buoyant spirits, enjoying the favour 
of every creature that approached her, her tillle heart beat re- 
ipoasive to tbe blissful feelings of aSettiou and gratitude. Enii); 
Barlowe was, however, Ihe dearest object of'her infaoiile love, 
and ou ber gentle bosom ibe sweet prattler generally composed 
herself lo sleep, when llie hour of retirement arrived. To Emily, 
Fanny was now become Ihe eummum bonum of happiness, wbo 
lilkd up every moment of leisure with the delightful task of in- 
structing ber datling, lo wbom every accomplishment was imparted 
her tender age was capable of receiving. Lady Maria Trentliatn 
was very fond of Fanny too, and vied witli Emily Barlowe in ikA 
task of instructing ber; and such was the zeal of (he teachemj 
and sucb Ibe capacity of Ibe scholar, that ihe Utile favourite soon 
became a miracle of cleverness, and was ctled as mi example to 
girls twice her age, not only for applicBlion but acquirements. 

At tbe end of ibe Arst year. Miss Bridewell, who had depended 
upon tile annual two kundrtd. promi^ied in Fanny's recommen- 
datory Idler, fell herself extremely inconvenienced al ils not sp^ 
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peating; but when a second jear elspseil, aud no notice was 
taken either of the promise ot the child, her patience was en- 
tirely exhausted. Poor Fitony wus no longer a t'avoutitt, but a 
little troublesome brar, that had been imposed upon hercteduliry 
Lji some designing person, who, ftepeuding up^n the benevolence 
of her heart, imagined she would keep ibe child for nothing, 
when ouce it had got such bold o( her a&clion, as to make it 
painful to her to part with it; however, they would find ibem- 
srlves niislaUeo, for the was not a person to be imposed upon in 
that manner. Emily Barlowe, who was present when Miss Bride- 
well was veiiliug het spleen upon this irritating subject, thought 
to herself, ' Those who depend upon the benevolence afi/our heart, 
muit tiitd themselves mistaken,' ' I will get rid of the little 
troublesome impostor,' continued the incensed Miss Bridewell; 
' 1 am determined 1 will do so immediately. Nobody shall dare 
to treat me \a this manner with impunity, 1 will advertise the girl 
in the most popular uewspapers, and if thai expedient does not 
make her friends come forward, I will send the tkit tn the work« 
house, where she ought to have been sent at first, if Dawson had 
not been a fool.' ' My dear Miss Bridevvell,' said the amiable 
Emily, as soon as she could get in a word, ' my dear Miss Bride- 
well, kt me plead for ibis poor little innocent ; try one year more 
before jou have recourse la such severe measures. Fothaps the 
must fatal consequeuces may accrue to her unfortunate motbi-r, 
if yon should advertise the parlicntitrs of this mysterious story; 
and may prove ibc ultimate ruin of the dear child. If nobody comei 
forward in that lime, I will pay you the expenses of Ibis year of 
grace out of my own allowance ; and if you are determined to part 
with the lovely orphan, 1 will write to papa for permission to adopt 
her, and take her with me to Jamaica when I leave school.' Miss 
Bridewell knew her own interest too well to refuse such a request 
as (liefott'going. She arrogated considerable merit, however, in 
the concession, and Fatherless Fanny, as she was m>w generally 
denominated by her governess, wus permitted to remain at Myrtle 
Grove, Ibe cherished object of the benevolent Emily's affection, 
for the space of another year. 

That year elapsed tike the former two, and yet Fanny wis nut 
ciainied by auy friend, neither was any money remitted for her 
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support; and the gentle Rmil; was oblif^td to pay out of lin' 
allowance, the charge made by Miss Btiilewell for ihe last yemr. 
Tbis 3acri6ce of all the good girl's olhur exlra expenses was made 
with the most perfect good will, in favour of her little dnrling, 
ytt it was not rewarded with the satisfaction so beiieTulent an 
action was entitled lo ; for, alas! in answer to the puthetital 
letter ihe had sent (o her father, pleading the cause of the unfor- 
tunate orphan, she received one from her motlicr, couched Jii 
terms of high displeasure;— ' I have iulerccpteil the ridiculous 
letter yon addresied to your father,' said Mrs. Batlowe ; 'and 1 
consider it a lucky circumstance that il fell into my hands, as I 
know his sillj/ good nature would most lihely have led him to 
comply with jour romantic tequeit, I desire I may never hear 
of such B thing again. Adopt a child indeed! I fancy you will 
tind uies enough fur your fortune, when you gel il into your 
bands, without encumbering yourself with brats that are nothing 
to you. Caroline would never have thought of such u thing; I 
am sure she has too much prudence and good sense to encourage 
such ridiculous propensities. Hemember, girl, ' charily begins at 
home.' 

This severe iiijunclion was a cruel blow opoti the lender hearted 
Emily, who thus losl Ihe power of snatching her dear Fanny from 
the evils Ibat threatened her. The good girl well knew that ifshe 
could obtain her father's ear, her request would be granted ; bu| 
after this prohibition from her mother, she did not dare to risk 
another letter on the same subject. Only one year was now want- 
ing for the completion of the Miss Barlowes' education; they 
were then lo return lo Jamaica, and Emily consoled herself with 
the reQeclion, thai at least wlicri she saw her father, she should 
mplish her wishes respecting Fanny, if that dear 
girl should then stand in need of her assistance. Lady Maria 
Trenlham, who was Emily's particular friend, would gladly hare 
assisted her in maintaining Fanny ; but, alas, a profusion of lioe 
clothes, and an unnecessary display of ttiiikeis, besides a tiuly 
1 heart, was all the poor girl possessed. Any thing 
would have been granted her, indeed, by her indulgent mother, 
that did not rj^quire readif money, for of that pleasing article lliere 
could not be less iu any house (ban in that of Ihe noble Marquis 
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of Pelfrsfii'ld ; but poor Lady Maria knew it^was of no use lo offer 
any thing ih'>rt nr iht ready to Miss BtiJewell, who was alteaily 
u) Hnmkt's ease, namely— ' prow i« crammed,' 

The expeilknt of advertising tlie helpless Fanny was therefore 
adverted to by MUs Briiiew«ll| wUhnul farlhcr delay, to ibe no 
small rnncern of that lovely girl'a Juveoile pal ron esses, wh» daily 
mixed their tears together at (lie idea of their favourite being re- 
moved from their society. The fDlloMiiig is l)ie advertise me nl wi>iuh 
appeared in the most populur papers of llic day, reUlive to the 
forsaken Fanny, and which Miss Bridewell dictated herself. 
CHILD FOUND. 

Whereas some ill-minded Person or Persons left a liltle Gill at 
the house of Miss Bridewell, Myrtle Grove, three years ago, with 
an intention, no doubt, of defrauding that lady of the nminlrnance 
of the said child. Tliis is lo give notice, that unless the lnf->re- 
meniioned little Girl betaken away from Myrtle Grove, within one 
monlh from tlie dale Iiereof, she will be aenl la tlie Wurkbouae. 
The child answers to tlie name of Fanny. 




j1 Mhunderstanditis- 



iftD Ellincotjrt was a young nobleman of that ibougbtlcss 



Iiiiid, which is but loo often met with in tlas dissipated age, 
was addicted to every species of gaming, nut from naiural inclina- 
IJon, bat an acquired habit of idleness. His lurdsliip posseised 
abilities calculated lo shine in the senate, bad their latrnt powers 
been drawn (orlh by that best liiiislier of a giiud edutatinn — I 
meaiillie society of tlie wise and virluoiis. Instead of llial, how- 
ever, this young sprig of nobility bud been precipitated uilo tlu 
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vorl#x of extravagance an<l folty, by bit connexions a( colle 
so many of hia Rigbl Honourable cousins assailed bioi 
lempialions into wbicli ibey had long been initialed lliemselvcs^ 
(hat between precept and exani|ile, bis mind bei^ame perverrtd, 
and be fursuok Ibe paths of karning for lb»te of dissipation : and 
■oon prererred killing liinc, bv a thousand extravagant follies, to 
■he sober enjoynient of spending it in rational amusenienls, or 
valuable acquirements. At bis dtbut in Ibe great world Lord 
Ellincourt kept a stud of racehorses for llie sake of employment : 
two packs of bounds for Ihe same reason ; nod fur the same good 
motive, uben the pleasures of London confined him lo llie metro- 
polis for the season, (winter is nu longer in faibion,) be drove, willi 
the fury ofa JeAu, a tandem, dog-cart, % mail, and an inexplicable, 
lo the astonisbmeni of llie natives, and llie imminent danger of 
the sober foot passengers who cume in liis way, whilst Inking bis 
dashing round Ihrougli Bond-slreel, Pall MjII, St. JamesVetreel, 
and Piccadilly. Lord Ellincourt, like most men of fashion, had 
many/neourffes amongst the fair sex, bul few u).on whose lidelil; 
be could place much reliance. One exception, however, be had 
long been in possession of, who, aliliough a female, bad never for 
an instaut broken her failh. Some of bis favourites received his 
Inrdsbip according to the stale of hia finances, and smiled or 
frowned in proporlion lo the golden shower that fell into tlieir laps 
from bis bounty; but liU little Fan was invariable in the display 
of her affection, and lavished her caressei upon her beloved lord 
without considering whether he had bad a run of good or ill luck. 
His lordship was not ungrateful, and his regard for Tan was quite 
equal lo the affection she felt for him, nor did he ever Ibiiik himself 
happy when she was not by hi* side, Whithersorver he went, bis 
faithful friend went with him, and even partook of his bed-room ; 
but lest I should be supposed to be a retailer of scandalous anec- 
dotes, I must beg leave, in ibis place, lo inform my readers that 
poor Fan was a four-footed lady, and therefore the intimacy that 
Eubsisled between her and Lord Elliaeourt could reflect no dis- 
grace on either parly. A misfortune, however, hdppened, lliat 
disturbed Ibe happiness of this loving pair. Poor Fan was stolen 
tway, and every effort to find her proved ineffectual, although 
•dTcttisemcnta, offeiing large rewards, were inserted is all Ihe 
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papers. The loss or hia dear litlle favourite hud been tlie theme 
or Lurd Elliocourt's con versa lion for many neeks, and lii« gay 
coinpaninni began lo grow weary of llie subject. ' Wliat nonsense 
il IS,' aaid Colonel Ross to Sir Henry Ambersley,  (o be obliged lo 
lislen lo Elliucourl's lametitalions fur the loss of his lillle mongrel, 
every lime one mc'ts binj.' 

' Let's boax bim,' replied Sir Hfiiry, ' and cure bitn of ^iicli 
nonsensical prming.' * In what n)»nrier?' aiked his friend, 'I'll 
show jou/ replied Sir Henry, taking a newspaper ibat lay before 
lliem on the table, and pi<iiitiLigoul Miss Biidewell's adverlisemenl. 
•Bui what will llial do r again askeii Colonel Ross ; 'wiml noax 
can you make mf lba( stupid paragraph ?' ' You shall sve,' ao- 
swered Sir Henry : ' here comes Cllincourt, and I will put my 
scheme into execution iminedialely.' Lord Ellincourt entered the 
coffee raiim al the same inatatil, and coming up lo the two friends, 
Ite a»ked, with his uiual nonchalance, ' whnt newsl' ' Tde best 
iu the world,' replied Sit Henry; 'your little Fan is found.' 
' Tlie dt-uce she is: lint tell me, my dear fellow, the wheres, and 
the /laws, and aJl that' ' I'll read you the ad verlisement.' answered 
Sir Henry, taking the paper in his band and reading Miss Bride- 
tvell'a advertisement aluud, only snhatituling the word dog iu the 
place of child and girl, whenever they occurred, suppressing the 
dale, and concluding line, respecting the wortibouse, and adding 
a threat to bang Ihe poor animal, if not reclaimed within a month. 
* What a barbarian I' exclaimed Lurd Ellincourl, ' to talk of hang- 
tug poor litlle Fan. If she was to do it, I would burn the oid 
faggot. [ will drive down lliere directly. 1 know Mtrlle Grove 
iaunenarli/ well; I have bet^n there lo see the rrenibams, with my 
mother. A queer old figure ihat said governess is : I remember 
her well. 1 did not like her pkiz. May I he bamboozled the next 
Newmarket Meeting, if I dnn't scalp the old savage with my own 
hands, should 1 lind she has used Fan ill, mind that.' Sir Henry 
and Colonel Ross laughed. 'Take care you don't get into ilie 
Hocks, my boy,' said he : ' remember yuu will be on clime ground, 
and dou't sin against the muses.' ' CunTiisiun seizetbe muses, and 
Ibe classic ground too,' rejoined my lord ; ' little Fan is worth 
all Parnassus put together. ^Adieu— I am off, I will bring lirtle 
Fqn back, or the old Gortjou's head, 1 am determined upon that.' 
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^^H 'Hail not your lordship bHIer read the adveithenient youra«lf, 

^^H bi-fure you sel out 1' Sitiil CuloncI Ross, ulf«niig the paper, ' Oh ! 

^^^B ao, ti,>,' rejiiied Lord Blliiicourl, ' ihere can be no mistake ; llie 

^^^P deicriplion answers exaull; : anil ihc poor lilllr animal being abut 

^^H II]' in ibal bore of a (ilice Is i\f reason I bave nul brm able to 

^^H finil her before' As lie spoke, lii» imp4tieiit Inrdiibip hastened 

^^H oot of tlie room, ami Ipft bis two frieo'h laughing at tbe credulity 

^^V with which he had taken llie Iiua^. ' I liille imagined,' said Co- 

^^H lonel Roiis, ' thai he would have swallowed the bait so easily.' 

^^H ' You are a pretty Mhw too, an't you Y replied Sir Henry. ' I 

^^1 thought >ou would h»ve spoiled (he joke. Quiz me if I would 

^^H not give a cool hattdred to be present when he and the old gover- 

^^H ness gel at it, tooth and iibII.' ' Wliat, do you think they will 

^^H' fightl' ' I ani sure of it,' answered Sir Henry: ' Ellincourt will 

^^H insist upon liaving hia do^, the old girl will say she has not got it, 

^^H and then there will he a quarrel. She is a very dragon, my sister 

^^H tell.s me. and Ellincourt is Cayenne itself: so If there be not a 

^^H row, I shall be surprised.' This was by much too good a joke 

^^^^ to be confined to two people ; after a hearty lau((li, therefore, the 

^^^ fashioDubie pair strolled out on purpose ' to <e/ it a-going,' aa^H 

to prepare a merry meeting for their frieud Ellincourt, at bis Kty^| 

fr.im Myrtle Grove. i^H 

In tlie mean lime Lord Ellincourt proceeded (o the livery stabli^^ 

where hit horses stood, and ordering his groums to prepare his 

' landem immediately, and lu follow him to Hyde Park, he walked 

Ihiiher, anticipating the joy he Hh:iuld esptrirnee, when little Fan 

was res'ored to him. The drive to Mjdie Grove appeared uf mh 

1 Immoderaie length, so impatient Wiis his Inrd^liip to j^each ibe 

^^^^ place that contained his long-lost favourite. At length Hie ^hile 

^^^^^ gate, leading to tlie e»ecp before the inansiou, struck his -eye, and 

^^^^ giving a renovaliug crack of his whip to increase the speed of his 

' barbs, the dashing equipage presently stopped before it. The 

porter answering in tlie aflirinaiive to the qin'siion whether Miss 

Bridewell was at home, Lrrd ILIIiocourt alighted, and was usiiered 

into the elegant AaUf/i>iV of the modish governess. His lordahip'a 

patience expetienced a severe trial, whilst waiting the arrival of 



the antiquated virgin; for having-s 



, the lady wa| 



s to appear in ttijle to think of coming before his lot 
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ship until she had consulleH her mirror, to ascertain I he exact slate 
of lier dress. In perrorming ihis necctioiy sacrifice to the graces, 
Miss Bridewell perceived that her caji did nut hecnme her, and 
she changed it for another ; theu ber gown di<l not please faer, and 
she ordered her maid to bring her last new dress, which was sub- 
alituled for the one ilie had on: when completely ecgiiipped, she 
descended to her exppcliiig vl«itor, who, having examined every 
picture, and turned over every newspaper that lay upon the table, 
was standing whislltag in one of the windows nfaen Miss Bridewell 
entered the roum. Sbe begair a long apology, which, however, 
Lnrd Ellincourt interrupted in the middle, by sayiug, ' Dear 
madam, eiieuse my impatience; your advertisement iiiforras me 
Ihat yon have got my little Fan, and I am in a great hurry to see 
Ihe dear creuiure.' * And does little Fanny belong to your lord- 
sbipi" exclaimed Kfiss Brideuell, in a lone of surprise, whilst a 
smile of complaisance expressed (he pleasure she felt at the intclli> 
gence. ' How iiappy I feel that the dear little creature fell iuto 
my hands 1 I am sure your lordship will he satisfied wiih Ihe oarc 
I have taken of her.' ' You arc very good, ma'am,' answered his 
lordship, with an impatient inclination of the head; ■! have no 
doubt of your kindness to the little thing, but 1 really wish to 
see her ; she is a great favourite of mine, and so was her mother.' 
' Your lordship was acquainted with Fanny's mother, then,' said 
Miss Bridewell, drawing up her mouth in a formal manner. 'Oh, 
yes,' answered his lordship, laughing,—  ber mother and I were 
old acquaintances.' Miss Bridewell's formality increased at this 
speech of liis lordship's, but her features were rather relaxed at 
the conclusion of it; for he added, 'and so, indeed, was her fmher. 
I was very fond of him loo,' ' And pray, my lord,' asked the prim 
lady, 'what is become of poor Fanny's father? I underilood he 
was dead,' ' I wonder by what means you ever heard any thing 
■bout him,' replied Lord Ellincourt : 'however, if il will he any 
aaiisfaction to you to haow it, I must inform yoit be was hiatged, 
■bout two years ago,' ' Hatiged! Did yuur lordship my hanged t' 
exclaimed Miss Biidewill, with horror and astonish me ut painted on 
.tier featurei. 'Yes, my good ma'am,' auswered his Icdship, with 
^^■Hle, ' the poor fellow was leiWy Mngtd fot skerp-sttaling. I 
^^Blrliit 1 could lo save him, but my inlerest laiied ; he wn 
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Lord Elliucourl, laughing: ' daii'l let that frighten you; oiy life 
upon it litile Fan will never meddle willi your lambt. I iloa't in- 

iUud lo allow her to slay any iang^r among tbem.' ' I aaiure your 
brdahip,' said Miss Bridewell, with a haughty toss of ber liesd* 
* Ilie Goniaminalion has already been loo great. Bui pray, my 
lord, what is become of the mother of this uufortunate lemale? u 
■be still alive V • No, she is dead too,' answered bii lordship : ' I 
ifjit her as liiog as she lived ; Huit so I mean to do by Fan, if you 
will but huve (he goodness to put an end lo this long catechism. 
«ud let me have the dear lillle creature." ' I hove no inleiiiion of 
deiainiitg her, I assure your lordship ; but I beg leave to observe, 
Ihat I shall expect to be reimbursed for the expenses I have been 
•t in her maintenance and educaiion.' ' The maintenance of such 
B lillle animal,' replied his lordship, ' cannot be mueb lo be sure ; 
but as to her educaiion, I am certainly no judge of what that may 
be, for 1 cannot imagine what the deuce you can have taught her; 
(be knew how to fetch and cairi/ before 1 lost her.' 'Your lord* 
ship talks in a very odd strain,' answered Miss Bridewell, ' but I 
van produce the masters' bills, who have been eaiployed to teach 
her mutic, dancing, and drawing.' Lord Ellincoiirt burst into an 
immoderate fit of laughter. ' Excuse me. Miss Bridewell, but 
really I caunot help it. You educating ladies are for instructing 
every Ihiug thai comes near you, or you never would have thought 
of teaching ray poor Fan such a long list of accomplishments; 
however, to make all straight, 1 will agree thus far la your demand, 
if you will prove to me that your scholar has learned ang thing of 
vhat you pretend lo have laughl her. I will pay for it whatever 
you think proper to charge; for, upou my soul, I Ihink 1 shall 
1 make ray foriuae by showing the little creature about the stieetii. 

I Dancing she may have acquired, but as loany thing else, excuse 

I me if i don't believe a word of it.' ' Your lordship is at liberty 

^^^ to think what you please,' answered Miss Bridewell, haughtily, 
^^H ' but I shall insist on being paid, before live up the child. I 
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will felcb her 1o convince >our lordship lliai she has topatity, and 
IKhI she hai received imtrHction.' So sa^in^ Miss Briilewell 
flounced out of Ihe inooi, and left Lord Elliiicoiirl mute willi 
astonishment. — * That old maid,' at leOj^th said he, * is so uacd la 
have chilli ren under her care, that whan she gels a dog into her 
clutches, she fancies she must educate that ; and talks about it 
 ill she boliei'es a spaniel is a child.' Miss Bridewell was abseut 
uiilj a few minutes, and she telurned leading Fanny by the hand, 
whose leirified countenance and streaming eyes plainly evinced 
the severity with which her governess had just been treating ber. 
Fanny was uow turned of eight years old, a tall, elegantly -formed 
child, whose dazzling comptesion and beautiful features were 
calculated to strike every beholder with admiratirtn. Lord Ellin* 
court gazed at her with surprise mingled with delight. 'What a 
sweet creature r exclaimed his lordship: ' but why is she weep> 
ing?' * There, my lord, is lillle Fanny,' snid Miss Bridewell, not 
noticing his question ; ' and if your lordship was really as fond of 
ber worthless parents as you pretend to have been, you will 
not think much at paying the debts their ofTspriog has contracted.' 
' Upon my honour, madam,' replied Lord Elliiiconrl, ' I am wholly 
at a loss to guess what you are aiming at : I never bad (he ho< 
nour of seeing the parents of that sweet girl, at least to the best 
of my knowledge.' ' Why, good heavens!' exclaimed Miss Bride* 
well, * did not jour lordship say, not a quarter of an hour ago, 
that her father was hanged for sheepsteaUng, and that her mnther 
was a naughty kept-woman?' ' Who, I ]' rejoined Lord Ellin- 
court, starling. ' I never even imagined such a thing.' ' 1 am 
asloiiished ai your lordship; indeed, 1 am,' said Miss Bridewell, 
her eyes flashing resentment : ' did not your lordship say you were 
come to fetch Fanny away, and that you intended keepiag her 
as longas she lived, as you had done her mother? And all that 
we hesitated about was respecting the payment of my demand 
for her education.* ' Here has been a great mistake,' replied 
Lord Ellincourt, 'and I (eel very much asliamed of having occa- 
sioned you so much Irouhle. I came here, madam, at the insfi- 
gaiion of a friend of mine, who luld ine you had found a little 
dog, belonging to me, which I lost some time ago. The liltle 
animal's name was Fanny, and hence originated (he mistake. 
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My (ticDil, Sir Henry AmbersUy, reid an adverliicmeol lo 
Itiia Moniine staling Ibat tlie creature waa found, and might 
heard of here. I am prrsnailed be did il for a hoas, of wliich 
he is lao fond, u circumstance I ought to have recolleclcd wben 
be was pl»viDg olTlliU morning; but tbejoy of linding Fan wai 
predomiuual, and (Wallowed up every other counideralioa.' ' It 
b, indeed, a strange circumstance,' replied Miss Bridewell, 'and 
bss been productive of much trouble ti> me.' ' 1 am very sorry, 
lery sorry, upOD roy soul,' answered Lord F.IIincourt ; ' and vfaat 
concerns me more than any thing else is, that I fear I have 
occasioned sorrow In ihis beautitul little angel,' taking Fanny's 
bund, who had dried up her tears when she heard bis lordship 
declare that she was not tlie daughter of a skeep-iUaler. Misi 
Bridewell reached a newspaper which coolained her advertise- 
mtnl, and begged Lord Ellincouit to read il. As soon as he 
liiid complied with her request, he said, ' And is it possible you 
intend to send tliis child to the workhouse J' 'Yes, my lord. 
Unless she, be reclaioied by the lime i have Bpecified.' ' By bca> 
Vens you shall noil' said his lordship. 
self, if no one comes forward to claim her. 
two lets at, Newmarket, to enable me ti 
to that. Miss Bri(|eweU?' Miss fiiid< 
-vastly pleased with such an arrangement 
siHiids there are arrears!' ' Undoubtediy ; am 
bad a run of good luck, let us atrike a balance 
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your bill.- Mis» Bridewell con 
eenttng her exotbilaul demand, 
out, in case of any applicali 
Ellincourt only looked at the 



' I will pay for her m^^ 
I will keep a horse iq 
do it. Do jou ag 
well smiled, and < 
' Vour lordship uader- 
) 1 have jast 
I ; let us have 
iplii'd with bis request; and pre* 
which she had got ready drawn 
in from the child's friends. Lord 
auin total, and immediately drew 



upon h)> banker for the amount. ' There,' said he, ' remember 
now 3e»xay is Aiy child hencefurward ; and mind you use the httle 
angel kindly, or blame me if 1 don't blow your house np wild 
gunpowder. 1 may come to see her anm limes, maynl il' added 
■bis ln(dshi|). ' Certainly, my lord,' answered Mits Bridewell, 
coutieaying low ; ' we shall always esteem your lordship's visils an 
fkunour. And Fanny 1 am sure ought lo love Lord Ellincourt.' 
[.'And so I do mosi dearly, dearly,' answered the sweei girl, 
1 ,lu4ding u)) her lovely face to kiss her beaefaclor. ' I shall pray 
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for Lord Elliiicourt every night ami morning, and bo will Emiiy 
Barlowe and Lady MarU Trenlliam, (iit Iliey have been so un- 
happy about me." Lord Ellincourl embraced his adopted child, 
and said ibal he never fell so happy io hij [s(e; "No, by 
heavens," adiled lie, " not even when my Miss Tiffany beat Sir 
Jeffery Dollman's Ganderface, and the bets won two Ihniisand 
guineas." "Apropos." said his lordship, turning back as he wui 
lenving the room, aflcr having embraced Fanny hsIT a dnsfii 
limes for farewell, "I forgot, I ought to tee tlie Lady Tienitiams^ 
they are my couaini." Misa Bridewell entreated his lordsbip (a 
defer tbat iotention until his next viiit, and al^er some hrsiiaiion 
he complied, and hastening to his carriage, dashed off in an 
instant. Fanny, who accompanied her governesi lo ihe ilour, lo 
witness liis departure, followed llie carriage wiili her eyrs full of 
tears, "What a dear sweet gi-nlleman that isl" said the innocent 
girl : " Oh how I love him." " He i* a very generous man in- 
deed," said Miss Bridewell. And well she mig!it say so, for fi« 
paid her enormous charge for the whole time Fniiny bad heen wiih 
ber. The two hundred pounds thai came wiih her, and Miss 
Barlowe's generous contribution, were therefore u clear prufit; and 
Fatherless Fanny thus became oi>e of the most advanUj^coiis 
scholars she had ever liad. 

I 

H^^ Mutual Exatiination. 

When Fanny returned lo tlie'aparlmeni where the oilier youog 
ladies were, she entereil it with a lively bound, and running up to 
Miss Emily Barlowe, clasped l.er arms about her neck ; the good- 
natured Kmily'ji tears flowed so (asi, tbat she could tio( speak ; 
but Miss Batlowe, the liauglily Caroline, came and disengaged 
Fanny from ber sister's embrace, saying, in an ill-natured loue of 
voice, 'This disgraceful iutimacy has endured long enough; I 

I ' f 
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ioBiil now upon lis terminallon.' Fanny looked aghasi, and liifning 
her eyes upon the other ladita, ob(«i*ed contempt and abhorreoM 
painted on every countenance, e^iccpliug lliose of Emily and lb« 
conipasaionate Lady Maria Trentham, who, rising; from her sell, 
took the terfi6ed girl by tlie hand, and said, ' Don't be fn(;hteoe<f, 
Fanny, I will always be your filend.' ' Indeed ! but I any nay la 
Ihal,' interrupted Lady Isabella: ' a very pretty story. Iruly, for 
the Marquis of Peteratield's daughter to be tlie emnpanion of  
ahtep-Heahr'a child.' Here all the giria burst into a fit of laugfalet, 
and poor Fanny was so overcome, that covering her face with her 
hands, she sobbed aloud. Emily Bartowe could not siipporl ihe 
sight of her favourite's sorrow, but taking her in her arm*, sbt 
pressed her to her bosom. 'Nothing short of a parent's com- 
mands shall induce me lo forsake this dear chihl,' said she,  let 
her be the daughter of what she will.' Soothed by this kindness, 
poor Fanny recovered her speech — 'I am not a sheep'Stealei's 
daughter; indeeJ, Miss Emily, it was all a mistake, fur Lord Ellin- 
couit said so.' 'Lord Ellincourll' exclaimed Lady Mariti Tren- 
ibam, ' was it Lord Ellincourt who has just been here ? He is my 
cousin !' ' I know it,' replied Fanny ; ' and his lordship asked Mis) 
Bridewell lo lei him see you and Lady Isabella; but she begged 
him lo wait unljl he called next lime.' < Is he coming again soon V 
asked Lady Maria. ' Yes,' replied Fanny, • very soon. Oh how I 
love Lord Ellincourt.' 'And so do I,' said Lady Maria, 'he is 50 
eood-njimrGd> T^flWider why Miss Bridewell would not lei us gee 
him.' ' I don't know,' answered Fanny. Miss Bridewell generally 
had a motive for what she did, that concerned herself nearer than 
any body else, and such was ihe case in the present instance; for 
her only reason for refusing Lord EilincouM's request was. that 
■he wished to conceal, from a person who had evinced such natu- 
lal benevolence as his lordship had done, the cruelry of her own 
lieirl, which had led her to treat poor Fanny uilh such unmerifeil 
severity, upon the strength of 3 mere surmise. When Miss Bride- 
well had quitted the room lo fetch Fanny to Lord Ellincourt, lier 
mind was impressed with the idea of the imputed worlhlessnesa of 
the child's parents, and proud uf an opportunity of revenging ibe 
anxiety she bad suffered on her account, she immediately spread 
the report of poor Fanny being the daughter of a sheep-stealer, by 
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eKciaiming, vthext ihe ftiteteti la taite ties leitnces, 'Wliereisrhe 
worlfalesi girl I have been wasting to much care upon?' Then 
seizing Faiiny'ij hand willi an ill-nalu red Jerk, slie added, ' A prelty 
crealureyou are, to, be sure, Miss, to be tiruiigbl into the society of 
young ladies oT rank, a iljeep-stealer's duu^liler ! IT Tlie youlig 
ladiei looked astonished : 'Yes, indeed, ladieg,' suid Miss Bride- 
well,  tills girl is the ()Ifs)>ring of a liept mistress, aud B man tliat 
was hanged for sheep-stealing.' The consequence of auch a tpeech 
to a group of joung girls, ))roud of ilieir binbi, and lenacioua of 
iheir consequence, may readilj be imagined ; every one was unani- 
mous in execrating Ihe innocent object of their hatred, with the «x- 
ceplioD of Lady Maria Tremliam and Emily Barlnwe, who could 
only weep over a niisrorluni; ihey could not remedy. The joy these 
benevolent gitis experienced, wlien they heard Fanny say the whole 
was a rnisiake, may lie readily imagined; aud when il was con- 
firmed by Mits Bridewell herself, who related the story of the 
dog, as an elucidation of the mistake, a hearty Isngb removed 
every veslige of sorrow and displeasure; and the sweet Fanny 
was restored to the same portion of favour she before enjoyed 
with every one of her seboul mates. 

When Mrs. Dawson was infurnied that the hurricane bad sub- 
sided, she made her appearance in the circlti she had quilted at 
the first iniimaiion of Miss Bridewell's displeasure ; for as ^he had 
been the ostensible person in receiving Fanny, she well knew, if 
the disu^reeablc report proved true, she should be a material suf- 
ferer, both from her slalely superior and the young ladies. Lord 
EUincourl's grnerusily, however, had put Miss Bridewell into 
such a perfect good humour, llial Fanny was once more her ' liUle 
poppet;' aud Mrs. Dawson, from a ' great fool,' was become her 
' dear Dawson,' and received the pleasing intelligence of the debt 
contracted by Fanny having been so nobly discharged, as well as 
the promise made by Lord Ellincourt of supporting Ihe little 
orphan in future. 'The turn-off about the dog, my dear Dawson,' 
said Miss Bridewell, ' was eairemely well done ; but I assure you 
it did not impose upon me, fur I firmly believe it at this moment, 
that Fanny is Lord EUincourl's daughter. But as much good may 
be diawn from keeping tlie giil, you may be sure 1 shall not 
breathe my suspicion); and I desire you to be equally circumspect.' 
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' Oh, ;«u lina». my dear nia'ini, ihal you cm rely upon iny pnr- 
dence. t am m seiret a* llie ersve. Bui do you really lliink 
Faany cun bi' Lord EllJncourt'a daiiglilir t I undersiand his lotd- 
Bhip ii onlj ju>t Itvo and-twrnry, and Fanny, joii know, 19 turned 
of ^iglrt,' MUs Bridenell (laused — llien anaweicd, in an impalient 
tone, ' I dori'l car« how old either of ihem uie, I have adoptetl 
my opiDioi), and I am uot apt lo rehnquish my opinioni when 
once Ibrined.' Mr». Daweon kurw this as well as Miss Bridewell; 
I she therefore acquiesced wiihuut furlher disputation, and Mist 

Bridewll proceeded to give directions reipecting Fanny's futnre 
acquirements. Nolwilhsianding her boast lo Lord Etlincourt, ua 
masters had altemled llie puor girl since the defalcation of the 
payment. JVIiss Emily Barlowe had supplied tbeir place lo the 
utmost of her abihiies, that her fdvouriie tuighl not entirely lose 
the Bccompliihmenis in which she was making such rapid progress. 
■Thai giti must be attended to now,' said Miss Bridewell, 'for I 
dare say she will go somewhere in the holidays, where her ad- 
vancement will be ascertained.' ' I will observe what yuu say, my 
dear ma'am, * said the supple Mrs. Dawson : ' you know the neglect 
she has experienced was at your own Biiggesiioii.' 'Yes. yes,* 
replied Miss Bridewell, 'I am aware of that; but no doubt you 
remember the old French adage — ' Point d' argeni, point de mine:' 
^^^_ and so it ought lo be at Myrtle Grove.' ' Uudoubiedly,' rejoinitd 
^^^h Mis. Dawson, ' we musi not throw our attention upon btggart.*^ 
^^H Whilst matters were settling accordiug lo ibis pTudmt plai 
[^^^ . Myrtle Grove, Lord Ellincourt pursued his way lo London, singl^ 
tug 111 himself with a gaitli de cesur of which, till that moment, he 
had been insensible. This may appear a paradoxical asjerlion, 
after what has been said respecting the thoughtless life his \ot^ 
«hip had hilbrrlo led ; but to any of my renders who may b 
(rod the fl'jwery paths of dissipated pleasure, it will not he dew 

Pcd imposfiible that a disciple of tirce shuuld he a stranger la 
genutTU heartfett sal isfacl ion --That sweet sensaiion of ihc soul is 
Ihe result ot ciiiscinus virtue; and the first lime Lord Ellincourt 
experienced its happy influence was when he firai rejected on a 
benevolent action. It was nut that his lordship was desliiule of 
inanity, or insensible to feeling, but from a natural ihoughtlei 
:g of dispoulion, and an habitual propensity to dissipatio 
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be liad never before adopted llie plan of extending the hand of 
charity to ifae sons and daiighlers of misfortune, as an expedient 
against the ennui of which he was always complaining. Chance 
had now thrown an opporliinily in his way of Irving a new kind of 
ttflatsetaent ; and (he result of the experiment was, a dflerminatMii 
on Ihe part of his lordship to pursue the path that had been struck 
out for him. The motion of the light vehicle he was driving was 
not more rapid than The progress of ihe ideas that succeeded each 
other in Lord Ellincourt's mind, ns he returned towards Ihe melro- 
polls. Fanny, the lovely artless F^nny, was the subject of alt 
these cogitations; and the fascination ihat had seized his mind 
increased with cTery recollection. Her interesting countenance, 
at Ihe moment he tirst beheld her, stilt seemed to rise before bim ; 
her blooming cheeks suffused with pearly drops; her eyes of 
'softest blue,' turned with a supplitaling look towards him, that 
might have sofK^eed Ihe moat obdurate heart. 'Sweet creature !' 
said his lordship, as he drove along ; ' I never spent money with 
luch delight as ihat I paid for her to-day. She shall be my child ! 
by heavens, ^he shall ; and I will maintain her like a little priucecs 1' 
This resolution filled Lord Ellincourt's heart with pleasure, 
when he drove through the turnpike at Hyde Park Corner, he was 
so absorbed in the agreeable reverie he had indulged in, that ha^ 
did not perceive Colonel Ross and Sir Henry Arabersley, who 
were strolling arm in arm along the pav6, expressly for the purpasia 
of way.laying his lordship on his return. ' Ellincourl,' exclaimed 
Sir Henry, exalting bis voice into (he tones of Stenlor, ' where's 
little Fan V Lord Ellincourl drew up lo the side of the pavement, 
and exiended bis hand to Sir Henry. ' A thousand thaaha. my dear 
fdlow,' said he, 'for procuring me the greatest pleasure I ever 
experienced in my life. The little Fan you sent me iu search of, 
instead of a dog, is an angel,' ' What, have you been peeping at 
Winifred Bridewell's pretty heiresses, eh, Ellincourl 1" said Sir 
Henry. Lord Elhncourt gave the reins to hia groom, and descend- 
ing from his carriage, be j-iined his friends. ' Old Bridewell is a 
downright divinity, and Myrtle Grove superior to Ida itself,' said 
bis lordship, putting an arm through thai of (he friend on each 
side of him. ' He's caught, by ail (hat's striking,' said Col. Ross : 
*old Bridewell knows what she's about, I wBrntni her; she has 
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^teea Mhowing off awne litle-]kKitlm° Mm, niti) <li« fiap liti« t«li«if 
u lurd. A irur bill, ui it tint. Ellincuutl?' ' Tiial my lieart it 
-ttfuclitd, I allow,' Tfplkd lii* lonUlilp ; 'uniJ by > pKtIy girl loo: 
but it h an arllcM amour, I aisure ymi, on boili uilea, aud owing 
«uUr<jly Id your )jub\ about liie dog, Arobcrskv. It is an allaett* 
mei)t lliat wiil U»t fot lile, bowever, I am penuaded: and wben I 
show Ihe objcci i>f my affeeliim, if joii do nol say sbe is ibe most 
I'ascinalirig ctrature you ever saw, I will never cite you for m«n of 
taste again as long as I live,' ' Bui tehm tliall we see her T asked 
Sir Henry, 'fur you have set. me longing: is the thow open la 
ev^ry body T * Oli, no,' said dil. Ro«s, ' I Euppuse Eliiiitourl hai 
ordered hex lo Im- shut up until be put» bis coronel on her brow. 
Is it not Bttl' 'Time will show,' answered hii lordship: * but 
Ibis I will promise you, n«xt time 1 go to Myrtle Grove, I will 
lake one, of you; for 1 aiippase lliey will not grant admission 1« 
three such sad dogs; and then you will be betler able to form 
your judgment of my charmer.' ' Hoax for hoa«, my word for itf 
said Colonel Rugs : ' Ellincourt is only pla%ing at repriial*. 
has be^n put into the slocks at Myrtle Grove for his ill-behai 
and lie tvaols to get us into the same scrape.' ' You may do aa gi 
like about going,* rejoined his lordship, ' but I give you tny wei 
n in earnest j I never was more serious in my bfe. And to p 
, I inleuil persuading my mother to accompany me in my ri 
isil. I shall drive her ju my mail, anil you can sit with mt 
ihe.diekey.' • I will go with you,' said Col. Ross, • if y«a a 
afrairi of a mililaire. If 1 should rival you, it would not 
well.' 'True,' rejoined Lord £llincnurt, 'but I aoi fearlessjj 
that subject. Mi/ Fanny will love me best, see who she will,' 
do not feel so sure of th-il,' said Sir Henry Ambersley ; ' and 
baye no iiicliiialion to measure swords with you, 1 will abstain fij 
going.' ' Comme il voiis platra,' answered Lord Ellincourl, 
the subject was immediately changed. 

The whim of adopting Fanny did nut luin nut like moaf 
Lord £lliacour,t's former whims; il survived the lapse of s 
d^ys, and seemed lo acquire strength from reflection. The I 
3ger Lady Lllincourl, his lordship's muiher, was one of I 
indulgent parents ihat feel every other aentimeni absorbed) 
r inalernal lendeiness. Her ladyship had bee 
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widow, and althoii^Ii several very advantageous < offers' Iradbren 
made her, she bad trraaiiied in the aoliury state of widovrhooil 
aut ef pure afffction Id her oliildren. 

Lad; Ellincuurl haii only two children living; the soit,of whotr 
we bave been speiikiiig, und one daughter, who was some yt»T» 
older than her bmlhcr. Liid> Cardine Ma'son bad bten married, 
at the early age of spvenleeii, to llie Eatl of Castlebru^il, an 
Irisli noblemun, and residi'd chiefly in Ilia) country. Lord Ellin- 
court was llierefure his mfitber's only solace; and there was no 
reqiii!»l tliat he could luulif her, wilb which she did fiot feel t^gcr 
to comply.. H^r ladj(tii]> was at ber vilia, al RiebtniMhly vrfttn 
Lord £llLiic<>urt i>ai,dj liis visi) to Myrtle Grgve ; sheikDew no 
tiling therefore of liev inn's i(ew attHcltnienf until her retufa lo 
London, nhont a week aflerwHrd^, when Lord Elliucouil called it 
her ladjsbip> liause lit HiU.-sUeer, and: broke the lea in. the fol- 
lowing manner:-— , 

'I have something luiasb yo4>j my deai: mother, that I hardly 
know bow to begin about, fnr IVaryou sbnuld disapprove vf it,' 
' Whnl is il, Edmund 1' said Lady Elliuuourt, with a smile thai 
might have encouraged even a more timid peltliouer. * You ktrnw 
I am not verif inacctssi^le,' , 

'I know il well,' replied his lor^sbip, 'and therefore I don't 
like lo intrude upon your goodness; but my hpart is set upon 
your comiilt^nce.' ' Is il uoiioy, Edmundl' 'No. upon my ho- 
nuur; but 1 ..will not give, ywi the trouble of guessing, my dear 
tnolhvr, 1 have taken a (wcy 'o a sweet girl, and L want your 
countenance for her.' 'Edmund,' said Lady EllJiicoiirl, luuking 
very grave, ' I hope you are not furuiijigaaatlacbmeiii Lam hkely 
to disapprove of. Muiringes, against the consent sf parents, are 
seldoD) productive of happiness; and I have the most decided 
objection lo them from a knowledge of their fatal tendency. My 
own family will furnish you with an instance of the raoiV meluit-. 
choly kind, that could nut fail of impressing your mind with a 
galuttiry fear of falling inio the same error, wvre 1 to take the 
U'nuble of relating the ^ad l>ile; but 1 know you have a great 
dislike to long .stories, so 1 dhall uul trouble you with it, unless 
yog render it necessary by y9ur imprudence/ ',you give excel- 
lent advicet, my dear mother,' lejilied LordEUiqcourt; ' but my 
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attachment it not of the kind ,tou suppose it la be. The girl I 
have takpii a fancy to is quite  rhilii ; she is destitute of frieodsi 
and I ant determined to defray the expenses of b«r educnlinai 
The fapuur I want you to grant me, is your cnuiilenance for the 
■weet little creature, nhicb, when yon have seen, you will admifC 
as much as I do.' Lord Ellincourt Iheji reltiled the trick Sit 
Henry Ambersley had played him, about Ihe BilverliiemenI, and 
the visit in consequence of it to Miss Bridewell's Temple of In- 
struction. Lady Ellinoiirl liuiehed : 'Are you sure, Edmund,' 
said she, 'that this is th^ truth, and nothing bvl the ttvlhf 
'Upon honour,' replied his lordship, 'when you have seen her 
you will not doubt ii: let me drive you there to-day, my dear 
mother.' ' Not to-day.' replied her Udysbip, ' but I will accom- 
pany jou to-morrow/ 

The neiit day Ladj Ellincourt kept her appointment ; and her 
son, accompanied by Colonel Ross, drove her down to Myrtle 
Grove. Lady Ellincourt had been in Ihe babit of visiring tbe 
ladies Trenlfaam, and was therefore personally known to MIsi 
Bridewell, who, being a devout worshipper of high rank, wai' 
delighted when ber noble visitor was announced. Lady fsabethi 
and Lady Maria were called to see their aunt; and at their en- 
trance Lord Ellincourt demanded his dear lillle Fanny. Miss 
Bridewell, with a significant nod, said, ' I wailed for your lord- 
ship's command :' and ringing the bell, ordered Ihe servant to fetch 
Miss Fannj. The sweet child soon obeyed the summons, and 
regardless of the presence of Lady Ellincourt and Colonel Rom, 
ran wilb open arms to embrace her benefactor, whose delight at 
this testimony of her gratitude and affection made him ready to 
devour her with kisses. As soon as Ihe loving pair could sepa- 
rate from each other, Lady Ellincourt took Fanny by the hand, 
and examining her countenance, exclaimed, ' What a sweet crea- 
ture ! What is her name, Edmund T ' Fatherleaa Fanny !' replied 
Lord Ellincourt, ' ahe has no other." '1 am not to be called 
FatherUas Fanny any more,' said the child, ' for Lord Ellincourt 
will be my papa." Colonel Ross smiled and looked significaat, 
and Lady Ellincourt pressed the sweel girl to her boanni. A 
suspicion she could not repress made ber ladyship incline to- 
wards the Colonel'a and Mias Bridewell's opinion, alilioagh a 
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moderale calculmion of ihrir respective B^es woulrf have proved 
he^niiil a doubt the failacy of such an ideii, as thai Fanny cnuM 
be Lord Eliincoiirt's daughter. The playful itinoeen.'e of ihe en- 
gaging Funny won completely upon ihe lirurl of Lmly Blliiicuurl, 
wlio became as warm an advocHle for the scheme nf aifoplinn its 
her son, und added lier charges to his, in desiring Miss Brideivell 
lo altend In (he education of the lovely orphan, who rose propor- 
lionably in Ibe good graces of her governess, as she appeared tn 
be esteemed by ihe great people ihal lady so constantly bowed lu. 
Lady Maria Trenlham, who rejoiced in Fanny's good forliirir, re- 
ceived her cousin with more than usual cordiality; and Lord El- 
lincourl, who liad been informed by Fanny of her ladyship's kind- 
ness lo his favourite, thought be liad never seen the amiable Mai'ia 
look so hewitchiiig. 

When Lady Ellincourl found, by her watch, that she bad stayed 
to Ihe utmost limits of her time, she gave the signal for depaiture; 
anil Lord RtliJicourl, pulling a little parcel into Fanny's Jiand, 
which he lold her contained a keep-sake, kissed her fur I'arvwell, 
and Ihe whole parly separated. 

During ihe drive borne. Colonel Ross repeated his cni\iccture9, 
resjiecling Fanny's afliiiily lo her benefactor, adding, with a 
laugh, that he could nut have supposed his lordship capable of 
so much art as he had thai day displayed. ' Why you have done 
llie old lady completely,' said he. 'If you mean thai I have 
imposed upon my mother,' said Lord Ellincourl, 'you are mis- 
taken ; for I am sure 1 did not know there was such a being iu 
«Kitlence as my little Fanny, until Ambersley sent me on a fool's 
«rrand in search of her nnmesake.' 'If that be really ihe case.' 
said Colonel Uoss, 'I can guess what are your vifws ivilli this 
girl. She is a pretty creature, and will make an agreeable varia- 
tion in your amours paMogeses by and by.' ' 1 may have beeu 
dissipated and unthinking,' replied Lord* Ellincourt, reddening 
with resentment at the vile suggestion, ' but I hope I am iucapabte 
of deliberate villany, such as you insinuate. 'J'he precaution I 
Lave laken of gelling my mother's sanction to my whim ought Iu 
leach you belter.' 

' Vuu aatonisb me I' interrupted Culotiel Ross : ' is it possible 
that you lave no other view but benevolence in Ibis fuunifitifnt 
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■ction?' 'Noof, upon my lianour; e^icvpting, indeed, \be plcwoK 
of coptiibuting to ilie liappineii of a being I love, in a tninnti 
nholly unaccountable, eveo to mjKlf,' Mid Lord P.llincoutt. 

'Then 1 must coii)|iliment >our lordtbip's pkUantKropy,' tf 
joioed ibe colonel, sarcaslicBllj ; 'and I liop« you will lei iQe 
parlicipate in ihe tiapp'meas retulling from lucb beniism, bjr ptl> 
milting mc sometimes to visit jouT benutiful protegt in jovi 
company.' 

■No, by beavens!' replied Lord Ellincourl : 'ihe man who 
could Euspect another of inch baseuess as ibe deliberate ptt- 
vctuon of imioceDce, is unfit to be Irusled where he could ptoxt 
biuserf capable of the tame turpilude, to Ibe tfeliimeni of a 
defenceless female.' 'Moralizing loo,' said Colonel Koss. ' by all 
that's pretty! Upon mj bonnur, I rejoice in your locdsliii^'.t con- 
version, and cannot eooiigli admire llie superlatively chatning 
cause of such a wonderful reformation.' 

Here tbe conversalinn ended, and the remainder of (he drive 
passed in silence on both eides. Lord Ellincourt was pi<|ued, ar.d 
Colonel Ross was digesting a scheme which had pre^ente I itself 
tttbii fancy, whilst conversing on tbe subject of the gentle Fanny; 
tbe accomplishment of which promised to gratify two of hia pre- 
dominant passions; namely, sensuality and revenge. Lord Ellin- 
Gonrl had otfeuded Lis pride by censuring his sentimetiis, and be 
wished forao opporlunilyof being even with him. To di>priv« his 
lordship, at some future period, of the object of his geuerons a&ec- 
lion, offered a fair prospect to ihe diabolical colouel of revenging 
tbe supposed injury, and at the same time obtaining a beautiful 
creature to administer to his unlawful pleasures, and finally becante 
tbe victim of them. 

It was certainly a lung while to look forward to, but Colonel 
Rois was one of those epicures in sensuality, who could delibv- 
ralely plan, and unielenringly execute, the most atrocious acts 
of cruelty, if ibey promised the slightest graiilication to his ile- 
praved appetite. Hi= wickediiess was sysUmnlic, and he liud 
as much pleasure in planning as iu executing the desii-ns he 
conceived. 

But we will leave him to his cogitations, and proceed wiih our 
narrative. The happy Fanny, as soon as her new friends bad 
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departed, opened the paicel Lord Ellincuurl left uilh tier, and 
found, to her great delif^lii, an elegani gold chain for tier neck, 
wiih a smnll walch suipended, uud a pail of bracelels lo corres- 
pond. Il will lie easily conceived how Hucb a preseni must win 
upon llie heart of a girl like Funny. Slie junipvii about iu rap- 
lures, bikI ilisplajed her 'Papa's' present, as she atyleil Lord 
Elliricoort, lo every creature that canie near her: bu<1 the novelty 
of possessing suvii a Ireasure kept ber awake a good pari of ihe 
■light. 

However, she soon became accuiiomed lo (lie possession of 
(rinkels ; for Loj'd £lliucourl ucver was so happy as when bestow- 
ing marks of his generosily upon his fatourite. Anxious to pur- 
chase good Irealineul for her, his lordahip look care to remeinher 
Miss Bridewell with a muiiilieence that completely won that lady's 
heart. The iiu|iroveiiienl of Fatkerleas Fanny seemed now ol 
more real cnii&equcnce than that of any lady in ihe house, and 
Mrs. Dawson and the subordinate teacli^rs were vonlinually re* 
minded of Miss Bridewell's arixi»iy on the stihjecl. Il has already 
been said, ihnt Fanny pnstei^sed gre^t iialural abilities; ber ra- 
pid progress may llierefore be supposed, under such advantageous 
circunistauces ; and slie soon became a brilliant proof of llie skill 
so justly ascribed lo the preceptress of My tile drove tslabtiiftTnent, 
in brstowing polite acconif^iihinenls upon the pupils under her 
care. But barten is that mind, whose improremenl has been 
cnnlined lo the study of mere ornamental acquirements. The mu- 
sician, the dancer, or (he paiiitress, however skilful in ihe various 
branches, will make but a poor wife, if sbe be dedcient in ihe 
more solid and valuable qualities of good sense, good temper, and 
above all, religion and virtue. 

The soflesl melody cannot soothe the ear of pain, nor can the 
anxious eye of sorrow dwell with delight npon the graceful alti- 
tude, or highly tinislied picture. The knowledge of lauguages. 
though carried lo (he highest pitch of perfection, can suggest no 
comfort for afStclioii, nor slrenglben Ihe sufteriiig mind to beai 
the reverse of fortune with fortitude and resignation- Such know- 
ledge, ifaerefore, may be pronounced in the words of Solomon — 
' Vanity of vaoilies/ unless she who possesses il has lirst sought 
religion in the page of truth, and haviii); found ibc diviue pre- 
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ccpt, maile Ihal the basil od ubich (he 9ii|)eMlruclure of tlie 
refinemcnl nas reared. The nccumplJBliiaeiilt and grace* wbicb 
ailorn virtue, may be eoiitled In ailmiralioti. The aktll of tlie 
lajiidaiy may call furlh ihe brilliaacj "f the diamond, bnt caDiial 
give ihe same lustre lo Ihe pebble. 

All Ihe pains bestowed upr'n Fanny's rdueatiaii by Mias Britlt' 
«ell and her assistants uould have availed liiile, had not ihc , 
good precepts instilled into htr htrarl by the amiable Emily Bar- 
lowe given solidity to her piiiiciples. Piety is a natural feeling of 
Ibe youltifjl heart, and only requires some skilful Land to call 
iQrlli its latent energies, and give them their proper bias, Emily 
fiarlowe had been iaatruulvd by her father in the principles of 
teligiun; and tier youthful heart glowed wiili the fervour of ge- 
nuine piety. With what rapture did tlie amiable instru<:treg> 
Hwakeu, in ihe docile mind of litr beloved Fanny, tlie lirel con- 
ceplious of the Deily, and teich licr guileless lips to pronouDee 
Ihe 6rsl words of praise aud gralitude. Then judiciously turii< 
ing the mind u)' her pupil from the adoration of tlie Creator to 
llie eooteui plat ion of the creature. Pity tor tlie various ills iiise- 
pnruble from human nature lioua gave birih to charily, and tbe 
mercy slie asked of God for herstlf, lilie felt ready to bestow 
upon her fellow morlals; not only in g^fis of benevulenue, hut 
in acts of forbearance and gnod*will. Thus Fanny, in imilalion 
of tbe example Emily set before ber eyes, became good-natured, 
paiioat. and forgiving from principle, and benevolent froui (he 
irresiiiible (eelings of ber bean.— 

' Jutt as tlie Iwig is bent, tlie treu'j iuciined.' 

The supeHorJly in virtue over the generality of her sex to which 
Faiiiij afterwards aliamed, might justly be said to owe ita perfec- 
tion to Ihe early instructions of the amiable Emily, who, like a 
guardian angel, watulied the infancy of her favourite, and look 
Ihe advantn-;e uf tltal critical season when the human mind is 
fines) (o receive the impression of piety, and which, like the seed 
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(ere but too well colculBted to en- 
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Lutd Ellincourl's presents v 
gcndi^r pride ^ and the praises lie always lavished upon Funny's 
person every lime he ssw her, would ioeviubly have rendered her 
vain, had not ihe watchful Emily repiessed the risinK einolions, 
and by expaiialiiig upon the precarious tenure of personal chtirms 
exposed as iliey are to Ihe ruvages of sickness, and ceriaiii decay 
of old uge; and explaiuing the sliil 
humiin Hllauhmetlls, she uWRkeiied i 
uudittir reflections that would have 
lier number of ytars. 

The effect Lord Ellincourt's miachment to Fanny bad upon liis 
mind, was of (he most saliiiary kiiiit, Willi the genuine spirit .of 
paternal uffcction he was frequently cakulaling his expenses, &ud 
projecting cuitailnients of tlivir extent, id order to purchase some 
advtiniHge or pleasure fur his darling; and to the asloiii^hmenl of 
all 1 lie gentlemen of the turf, li is lordship's slud at Newmarket was 
sold idf, and the de9lructiv« amuserneut of horse racing abandoned 
wiiliin a year aher he inok the wliini of adopting fanny, because 
he had made a determination to relrentli, in order to have it in hi» 
power lo make a seltleiuent upon bis favourite, which resolution it 
was impossible to put in practice whilst he kept up such an expen- 
sive esiabjishuient, and incurred aucb heavy losses as generally at- 
tended hi; gambling ventures. 

Lady Eilineourl, who felt greatly pleased with the appearance 
uf her son's n-forinatiun, gave every eucouragemeal lo his patron- 
age of the little orphan, and even indulged him so far as lo invite 
Fauoy to spend a month wiili her during the summer's vacalioo, 
at her country seal, which lay in Yurkibire, on an estate that bad 
been lately purchased for her, by her agent, and wus celebrated 
fur tJie antique grandeur of the bouset aud the beauty of the suf 
roundiitg parks and grounds. 

To this delightful rettESl Ihe happy Fanny was aonveyed la 
Lady Ellincouri's coach ; and no soouei had she entered the great 
hall, than she exctaiined in ecstasy, 'Ob! this is mammal Sydney's 
house; do let me see her.' Aud running forward, she made lo a 
door opposite to her, and attempted loopen it. The lock resisted 
her efforts. * Pray open it for me,' said the child, turning lo a 
tervBul.  Mamma Sydney is <ia there ! and I want |g see tier !' 
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Lord EUincourt, who had arrired a hw hours before his r 
now came iiilo ifit hall. 'What ii the mailer with my Fan 
said his loriUhifi ; ' what is ihe lillle girl doing th«r« V ' I 
to set matnma Sydnpj,' rv{ilic<] Fantiv, ' and I know she is 
room ! tihe always uaetl to sii ihere.' 

* Wrre you pver in this liouse before, my love 1' asked H 
lordship, aslonishraeiit puiiiltd on liis counlenance. 
papa, I used to live hert; and Ihii door you will uot open fori 
ia iiiamma Sydney's parlour.' 

Laid EUincourt ordered a servant (o inquire for ibc key of lli« 
room, and turning lo Fanny, he said, * Vour raamtna Sydney can- 
DOl be in titat room, forvciu lee il is locked.' Fanny stood in the 
Utmost agitation whilst the key was fetched, but appeared loo 
much struck to spe<ik a word. In the mean time Lady EllinDourl, 
who had been speaking to her steward relative to snme alteralioai 
that had been lately made, came up to see what had arrested Ibe 
attention of her son aad Fanny. When she nas iufurmed of the 
child's asserliim respecting ilie house ; ' Some reiemblance, I sup- 
pose,' said her ladyship, ' between this and tlie liouse where she 
formerly resided ; but this eould not be her mamma Sydney's bouse, 
because ttie estate belonged to a Mr. Hamilton, who bad resided 
abtoad some years before his death, and I purchased it of hit 
heir. Tlie place had not been inhabited from the time Mr> 
Haraittoo went abroad, as its dilapiilated condition plainly proved, 
at the lime 1 took possession nf il, about two years ago.' At iIm 
moment the servanl brought the key, and the door ivas openetK 
Fanny ran into the room, but presently returned with ^ sorrowftil 
couutenance. ' Mamma Sjdney is not there,' said she, her eye» 
Aill of tears ; ' I wonder where she is gone.' ' Are you sure this is 
Ihe room where your mamma Sydney used to sit T' asked Lady 
Elliucourt. 'Oh yea, ma'am,' replied Fanny; 'see here ia her 
Abrk-table !' And the child going up to the lire-place, raised a 
bracelet that seemed made fur the convenience of bclding a cundle- 
siick or book, fur any body who clwse lo sit close lo the fire. 
' MumniH Sydney used to put her work-bag upon this, when alie 
was working ; and wbeu the was doing nothing her snuff-box used 
to stand upon it,' said Fanny, ' and sometimes a book. And whM 
she had deue reading, she wonld pal her spectacles into Ibc mid* 
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die of lh« book, and lay it dono, and say 1o m«, Camt, puss, you 
musl diverl me now.' 

Both Lorii and Lady ElUncouct nets very mi>cli tUwk with aa 
accaunt bo distinctly given of an event so temote ; and her ladj- 
(hip said (be woul>l inquire llie paTticiilarg irUlivft lo llie former 
inhabilants of ber maiiiion. and egdeavour, if possible, lo •luuidale 
ihe mydery. 

Fanny was now led about the spacioix rooms and long galleries 
ibat dislinguished ihe nnble dwelling, by her beloved ' Papa,' and 
every now and tben expressed ber delight at Ihe discovery of sonie 
old acquaintance eiiher in the rooms or llieir furniiure; and her 
recollection of Irivial circu instances was so triear, that, notwith- 
standing (be evidence that nppeared to contradict Ihe probability 
of Fanny's having been formerly an inmate of Peniberlon Abbey, 
neither Lord EllincoutI nor his mother could divert their minds 
from Ihe belief thai her nccounl was correct. 

Every inquiry was made amongst the tenantry, liliely lo elucidate 
the mystery, but to liltle purpose; their answers corresponded 
uniformly when compared together. No lady of the nnme iff 
Sydney had resided in that house, or its vicinity; nur did ibej 
believe that Pemberton Abbey had been inbalnted by any body 
besides the seivanls, who were left in care of it, since the departure 
of Mr. Hamilton, until it was purchased by Lady Eilincourt, s 
peiiod of several years. 

This was told Fanny; but she still pcraisted in her assertion, 
nor could any argument, for a moment, shake her opinion, or m»ke 
her waver in her slory. Of her removal from Pemberton Abbey 
she could give but a very imperfect account. She remembered liav- 
tng been iii a carriage a long lime, but whither she was carried, or 
by whom, she could not lell; all she knew perfectly, was, that her 
mainmn Sydney did not go wiih her, and that the lady with whom 
bhe stayed for some days before she was lell at Miss Brideweli'i, 
was very cross with her. 

A wide held was here opened for conJFCture, and Lord and Lady 
Eilincourt were left to wander in it, as all their efforts lo obtain any 
light upon the subject fulled uf effect. A circumstance which oc- 
curred jusl before Fanny's return to school served lo iiicrrasp llw 
perplexity of their minds, and to taise their curiosity lo a pitch of 
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t obliged to 



impstieticf, vcr; ill-iuiied to ibe 

The apartinvnl tillle Fanny slept in wa* in Die gRine gallery u 
Lady Elliiiciiuri'j, and divided Trom that room by a small chim- 
btr, whirb was occupied b^ her liidyfthip'g woman. The screann 
of poor Fanny, one oi[;hl, awakened Lady Ellincourt from i 
louad sleep, and tlarling from her bed the amiable ludy ibrew on 
h«T dressing gown, and nil lo llie assistance of her favonrilr. Mrs. 
Parsons, bei maid, was there before her, and was supporting tbe 
terrified child in her arois, 

'What is the mailer?' exclaimed Lady EUincourl. ' My dear 
Fanny, whal is ibe mailer?' * Mamma S)dney has been here: the 
came and looked al nie; and when I spoke to hvr, she ran away, 
and woidd not answer.' ' Vou have been dreaming, my love," tsid 
Lady Ellincourt. — ' No, indeed, ma'am, I was wide awake,' replied 
the child ; ' 1 heard her open my door, and saw her come up la 
the bed, with a candle in her hand ; and she looked fo angry when 
I spoke lo her, that she frightened me onl of my wits. Pray, dear 
Lady EUineourt, call her back, and beg her not to be angry wllb 
me.' 'My dear child,' answered her ladyship, 'Ibis is mere fancy, 
I assure you. Nobody could come into your room without beiiig 
heard by Parsons.' 'I heard nothing, I assure your ladyship,' 
said Mrs. Par^on«, 'unlil Miss Fanny screamed oul; and I WW 
not asleep, for 1 had bten iudutging myself with a book.' 

It was wilh great difficulty that Lady Ellincourt succeeded in 
pacifying the terrified Fanny, who lay trembling, and in llw 
greatest agilalion. 'The poor child has been frightened ihroUgk 
a dream,' said ihe compassionate lady; 'so take her iulo m]> 
bed. Parsons: she shall not be left alone again to.nighl, or twi 
nerves may suffer se»ertlj." Mis. Parsons obeyed her lady's com- 
mands, and Fanny was so delighted al being permiiled to sleep 
with her dear benefactress, that she forgot her lerior, and her 
tears gave way lo such emotions of joy, that Lady Ellincourl wa) 
(ensibly affected, by a jiruof of atlachment so unquesiionahly 

The next day, however, Fanny persisted in her assertion, tluii 
she had really s^en ber mamma Sydney; nor could all Lady El- 
liuGouit's disaerlations on the liirengih of the imagination, during 
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iSiience of cfreams, avail anything: the child still insisted 
that she WHS wide Hwake when the figure of Mamma Sydney had 
dppeared before her, aud that llie noise of some donr npriiing 
had awakened her. ' ll seemed,' said she, • as if a Auw had b-eii 
firced open that hud heen long shut, for it made a bursting 
noise.' 'There is only ilie door that leads from Parsons' d»or 1o 
yours/ replied Lady Ellincourl, 'and that yon honw stood o|ien; 
you must lherefi>re have been mistaken, my dear Fanny.' Fanny 
sbook her wise bead : ' I cannot tell how il could be,' said she, 
'' but I am nure il was as I say.' 

Tile ronm in which Fanny slept was pannelled with cedar wood, 
which was carved in the most curious manner, and had no doubt 
been esitemed a chef d' auvrt of workmanship, at the lime the 
house was built. The child's obstinacy respecting the person she 
liad seen, impressed Lady Etiincourl'a mind so strongly, that she 
sent for a carpenter to examine ihe wainscot with the most scru- 
pulous exactness, in order to ascertain whether there was any 
secret entrance lo the apartment. 

The scrutiny, however, produced nothing to elucidate ihe mys- 
tery. The man declared the pariiiions perfectly sound; and as- 
serted that il was an utter impossibility that tbcy should conceal 
any way of enietin^ (he room impervious to his minute investiga- 
tion. This satisfied Laily Ellincourl; and she returned to her 
first opiuion — i. e, that Fanny had been misled by a dream. 
And the circumstance was soon forgotten by Ihe child, as no 
lecnrienee of ihe same terror could happen, as her joy at sleep- 
ing with Lady Ellincourl hud endeared her so ranch to that lady, 
that she was permitted to remain the partner of her bed during 
her slay al Pemberloa Abbey, from whence she was conveyed 
to scboul, at the expiration of Ihe vacation. 

The Christmas following the Miss Barlowes left Miss Bridi>wellV 
and poor Fanny lost her best friend in her beloved Emily, Hrr 
sorrow WHS somewhat assuaged, however, by an unexpected event. 
Mr. and Mrs, Barlowe had come to England to fetch thfir daugh- 
ters, and the health of the latter was so delicate, that it was 
judged necessary to her recovery lo breathe her native air fot 
some time. She determined therefore to ilny a year in England ; 
and thus Emily Barluwe bad frequent opportunities of visiting 
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beT <lrar Fanny, as Mr. BHrlowe etilered into liii daughter's fetl" 
ingi mpecliDg the cbild willi all llie wirmlh of benevolence 
nalurat to hia ilisposition. The hiifh palronagc ibc lillle orphan 
now enjoyed rcnrtered all ppcumaiy aid unoec'riisiiry ; hut Mr. 
Barliiue knew tnougli of llie «i>rlil In believe lliil, nolwillistand- 
innprnent sppearancet, lliete miKbl come a duy wben poor Fauoy 
wonld find ibat Triendtliip is no iMArritmee. 

' if Lord Elllncourl Hlmuld neglect to make any telllemeot upon 
his adopted cliild,' said the gtuid genllenian, ' life is a precarious 
tenure; and how soon may tbe svieel girl be expo&ed to Ibe 
rmwas of a cruel work), or indeed, what is sltll worse, to |bt 
various snares whicb are onstaiilly s|>re;id fur indigent beaulyi 
by ibe remorseless panders of opulent depravity !' 

'Surely,' rejilied timtly, to wlioiii liiis speech wa« adilressed, 
' surely, papa. Lord Ellincuiirt will not be so crurl as to leave llrt 
dear cbild unprovided for. Hit lordahiji seems so very fond of 
Iter ibal I should think such a thing iinpusaible.' 

' Lord EllincDuri is a very young man,' answered Mr. Burlowe; 
'and, besides that, a very Ihouglitlt^ss one. I don't believe, by 
what I bear of him, that he ever did a good tiling in his life 
beFore he patronijed Fanny. Such men as be think little about 
death, although there is certainly no litiiaiion which is more 
exposed lu mortality than that of a true votary o( fashion, since, 
should their necks escape the perils of ckariofeeritig— their heallh, 
(he iiiieaipenile excesses of midnight revels— ihfir livvs lie at the 
mercy of every reprobate with whom they associale; fur s 
he choose to call iheni out for any frivolous otft^nce, uhethetX 
cied or real, the im|)crioiis laws of honour forbid ihent to det 
the combat : yes, snch is ihe iiiverlvd order of things, 
who has dared lo blaspheme his God in his comnion conversatJ 
who has infringed the sacred rights of humanity i.^oh lb« si'tg 
est trmptaiiiin, and who has trampled, in iheri Turn, every f 
human and divine, as they opposed the gralilieaiiun 
dinaie passions ; such a man, 1 say, will tremble lo n 
sition to the self-crral'd law of the Moloch of these dayJ 
whose shrine modern idolaters still sacrifice Iheir childrea witf 
remorse or contrition.' 

If Mr. BaHowe had merely leasooed upon the subject of Fsili 
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precarious tiluation. litlle merit could have be«n arrngured for 
guch a negaliTe proof of tiis »sarH for her ; bul thai worlliy 
gentleman had nol bo much of the Phitisee in his coinposiiinii. He 
never discussed any subject, eirher moral or diruie, without act- 
ing up to the principles he prnfessed ; and in this insixnce he went 
even farltier llian the common bounds of benevolence, for he 
provided for a coiilingeiicj which appeared perfectlj imaginarj to 
every eye bill his own. 

Before Mr. Bdrli>we led England he vested five huii'lred poundi 
in the funds, iu the name of Tanny, and appaiiikd a trustee lo 
apply ii to her use, in case any tiling should happen to render 
such an Bssiatance necessary. As Funny had no surname, Mr. 
B:irlowe Wdii desciibed her aclual residence at the lime of llie 
donation, and other circumstances proper to idtutify her, wiMi a 
preciiitou that proved his anxiety fur Iier welfare, and his own kind 
heart, beyond the possibility of a doubt. The fiiend, lo whom 
the Iriisl was confided, was cliaigi^d too. to give ioirucilidle iiotiie, 
by leiler, to Mr. Barlowe, should any accident hajipen to pl^ce 
Fanny in circutnsiantes of neiessity, as the generous gift was 
intended merely as a preludv to his fur'her bounly, in case of such 
an event, as it had always been Mr. Barluwe's inlcnliun to indulge 
his daughter's wish of adopting the pretty orphan, if it could be 
done wilhoul prejudice to her favouiile. And although Lord El- 
lincouri's bounty superseded that inl>nliun fur the present, Mr. 
Battowe still cherished llie idea that the stheiiie might yet become 
both practicable and agreeable to all parlies. 

The amiable heart of the gentle Emily felt the most gmteful im- 
pression of her father's hindoesi; yet, still she found it impossible 
to believe any thing llisl militated against the exalted opinion she 
had formed 1 1' Lord Ellincourt's goodness. The beuetoleuce his 
lordship had evinced for her favourite, in thai Irjing uiumeul 
when her own heart wta nearly hrokrn at finding herself pow- 
erless in her cause, had lirst recommended him to het favour ; the 
6grrmen» of a handsome person, and highly -finis lied manneri, had 
completed the conqueM, and the gentle Emily had bi-ittuwed her 
affections, beyond llie power of recalling tliem, upon the uncon- 
scious Ellincourl, before she even suspected such a thing was 
possible. 
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A father's anxious tyts had penelnted the c'*^'^*'^ secicl of 
h<r bosnm ; by ihem he had seen his diughlrr Iwjce Id l^nl 
Eilinconrt's company ; be had observed loo, with rigual ptecition, 
that his lordship's ideas had never wandered inwards the love-tick 
Emily, and bis prudence suggested an immediate teparalion. || 
wai ibii conviction, loo, (hat had induced him lu dwell wtib iwh 
force upon the general depravity o( /aihionabU men, in his con- 
Tcrsalion wilh his daughter, which has just been Tclnlrd, hoping 
that bis just siriclures upon ihe manners of ihc great, w«uM 
tent) lo weaken her partiality Tor Lord Ellincourt. Bnt, sbisl 
when the poels described love as a blind deity, thry ought lo ba*t 
added Ihal he was deaf also, and that his volatiei were geurrallj 
Rubjecl lo Ihe same iuGrmilies. 

Emily Rarlowe had been accustomed lo believe her father's 
she eilber did not ktgr 
or they failed in llirir 



nwe's slay in England soon 
r arrived ihal was lu tear her 



optuions infallible; bat 

Ihem, ftom the reason above menii 

usual effect. 

The year allolted for Emily Bar]< 
glided away, and the mouTDful hou 
from dear Enalaud — her tenderl) -beloved Fanny— and from the 
Gonteroplalioa of that admired cnuntenance, whose smile never 
failed of imparting delighi, and whose frown gave the Ihrill of 
anguish to her hearl. 

Fanny was at Lady Ellincourt's house, on a visit, at ihe lime of 
the Barlowes' departure; and as Emily was a particular favourilc 
wiih her ladyship, she was invited lo spend the last week of her 
stay in London under the same roof with her fanourite. TIrfa 
1 dangerous indulgence to the lender girl, who bad nuw an 
opporluniiy of more frequenlly meeting with another JavourUt, 
not so congenial to her happiness as the blooming Fanny. Lord 
t had Hlways iboughl Emily Barlowe a sweet girl, and 
fell grateful to her for her kindness lo Panny ; but he was too 
much accustomed to llie boldness of modern ladies, whose beauty 
demands rather than wins admiration, to be easily charmed 
unobtrusive merit, and soft feminine loveliness, veiled by Ihe 
of general modesty. 

His lordship felt surprised, therefore, lo find what a chsrmii 
girl he bad so long regarded with indiffereDce, when a more social 
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inUrcourse tlisplayed ifaose altraclions (o bi« nolice, whUh bad 
liefti liillierlo concealed by the amiable ctiffi<l«nce of ihe lo*cly 
postetaor. ' Ujion in^ honour,' aaid bii lotdthip, the morning 
after Emily's depnrlure, ' iipnii my honour, 1 should have bren 
desperately in love willi Emily Barluwe, if she had staid a lillle 
longer. Wb^e did she hide ail h*r powers of cbarmiug so long? 
Mobt youil? ladies Bre Ii> be known, now a-diiys, by conversing 
with tliem iHo or three times ; at Irusl, all ihal ia agreeable in 
lliem; but this lovely creature seems to rise in one's estimaiiiii] 
every time one coiiviises uiih her; and t bave never examined 
her blushing countenance of late, wilboiit discovering sonie 
beauty iinuhsrrved hefure, yet which appeared loo sliiking to be 
ovei looked by any bur no insensible. Can you tell me, my dear 
lUDlher, Ihe reason of this late diatoveryl' 

Lady Ellincoiiri smiled. 'The reason, my dear Edmund, liet 
in your own brenst, where a growing partiality has beauiified iti 
objei-l, and diaeovered charms impervious to any other vition.' 
' What do nol^du admire Emily ihenT asked Lord Ellincourl. 'I 
do, most sincerelv,' answered her ladysliip ;  but so I alwaifi did. 
1 find no tuv) beauties ; she always appeared lo me a love!} girl, 
both in mind and person.' ' I wish yuu had tajd before, that you 
thought her so,' replied Lord Ellincourt, with a tbonghllul look. 
Lady Ellincourt smilrd : ' 1 never wished lo direct your choice, 
Edmund,' saiil she ; ' bul if it had fallen on Miss Emily Barlowe, 
I certainly should have started no objection. Her fortune is large, 
and her family uriexceptionable : bul she is gone, and you must 
enileavour lo forget her.' 

'That is impossible,' replied his lordship, whose imaginaliun 
had grown wnrm in discussing ihe subject, ' I can titver forget (be 
charming Emily, and I have a great mind to follow her to Jamaica.' 
' Take a little lime for consideration,' said Lady Ellincourl ; ' the 
fit may go off; a lovei's eternity is not of lung duration — some- 
times.' ' You Ircal the mailer lightly, my dear moiher,' said Lord 
Ellincourl, ' but depend upon il you will tiud I am serious ; in the 
meantime, I am glad lo find ihis ailiance does not come within Ihe 
censure of ill-assoited matches, which 1 remember you once seri- 
ously warned me against. — Apropos, you said there was a melan- 
choly instance, in our family, of the folly of such mari'iages. 1 wish 
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yoo would tell me the long story, as you 8t}led it ; I feel tn ineli- 
DatioD for such an indulgeoce : will you grant it me 1* ' With plea- 
sure, my dear Edmund/ replied Lady Ellincourt, ' when we bare 
time to get to the end of it, which is not the case now. This even* 
iDg, however, I shall be at your service. Fanny is to returo to 
Myrtle Grove this morning : her young companions will console her 
better than I can, for the loss she has sustained^ or at least make 
her forget her sorrow, for that is the only remedy at her age/ 
Lord Ellincourt said he would accompany his mother in her morn- 
ing drive, and assist in taking their mutual favourite to school. 

Fanny was now in her eleventh year, and beaniiful as aa mngel. 
There was such an expression of innocence and sweetness m her 
countenance, that it was impossible not to lo?e her ; and although 
the tints of the rose, the lily, the violet, and the carnation, com- 
bined to render her complexion lovely, it was the emanation of her 
heavenly mind that gave that brilliancy to her countenance, which 
rendered it truly dazzling. Lord Ellincourt contemplated liis 
lovely ward, as he sat opposite to her in his mother's barouche, 
and he was more than ever struck with her exquisite bemuty. 
That sweet girl, thought he, must be protected with unceasing 
vigilance, or she will fall a sacrifice to some of the wretches her 
uncommon loveliness will not fail to attract around her. But, 
although Lord Ellincourt felt the necessity of protecting Fanny, 
he neglected the surest method of doing so, and thereby verified 
Mr. Batlowe's opinion of him, that he was a thoughtless as well as 
a young man. 

We will now, however, set down Fanny at Miss Brideweirs, mod 
jumping over a few hours, or killing them by any faskiomabb 
device, bring our readers to Lady £llincourt*s fire.side ; where^ her 
ladyship on one side, and her son on the other, they may lisfeo to 
our n^xt chapter, which contains a long story. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



A Long Story, 

IVl Y father/ said Lady Elliiicourt^ * was, ^fou know, the Marquis 
of Petersfield ; but at the time of his coming to age, there was very 
little probability of his ever attaining to that dignity, as he was 
only a very distant branch of the Trentham family, and oo less 
than thirteen living claimants, besides the chance of their having 
children, stood between him and the title ; yet such is the muta- 
bility of all human tenures, that, notwithstanding these opposing 
obstacles, my father became Marquis of Petersfield by the time he 
was eight-and-thirty. He was then a widower, with two children— 
my dear lamented brother and myself. Happy would it have been 
for us had he never been induced to re-enter the pale of wedlock! 
My father had doted on my mother, and he transferred his affec* 
tions to her children, when she was borne from him by a prema- 
ture death. Never was a fonder parent, a more indulgent friend, 
than he always approved himself to us, whilst we were so happy 
as to share his love between us. 

'My brother was nearly three years older than I was, and the 
most perfect friendship existed between us from the first dawn of 
reason. My beloved Seymour was of so sweet a disposition that 
be made it his study to render me happy ; and the little superiority 
h% bad over me, in point of age, rendered him at once my instruc- 
tor and playmate. At the time of my father's second marriage, I 
had just attained my fourteenth year, and Seymour was seventeen. 

' The lady selected for our mother-in-law was every way my 
father's inferior, both as to rank and fortune; being merely the 
daughter of a subaltern officer, who had been educated as half- 
boarder at a school of repute, and from thence attained to the 
employment of governess to two overgrown girls of fashion, whose 
ill-judging mother had engaged Miss Henderson to relieve her from 
the irksome task of entertaining bief daughters ; for instruction 
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ha>l iieen long oul a{ tlie i|iii-stiurt wiili ihe piipitt coninillcd (o 
hrr care. Tlie elUval. Mi»» NnHDril, wai wveniecB «t llic Hm 
Mitt Htndcrion eoiereil Lady Huward't family, luid llie ^otuigM 
contiderably liiriietl of 6(letn. 

'Tbe girls were GO-lieite«t«t, anil pcifcclty awatu of iheiri^ 
pToai:hing itiilt^p«ndencc. Tlicir I'ortunei nt^re \o be al their okd 
disposal Ihe very day of llieir coiniog nf age, 

'Mist Henderson wni arrful enoj^h to coasull her own fail«mt 
lailier Ihan Ihe trnprovcmeiK of her pupils; tbe aceufdEnglj fr^ 
diilged their tnoM capricious fancies, Hnd cnlcrrd ioin their mot) 
tiDreii ton able projecls with a drgrce of pmivut perseverance^lhil 
auccceded in rrndeiing her indispenanhlv to Ibeit hjpjiiness. Tbit 
was jusl what Mit« Henderson had iaieniled, and she exulted in 
the succetsof her schemet. Inslead of being dismissed whea lltr 
pnpilt were presented, as is usual with governesses ia general. 
Miss Hendersoa was retained as Iheii companion, with an increa^ 
ed salary, that she inigbl he enabled to visit with them, in a style 
of elegance suitable Id Ihe appeartnce of the ladies she accompa- 
nied. This much wished fr>r intercourse wilU llie fa&hionabit 
wutid, introduced Miss Henderson to my father, and her amhilion 
was fired with the hopet of obtaining his notice at a lover, wtiitll 
hopes were afteiwards but loo fatally realized, fur the welfare of 
my unfortunate brother and myself. Miss Henderson was ibe 
epitome of every thing that is baleful in woman ; artful, designiiij, 
anil iusKliiibly ambilious. 

' In Ihe subordinate station she had hitherto filled, it had b<-eii 
necessary for bet to display the mutt unvaiying compl.iisance. 
She had appeared, therefore, to my father's infalualeJ fnncy, > 
gentle, timid creature, whose diffidence and unassuming modetli 
veiled half the perfecliont of her mind; and he exulled in die 
thought nf bestowing upon bis children a mother-in-Uw, who 
woubl be ai solicilous for their welfare as he was himself. Un- 
happy delusion ! which cost him hut loo dear I No sooner wiu 
Mist Heudetson raised to llie rank of Marcbioness of PetersfieK 
Ihiin all her complaisance, her bumiUly, and her gentlenes 
nished like the fading meteor. 

' The most haughty airs, Ihe most intolerable caprice, 
instantly displayed by tbe new-made peeress, and /tit by ei 
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I mifotlunate crealuTc wlio cfline witliio the circle of iier power. 

I To my brother sbe look the most itiveterale dislike, Trom the lirst' 

I week of her marriage ; and Lord Ditrham's e:tlravHg!inee, and 

I Lord Durham's idleness, ihe unformed rudeness oT liis inaniieK, 

soon beciime the iinfailins theme of lier invecliTe. Whilst he' 

was 8t hume Ihe poor }outh never enjoyed a innine[)r» ri-spite 

from her malice; ttnd when he returned lo college, his hills were 

censuri-d, his allowance curlailH, and evrry vexatious lortnre 

' inflicted upon him, whicb cruelly could invent, or ingenuity 

devise. To rac she was more indulgent, for she fell not ihe same' 

jeHloiisy of my esialencr, which disiutted her with regard lo my 

brother. 

'Siie was ambitious of hecom'ng the mother, as well as 
ihe wife, of » inatquis ; and ihe hrrlh of h sou, llie jewr after her 
marriniEe, rendered her more formidably malicious to Lord Dur- 
ham, than she had ever been before. Al the age of nineteen my 
dear brother was sent abroad, lo give thai necessary finish lu 
polite education, which used lo be acquired by visiting the dif- 
ferent courts of Europe, but which has been impracticable ever' 
since French anarchy h»s convulsed every European &tuie wiih 
war and faclion. The evening before his departure, tile amiable 
\ouib was in my dressing-room, piissing the last feM hi>ui» of his 
May in ihe parental mnntion, with Ihe only person who appeared 
lo lament hif departure. My father's affediuo had long been 
weaned from lilin by the artifiees of bis cruel moiher-in-Iaw. 
■■My dear Calharine," said Lord Durham, pressing my hand 



as he spoke, 

of which yoi 



whom I I 



 I am al ibis moment l»bourin° under a» atfliclion 
r genlle breail has no idea. The pangs 1 frcl at 
ly sweet sister are severe indeed ; but wiiat will she 
sure her that there exists anotktr dear one, from 
o( tear myself williout feelings of iigony, nolhing 
inferior to those which pari Ihe soul and body \" " Good hea- 
vens!" exclaimed I, "what means my dearest Seymour 1" " I 
mean;" replied the sweet youth, "that I have undone myself by 
my impriidenee, and that I have involved the most amiable of 
her sex in my ruin— 1 am married !'' " Married !" repealed I ; 
" and to whom 1 " " To an anget," rejoined he, wringing his hands 
in ai(ony. " Ob 1 Caroline, your heart will bleed for her, whea 
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you know her." " Have you never liinlird your ailuattoa lo nj 
father 1" inquired I, trembling as I spoke; for I perceived such 
a wildneM in my brother's looks, thai it alarmed me beyond ex- 
preHion. " 1 never touclied upon llie subject but once," answered 
lie, " and then I was sileuced in a manner too decisive to admit 
of my again renewinR it." 

^ " But who is the kity 1" laid I. " You forget my anxiely, for 
I^ sure you wi.ulJ.ifol (rifle wiih ii." "You know Lad; 
'Emily Hiachtnbroke." '\I do," replied I; "bulturclyil is not 
ber, thedaiiRhier of my^ather's deadly fne; the man who would 
have deprived him of life." " It is, it is," exclaimed Seyroonr, 
in an agony of grief. " Ah I why did t ever behold her face? 
Why was 1 ever taught llie ineslimible value of ati atfectioo lliat 
has undone me I But I nill no lunger keep you iti sujpense ; tbe 
mournful story h a short one : — 

"I bee»Tiic acquainted with the fascinating Emily whilst ana 
visit lo Lord Rivertdule, ber maternal uncle, whose son has always 
been my most intimaie friend at college; the aliacliment was 
mulual: and I really believe its violence was increased by the 
ceriainty that ii never could be approved by our parenis. A 
secret correspondence hus been carried on these two years between 
na; and at lengili, in a fit of desperatinn, it was determined that 
we should be askrd in church, and married, as we were bolb under 
age, and could'nui be uniled by any other means. This plan was 
the suggestion of Sir Henry Puulet, Lord Riversdale's son, who 
has been our confidant from the beginning of onr attachment 
In a fatal hour we both acceded lo it. Emily was on a visit it 
Lord Riversdale's. in Bi-rkeley Square ; and as I visited there 
every day, with the freedom of a son, the unfortunate scheme 
was but too easily accomplished. 

" It is now about live months since we were united, and atresdy 
have we deeply repeuted our imprudeni rashness; and yet our 
repentance does nol originate in any decay of affection, far from 
it, our love is more tender, more ardeut than ever; but, alai] 
we see loo plainly the fatal consequences of our impatience. 
My own sufferings would be nothing in my eyes, were it not foe 
those entailed upon my Emily. Ohi that any selfish gralification 
should hate induced me to fill that heatt with sorrow, that beUs 
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only for mel The serrel hai liilherlo been kept inviolable, and 
1 believe unsuspecled ; but thai serutiiy i) nl an end, for Lord 
Si<niertown has fixed upion a hiisbdnd for his daughter, and ^he 
baa received notice lo prepare herself fur the event. The rioh 
Marquis of Alderney is bis intended son-in-law. Emily entreaU 
me 111 leave her lo the developemenl of our unhappy secret, and 
assures me ihdi she constiters it a fortun^tle circumstance ihal I 
am alioui to leave EiigUnit, aa she thinks her father's linger will 
ciiiil snnner when he frels the impnssibilily of wrenking it upon 
me. Bui tbege arguments have link weight with a heart so anxious 
as mine; and I would rather brave his utmost fury than leave tny 
angel Enily lo rucounler ibe slightest share of his resi'ntmenl. 
I hdve dune every Ibing in my fiower lo delav my j'mrney, but 
notbins can avail me to prnlracl my depiirtLire any lunger, unless 
I m.'ke a premature discMivery. wbieh must inevitably pr»ve fatal 
lo us biith. 1 am cnnsiiaiited, therefore, lo abandon her my soul 
holdi dearest upon earth, at the moment she stands most in need 
of my support. 

" All our hopes rest upon snme accidental rupture of the mar- 
riage treaty, between Lord S.imerlown and the Marquis of Alder- 
ney. If Emily could hut remain uumoleBted until I am of age, 
every thing would be well. Henry Poulet has promised lo give 
me notice, should any violent step be taken with my Emily, that 
I may fly to her succour ; for what barriers could prevent me from 
returning, if her danger called for my prnfeclion^ No impediment 
that seas, rocks, or mountains can present, could for an instant 
intimidate a mind absorbed as mine is. by une object dearer than 
life itself." 

' I listened lo this recital of my brother's unfortunate story 
vith an aching bean, too well acquainted with the animosity that 
existed between Lady Emily's lather and my otvii, lo forni the 
slightest hope of iheir ever being reconciled ; my pfoplieiic eve 
beheld in an instant the phial of veiigeanee poured upon their 
devoted heads. Lady Peiersheld 1 knew would .iggravalu every 
Ibing likely to render my broiher obnoxious lo my luiher'i anger; 
and i too plainly foresaw thai the unpropitioiis union would unt 
be long a secret. Yet still I thought it belter thai my brother 
should DOl be within reach of Lord Somerlown's veugeauue 
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I during llie first einoliims of (ury ihai would fullow ihe fatal di«04< 
very: 1 lliercfurc urged hi§ imniediatr ileparlute; and, endu- 
Tuuriii^ lo veil my own agoniieil fteliiies, 1 spuke ihe words of 
liope, whilst my heart ireiubied with terror. Mv fnllering M- 
cenl«, however, hut ill-accorded with ihe chrerfulaesa I niibed M 
ijispire. Seymour wrung my hand, whilst ag >ny whs painted on 
his couiiteoance. " II is in vain, my sisler, that you atiempt lo 
GODS'.le me — that pale cheek — thai quivering lip, Bud tear-fraught 
eye, but too plainly lell me what you think of our siluadoD. 
The iWn is cast, and our faie is irrevocable. To heaven I cdid- 
mend my EiaJy. Ah, surely innocence, such as hers, will not 
be foriakenl And jet, why *liould I abandon lierl No! I will 
May, and brave the worst; 1 will ihis nighi cunTess ruy niarriage 
to my I'aiher, and implore his protection for my adored wife. 
He will not, 1 am sure, be able to resist the eloquence of a love 
like mine.' 

"For beavpn's sake," inlerrnpled I, 
a mad scheme, replete with instant ruin. 
my falher by )our eluquence; but oh! lell i 
auliitienlly skilled in persuasion lo sooth 
Somerlown '! You are both under age ; the marriage can therefore 
Ve set aside ; and you may depeud upon il that would be the lirU 
atep her vindictive father would take, should you, by a preuialura 
()iscovery, put it inio liis power to do so. You are going abroad ; 
when you return yon will be of age. ft will be easy lo tind an 
opporiuniiy of rendering your marriage indissoluhle by repealing 
the ceremony; and who knows what accidenls may iiiierveue, 
duiing the period of your absence, ihai may render its renewal 
more pr/>pilious i Lord Somerlown is nut immortal; and should 
be die, I am sure ray falher^s animnsily will die with him. He ii 
Ion good a man to visit the sins of the falher upon Ihe innocent 
offspriiifi." 

" True, my dear sister," replied Lord Durham. " But instead of 
the fair prospect you endeavour to place before my eyes, suppose 
my Emily's stern parent should insist upon her giving her hand to 
another; what will becume of the timid girl, unsupported as she 
will then he by the husband for whose sake she must brave the 
brutal fury of that most vindictive man }" " Should any treaty i 
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marriage be likely to be bruugbl to » concluBioD," said I, " it will 
tbeii be time rnougb for yuu to letuTD and acknowledge your 
tDuiriage. I promise to take llie first opportunity of getting an 
iiiierview with Lndy Emily. I visit a lady who is iiilimale with 
her. We will then lay a plan for carrying on a correspoDdence ; 
and I [iromise la i»rarm you of every movement whieh seems 
likely to threaten yuur beloved Emily with danger." " Kind, be- 
loveil sister !" exL-laimed my brother, preitsiug my hand, " 1 will 
rely i>n your friendship, and he guided hy your advice; and 
believe me it is no small consoUlion to oar, in thii hour of liial, 
to pub^i'ss a confiduut so ready to symparhize in my sufferingH." 

' So'iN alii-r iliis conversarion my brother took his leave, and I 
passed Uit' remainder of the night in tears and lameiiialions, with- 
out Htlempiiug to undress myself or go to bed. Ai the peep of 
day 1 heard the carriage, that was to convey him away, come to 
the dour. 1 crept to my window, and saw him step ioto it, attend- 
ed by liis tutor; the door closed upon him, and the raliling of the 
wheels was soon lost in distance. I listened to the Usi faint 
sound; and throwhtg myself upon my bed, I exclaimed. He is 
gone! 1 shall see that beloved face no more, My tears oearly 
suffocated me, and i sank upon my pillow in an agony of woe. 
Alas! my worils were prophetic — I saw the uoble youth no motet 
He was doomed to fall beneath the murderous steel of an assassin ! 
But 1 must not anticipate the caiBslrophe. 

'Laid Durham was no sooner gnat, thair our cruel mother-in- 
law set every engine lo work to ruin him with his father. Through 
the medium of a discarded servant from Lnid Somertown's, the 
learned the secret of my brolhcr'a attachment lo Lady Enily. Uf 
the marriage, however, she kaew nothing, nor do 1 beiivve a sns- 
piciou of such a circumstance ever crossed her imagiiialinu. Ton 
was, however, snllicieiit to exasperate my falhrr. Tlie bare idea 
of a conucnion between his son and the daughter of his im)>ldoable 
euemy filled him with fury ; and so artfully did his uuprmcipled 
wife work upon bis irritated feelings, that he took a sulemii oath 
never lo see his son again, if he persisted in liii cbuicn of Lady 
Emily for a wife. 

'This resolution was communicated lo my unfortunate brother, 
in a letter from his inceased father, who imprecated the moat 
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jtual ciiiiliileuce. We could 
IrieiiHIy iriierciuries, tiuius- 
. Poor Lad} Bmily's Jieallb 
le pale tni\ ihiii, and the de> 
rfase dailj'. She was so ur- 
iie as pussible with hrr, Ihai I uflen 
ify her : and iht cnnseqiicnce vat, 
■field discoveied uur iniimai-v, b; 
Phil Wis lri'«h fond fur her malice; 
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most saliitur> cuusnUtton Irniii our 
not inerl openly, but weenjmed o 
ppL'led, ai ihf hcitibe nf a ihirl pen 
begun l<i dei'liue ra|iidly. Slie brc 
pressiiiH of her spirits seemed lo 
gi'ni for me to pass as mucn lime i 
went imprudent lenjjlhi to ^r 
that Die iuiplacable Lddy Pel 
means of some ol her spies. T 
and she did iiol fail to makt: u 
unhii|ii>y lovers. 

* Lady Emily had shown so much firmness in the refusal of the 
Mdiqiiis of Aldetney's addresses, thai her faihei, who did not ill 
llie li'ugl decree suspeet ihe cause ot ii, yteliled In her obatinacy, 
and dismissed ilie Invet. Whai ihen was his fury when he was 
inriiimed by a Idler from Lady PeXTsfield, that Ihere was a secret 
correspondence carried on between his daughter and Lord Durhami 
The letter uas couched in terms of hanghly defiance, and implied 
lo have been written by my father's order. Il contained a peremp- 
tory iujunctiuQ lo put s stop to the connection, or to tremble for 
Ihe couaequeoces. 

'Nti language could do justice to the rage that agitated tlie 
furious car! when he had read ihe fatal letter. He seni for Lady 
Emily into his presence ; and so violent was the paroxysm of his 
anger, that he would certainly have made her iia victim, by de> 
siroying her the instant she came before him, but for Ihe timely in- 
terference of a servant, who came lo her assistance, and forcibly 
dragged her from her enraged I'aiher, at ihe peril of his owa life, 
aud conveyed her out of her paternal mansion before Lord Sumer- 
lown was aware of his intention. The sweet girl lay concealed in 
an obscure lodging for several days; and Ihe servant having 4 
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apppared also, tht vuice nf scandal snnn sprrad rbe rrporl tliat ''- 
Lord Someilown's (Uugliler liad tan .<ff willi h.r lolh^r'!. I.>»lii>»n. 
'Lattv Pelersfield t<i<il( care in liave s^vpfhI paragra; lis rrspecl- 
tng litis preteiidfd elupemenl InseiUd in difT- rent papers, and 
collecling ihe various reports fiigpilier, slie miide a packet of ihem, 
and sent ilietn wnli Lord DnrlMiu's leiirrs in Fli>rencF. A leiier 
from me, however, wtiil liy ilie same marl, winch >iir<>rnird my 
broUier of Lord Somerlown'a ill rreaimeni of Ladv Emilv. and her 
fortunale escape from his Ijranny. I assured him his brloved 
Emily was in safe hands, and had ileletmined ton-turn no more to 
her fiilher, as she found herself in  fair way nt becoming  mo- 



ther, and therefore knew 
a circumstance being kii< 



a well Ihe fatal consequences ot such 
I to her father, lo ri>h so dangerous 
a step. I endeavoured to inspire my brother with a degree .of 
confidence I did iiol feel myself; but my letter pruduced the 
contrary etTect, fur it made liim tuke the lash resoluTiou of return- 
iag immediately to England. 

'His tortured mind bthcid his beloved v,\fe exposed lo everj 
danger, both fiom relations and sirang'Tn; oppressed by her 
father, traduced by the world, and defenceless amidst a host of 
enemies. The picture was too horrible In dwell upon, Hud without 
giving me any notice nf his .Intention, the unforluuale yi'ulh set 
out on Ills relrugrade Journey. In the meanlime every eH'urt was 
made by Lord Somertuwii to discover the reireal of bis daughter, 
but wilhout success; she slill eluded his vigilance, and was so 
forluiiute as to reach the bouse of a generous friend, who had 
deteraiined to run all risks for her sake, wiihoui any suspiciua 
being awakened among Ihf numerous spies who were upon the 

this lucky circumstance, I wrote the pleasius; nrws to my bii>lher, 
little imagining that he was on his way In England, regardless of 
danger, and impatient of delay. 

'Al Ibis time my father removed his family to ibe counlry for 
the summer, and I was under ibe necessity of nccompauying liira. 
This was a cruel trial to me. as I foniid it very difbcull lo oblain 
any intelligence of Emily, as it was impossible lo wiile in her by 
diiecl means i and Ihe Itdious methods I was forced tn adopt, 
readered my suspeuie aud auxiely inlolerable. At length (be 
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agreeable news reacbeii me iliKt she liad given birlh 1o a dsDghta; 
and was in a fair way to do well. 

'Huw did I e;tiill h1 lliat monifnl in ll)e (ileasing reflection that 
tliesweel infanl li«d escaped Iht fury of Lnrd S<>ni<-rl '<)«>■, ffoai 
whose vindictive mee I Ml ilie moot dreailTul npiirctiensioM, 
Alas! 1 had bill litlle linie fur CKullalioii, »a a very ifv/ ifa;tg mitf 
elapsed berote llie deeprsi sorrow orerw helmed me, in rbe pr&; 
mature dralb of llietiiosi ainiableof hro'lien. Lord Dnrliam bad 
pursued bis Joarupy Id England with sui'li unierniMiDg diligence, 
thai he arrived in London befure I ihotlglit il (iriibable he bad 
received my Irtter. 

'Disappointed at not finding mt in Inwn, he wrnti? lo me id 
Itasle 10 inquire ihe reireai of liis bclovfd Gmily. Tliis leit«r. b; 
on.e oj" tliose uubitk^ chances thai loo freijuenily occur in clandes* 
line proceedings, fell into the bands of our implacable mulliCT- 

' Lord Durham's hand-wriling was well known (o ber : and a* 
the London posl-mark struck hrr eye, ber fertile imAginaiion pre- 
sented the possibiliiy of my brother's relurn to England on Ladji 
E'Htly's account. Lady Petersfield hud no idea Ihat the nnhappy 
pair were already uniled, but supposed ihat Lord Durham bad 
been brought back by Emily's enlreaiii^s, that ihe union might be 
cemented. Tliere v9i noibing Lady Petersfitid dreaded more 
than my hrollier's marrying; and she naliirally concluded, as be 
was BO mui'h allached to Lady Emilv, if elie could but prevent the 
inurriage, (here would be liille danger of his making unolbei 
chuice. Full of these ideas, therefore, the cruel nouian carried 
my brnlher's letter lo my father, wll1ir>iit breaking Ihe seal ; anij 
impaititig her sentiments to him upon )he ^ubJL'er, left it lu hii 
own option whether he would read it or not. My lather did not 
faesilaie a moment, but leaiing open the falal letier, he soon bf 
came master of 'he carefully coiii'ealed secret. 

■Goad heavens! what a scene followed! I was srni far by m; 
enraged parent, and liiaded with every epithet augrr could <3ia- 
tate or passion uiler. In acteiils scarcely afliculale from fury, 
he demanded iht; place of Lady Emily's retirement, and usid be 
would nut only diaiuherii, but inslanily lenounee me, if I refused 
lo satJiiry him on thai head. His threats had, however, no otbcr 
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cffccl than thai of determining me (o keep (he aectel inviolable. 
"Oh! my falher," sairf I, throwing myself on niy knees before 
liim: "nhl my father, spare your unhappy Haughler, and leuipt 
her not to betray conlidiiig rriendnhip. 1 have solemnly sworn not 
to reveal to any one the retreat of my unhappy sister; and I can- 
not break the lacred vow, though yon were even cruel enough to 
fulfil your dreadful threats, and crush me beneath the weight of 
your vengeance." 

" Begone from my presence, serjienl," said my falher; "be- 
gnne, or I shall curse thee! How soon (toes a girl, when she 
is made the confidant of a romanliv love story, lose ull sense of 
duty, all shame of aciiog rebelliuus to her parents. Vou lalh of 
friendship with your fullier'a hitter enemy; and would prefer 
wounding his hrarl to the unpardonable crime of betraying this 
liighly prized friend. But call her not your sister ; at iiOur ptril 
give her not Ihat name. She is not — she cannot be that. No 
marriage can he good which h contracted by a minor; and I will 
take care your brother shall have no opportunity of renewing ihe 
contract. Begone to your apartment, girl, and in lhat retirement 
endeavour to recal to your perverted mind gome sense of filial 
duly. I forbid you to leave your room irniil I withdraw die ]iro- 
bibition; and if you value your hrulhrr's happiness attempt not 
to wiite to him." 

' I obeyed my father's harsh mandate in silence, and retired 
slowly to my room, where I had lite mortificatian oF finding my- 
self constantly attended, and closely watched by Lady Felersfield's 
confidential friend — a vreature who seemed lo bear hu iustincliTC 
hatred both to my brother aud myself, 

'In ihe meantime my father wrote to Lord Durham, and 
informed hint that having come to a knowledge of hit most 
unpardonable misconduct, in attaching himself to Lady Emily, 
he offered liim his pardon, on one conditinu only, namely, to 
return immediately to Ihe continent, without attempting to see 
the object of his imprudent choice. " All efforts lo nblaiu a* '. 
interview," added my falher, " will prove ineffectual, tind iiti\y 
serve to expose you lo my just resentment, as LtiHy Emily is now 
in her father's bouse, where 1 hope she will recover  proper 
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' Tlie receipt of ttiU letter, instead of inlimiil'dling my brother, 
as it was intended to do, liad a contrary efCtcl, and delermiiMd 
bim ioalanlly to declare his marriage to both f^miliea, aud ileioaDd 
his wife. Full of tliis resolution, be wrote a letter lo liis ffttb«r, 
acknowledging his fault in having luken a siep of such import- 
ance without his sanction, but at the same time declaring ibal 
it was bis fixed resolve to abide by the consequences, be the; what 
they Diiglil, and llie only for his Emily. " 1 sin going," added 
he, *' to demand ber of bee cruel father, for she shall no Jotiger 
remain under bis tyranny." 

'The letter concluded wilb a mtut affecting eNtreat; Uti 
pardon, and an appeal to Lord Petersfield's parental feelinga \t 
behalf of his unfortunate son. Ah soon as niy brother bad dil< 
patched this letter, he flew lo Lord Somerluwn's, end retjuealed 
an interview with his lordship. To his surprise he waa iminedi* 
alely admitted. Lord Someitown received him with haughty cold* 
neis, but without any appearance of the violence he bad expeetedf 
Encouraged by Ibis, Lord DurbaiD entered upon an immediate 
explanation of bis marriage with Lady Emily, and in a mild, bat 
determined mannerg desired to be allowed to see her. 

" Who told you she was in ray house ?" asked Lord SomertowH.. 
" My father," replied Lord Durham. " The information ia worthy 
the inbroier," rejoined the exasperated earl, whose counienaiH* 
DOW bore testimony to (he rage that boiled wilbiu his bosnn,- 
" I will lell you what, young man," added he, iu a voice scatcelyi 
articulate through stifled fury; "I will lell you what, you have 
injured me beyond Ibe reach of remedy, and I wiil have tm- 
geenee. Remember i [ tell you so. As to my daughter, ahe ii 
uol, nor ever shall be your wile. Much sooner would I see her 
^j^pire beneath the tortures of Ihe rach, ibun acknowledge micIi 
an- union. Your boasted marriage is null and void, fur you ate 
both under age. Name it not again, for I will annul it." 

" My marriage is valid, and no power can annul ii," replied. 
Lord Durham ; " we were married at our parish church, uflet 
having the banns published three limes, in ihe same placv, ■» 
cording to the form prescribed ; and had you, my lord, aiiended 
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public worshiti, as yon ought to do, yoir would liate Iiad an oppor. 
limit; of farbiiMing the banns, if the marriage did not meet witli 
your approbation." 

"Vile traitor!" exelaimed Lord Somerlown, " begone from my 
presence ■," and he rang the bell for the servants lo turn my bro- 
ther out, wliich Ihey did by force, with the most insnleni bruta- 
lity. 

"Remember," cried Lord Soniertown, as the men were drag- 
ging my brother ou', "remember I will annul llie mnrriage; tliere 
are mote ways (hiin one uf doing it. No Trenlham shall unite 
tarith my family, and live." When my brotlii?r returned borne, he 
wrote a teller lo n>e, relating all that had paised at Lord Somer- 
lown'a, 8ud enireniing me lo inform him whether hia Emily wag, 
indeed, under lier father's roof. 

'My brother desired mc In endeavour lo soften his father in 
bis favour, and lo lend him what assistance 1 coutd, in finrling 
Ids beloved wife. The writing of this letter was the last action 
Ibat was known of the unfortunate youth's life. A note bad been 
given him, whilst he was employed in it, and as soon as he had 
finished it he look his hat, and went out. His servant wailed up 
for bim until the dawn of day, nnd fell great alarm M his staying 
out, as it was very unusual with my brother to do so. When the 
porter got up. Lord Durham's valet went to bed, and having 
slept till nine o'clock, found his anniely greatly increased, when 
he learned (hat his lord bad not yet returned. 

• My father, on the receipt of my brother's letter, had set im- 
mediately off for London, and arrived ihere laie the same oigbr. 
The house was in the utmost confusion when he alighted from 
his carriage, as the bleeding body of my brother had ju9t b^en 
found in Kensington Gardens, and tecenlly owned by his atlec- 
lionate valel, whose anxiety for his master's safety had led him 
all over the town in search of him. The report of a wounded 
gentUmati being fouud in Kensington Gardens soon reabhed his 
ears, and he flew to the spot whither -Lord Durham had been 
conveyed by the persons who found him, and where surgical aid 
bad been administered i[r vain; for although my dear brother 
showed signs of life for several" hours after he was found, he 
never spoke, nor gave the least loken of sensibility, and every 
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glimmeriiig or Ii0|>e vnts &til, and ihe lait faint ilrug^le ova, 
bcfuie poor Gmliam 4rrived, wl>i> intlaitlty recogniird tli* iMlOMd 
master, wlieu liu looked upon liis lileless corpse, disfigimd u it 
wa* 1)} wouads mid blood ; and on learcliJiiK his pockrls narrowly, 
a Dole, wiiicli had escaped the nollcr of ihe lirsi examiaera. Mil 
found, vtliich Lord Durbam bad received oiily  hw miniiln 
before be left bis fattier'i liouse, and whluti, uo doubt, l«d binto 
llie spot where he waj murdered. 

'The haud-wriling was an itnilaiion of Lady Etnily'i, aod Ike 
word* were uiertly these — " Preciselj' at five o'clock liiia an» 
uoon you will find a person at Kensington Garden gatr, wbo wm 
lead you lo your faithful wife —Emily." 

'A latent h»pe of reviving bis dear lord, noiwiihslandiDg h» 
tifrless appearance, and the opinion of the surgeon, bad indaetd 
poor Graham to have my brother conveyed liooie, where eicfjr 
aid was imnicdialely summoued that anxiety and affection conM 
tugiresl ; but huniau help was of uo avail, ihe vital apiirtt bad 
fled, aud the inanimate body was incapable of receiving succour- 
'The falal aenleacc had just been primuunced by the surgeon 
Graham's care bad iiMembled, at the moment uf my father's «• 
rival. It is impossible to describe the agony of ihut dislracltd 
patent, when ihe falal news was revealed to him. tie had set out 
oil his journey wiili sentiments of Ibe most violent anger tuwardi 
his son, ahd determined at all events to annul Ihe marriage, wbtdl 
WHS Ibe cause of his displeasure, little expecting to find it Im 
ever set aside by a catastrophe so t'aial. The circumstances oF 
luy poor brother's being discovered were extraordinary. Two 
men, employed in llie gardens, had beard the report of two pistoK 
whilst they were at ilie opposite aide of the gardens; they both 
agreed that it was a duel, and made the best of their way towards 
|. the spot llie sound appeared lo come ftoin. 

^^■^ * They were some lime, however, before ibey found anv ifaiDg to 

^^^1 confirm their suspicions. As it was a rainy day no person wri 

^^P walking: and when Ihey bad looked in vain for some I race a of ihe 

supposed duelisis, ibey were about lo abandon ibeir opinion, and 

reluiu to their work, when one of ibeni stumbled over somethiitg 

I lying on the grass, and on stoopiog to examine what it was, fuumt 

^^^ a pistol. This circumslance reviving their former suspicioa, ^^^H 
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'd my uiifor- 
exlendeil at the foot of a large tree, whose 
:he9 had so darkened the spol, that ihe loiii; grass 
until the men were close lo him. Wt hal was olf, 
! dislance from him, and ti pialol unloaded lay close 
jine fuiiil signs of life, that appeared on a tloiie ex- 
iced the mra li> lift him from his cold bed, and 



convev him to (he nearml public house ; Ihouiih a fear fur their 
own safety had well nigh deterred them from the charitable act, as 
llie mysterious circumstances of his death rendered it but loo 
probable that they might be suipccted of murdering him. Their 
bumanily triumphed over their fe<<rs, and they acted the pari of 
the ^nod Samaritan. On their entrance in the public house, the 
Dies desiied the landlord ta examine the dear youth's pockets- 
when his purse was fuund, containing a considerahli> sum of money, 
and his watch, which was a gold repealer of great value; which 
proved beyond a doubt that he had not been robbed. 

'From a fear of getting into trouble, the landlord of the public 
bouse where my brother lay had summoned the coroner with the 
utmost dispatch, and an iuifuest was held upon the body before it 
was cold. At this invesligation it had been decided that the gen- 
lleman had been killed in a duel with some persou unknown; as 
the two pistols bvini; fuund at a distance from each other, proved 
he had not put an end lo his ova exiitenve ; and his properly being 
untouched, was a presumptive evidence that he had not fallen by 
Ihe baud of a robber. The mournful ceremony was over before 
 he arrival of Graham, who reprobated their precipitation in Ibe 
strongest terms, exclaiming, ' That he was sure bis dear master was 
not dead, but had only fainted through loss of bloud.' 

' lie bad his lord removed, therefore, as soon as a litter could 
be provided, with the lenderest caution; but, as i have already- 
related, disappoiolment was Ibe *ad result of all Ihe faithful 
creature's endeavours. 

' Tbe consequences of this mournful event was a serious fit uf 
ilbieis lo my father, whose agonized feelings Were too much for hit 
GODslituliou; he reproached himtelf iucessanlly with bis son's 
death, Itelieving his own severity bad driven him on his ruin. Not- 
witbstaading Ihe circumslanee of tiro pistols beiug feued at a dis- 
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tancf fmrn «clt iitlier, my fallier alvsvs lliaoglil rlml Lord Dar> 
hHm bad killed liinsfiri allbough lUe note fuand in liis packet 
by Gralmro, but Ino plainly poinle<t out the mournful Ifulfa, ■nd 
left uol a sbadAw of doubt upon ray mind IhRt my brother bad 
barn ttepauned by ibr vik* furgrry into tlie power of an 8s«aMia; 
ttho tbut NSEHsiLu wti« bits never been discovered, (bougb I nmri 
onn aiy suspicions rested on one person only, eitlier as the priB* 
cI|mI, or Hi least ttie employer. My Tallier sent for me Ihe 4af 
after he look bis bed, and endcuvoured by liis tcndetnesa to aiMM 
(or the harsh manner in wliiub be bad Irealed me. 

'He mentioned bis inlcniions of acknowledging Lady Durbaa 
and her inraiil, and sent me lo the place of her coaceaimmtf mitit 
a hind message (o ibal purpoif. 

' ' But, alas ! a new sorrow was prepared for me. The retreataf 
the unfortunate Emily bad been discovered by her implaoUe 
father, who forcibly conveyed her to one of liis own mansions iit 
a distant couoliy. Tlie lovely creature had refused to part with 
her child, who was accordingly permitted lo accompany her io 
ber baiusbmedl. 

'My father received the news of this fresh act of cruelty with 
real concern. He had rested his hopes of conciliating bia unnsy 
conscience by showing to ibe beloved wife of bis lamented son tiw 
deep penitence be fett for his former cruelty, and endeavouring (a 
atone for it by every act of tenderness ber forlorn situalioo n- 
quired. This mournful aalitfactioo was, however, denied hiai 
and he took on so heavily, that his grief produced a train of d>»> 
orders, which soon became fatal. He survived bis son only thir- 
teen months. Oaring ihe whole of tFint ojelaucholy period, I lived 
totally secluded from society. Lady E'eterslield endeavoured ia 
vain to displace me from my father's sick-room; 1 was tenacious of 
my post as bead-nurse, and as my services appeared more agree- 
able to my unhappy parent ihau any oilier persoa's, all ber ma* 
nceuvres were fallaL-ious. 

*Wbeu ber ladyship found I was stationary, she came less fre- 
quently into the apatlment, and sowi relumed to ber gay habits, 
witboutconcerningherself about the invalid, whom she repreienled 
-as an hypochondriac to all her acquaintance. Indeed lier ladysbipfi 
spirits appeared better than ever, after my dear brother's il«i 
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Her favouHle point was oblHined, ber son was unw Lord Durham^ 
She heard uf my brollier's marria^^e, and iliat lliere was a cbildj 
but her indefaligable genius soirn diMdvered thai it was a diugh- 
ler, and iberefore iiol to be feared. During the whole Time my 
father lived, I received no leller fiom Lady Durham, nor could I 
gaiu any access to lier by all the stratagems I could devijc. V»' 
rious and tormenting were the reports spread abroad of that 
interesting crealure, 

' Sometimes I heard she was in a deep decline ; at others, that 
she had quite recovered her health and spirits, and was about to 
emerge from her reiireineut, and become the ornament of (on. I 
dared not to meuiion these va^ue rumours to my faiher, whose 
Spirits became weaker every day, and whose remorse was frequent- 
ly beyond the control of reason. At length lite awful rnumrnl 
arrived — the agonized frame could no longer support the paiul'iil 
struggle — my poor father died of a broken heart, in his rortynintli 
year, and left me an isolated beiog, wiihoui one friend to conaole 
me. 1 could not remain with Lady Petersfirld. ibe sight of her 
was insupportable; I therefore removed as snnu as I decently 
could lo my Aunt Morrison's, where I remained until I iiiarried 
Lord Ellincourl, which event luuk place the ensuing year. 

•The bustle of my marriage obliged me to mix more wilh llie 
world, and by degrees I recovered a portion of my former spirits, 
yei still I heard notliingof my p«or Emily that was satisfactory: slic' 
never appeared in public, and I had every reason lo suppose she 
was a close prisoner in her fallier's gli;omy mansion in Weslmotei 
land. Seven years had elajiwd wiilinul my obtaining any light 
upon the subject, when, one day, tiiking up the newspB|ier. I was 
struck, by reading the folluwing psragrnph : — " On Thursday died, 
at ber father's scat, in Westmoreland, Lady Emily Hinchinbroke, 
only daughter of the Earl of SiimerloH-n : her ladyship had been 
long in a declining stale.'' I was inexpressibly shocked. " Poor 
victim of implacable revenge," said I, " ihou hasi then escaped from 
thy dreary prison ! But whar; alas ! is become of thy ofispringi" 
The air uf disclaiming her husband's lille, iu announcing Lady 
Baibam's death, seemed lo indicate that her child was no more, 
^^^■ight years more elapsed before I was convinced Ibis idea was 
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ttroveoui ; I llien received Ihe following wotdi, wriiirn in a b«u- 
liful smnll-hRRd:— 
" Dear Auut, 

•' I have been tauglit to love you by Ihe best of molbfrii 
ind I do )ote you willi all niv heart, though I hnve never be«n H 
happy as to aee you. My Krundfalbet ii gone to Ireland on bdow 
bu^ioesi, and my kind goveniess Itai promised to iak« me la ytmi 
house, if you will condescend lo receive your dutiful and ■SW' 
tiooale liece, 

Emily TaewTMAM.* 

' I could not doubt ihal llria letter came from my brolber*! 
child, and I was delighted beyond meaauie with (he sw«el idea of 
folding her to my bosom. My answer may be guessed, and tbc 
orKi day the meet angel was introduced to me. I will not pre- 
tend lo describe what 1 felt when I beheld ibe most slrihiiig like- 
Dcss of my injured Seymour, in (he sofi features of his lovely 
daughter. A more perfect beauty I never saw, nor a female bO 
devoid of vanity. Slie seemed (be very soul of ifreclion, and ca- 
pable of interesting Ihe sternest bearl in her favour. This opinion 
waa confirmed by her goveiness, who assured me that Lady Emily 
had so won upon her grnndfiither, ihal she believed hia lordship 
loved no other being u|ion earth but herself. The sweet girl 
could (tay but a short lime with me, but we ofien renewed tbc 
pleasure we experienced in meeting during Lord Somertown'i 
absence. 

'These visits were, however, suspended at bis return, and « 
letter now and then, clandestinely exchanged, was atl our cunio- 
latioD under the privation. I did not see the dear Emily again for 
two years, and then I found her every thing The fondest heart 
coutd wish, in mind and person: but there wai an air of melancholy 
about her that greatly distressed me, as It appeared unnatural (o 
her. She bhisbed when I questioned her, and replied that she 
would some day lay open every thought of her heart lo me; tlUl 
at preseal she must he excused. Alas ! I saw her no more from 
thai period, for about this lime her cruel irrandfalher died ; and I 



at first hoped, when 1 beard Ibe n 



that (he lovely girl's enia| 



cipalion would fullovr. In this hope I was fatally mislakenj bialij 
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and tuccessor, llie present Ior<I, was llie counterparl of his fallier, 
and seemed to consider bis cruelty as mucli an inlterllance as bis 

'In his hinds the hapless Enily found another tyrant, and she 
was soon afterwards married, against her incliiialion, it is generally 
thtiught, to a nobleman, whose name I shall not now mention ; and 
went over wi[b hioi to Ireland immediately. I am astonished she 
has never written to me since, although I have addressed several 
letters to her, supposing that the reslraiul she formerly suffered 
bad now been agreeably changed to tiherty. A murmur which 
has lalely reached me, respecting her present situation, makes me 
very unhappy ; but as it has not yet been confirmed, I will pass it 

' I hope, however, that my melancholy story has suflicieMly im- 
pressed your mind with the truth of what 1 first advanced— That 
marriages, contrary to the express prohibition ofpatents, are gene- 
rally unhappy, and often fatal.' 



A Modern Bluebeard. 

* Would you imagine my stupidity, my dear mother,' said 
Lord Etlincourt; "I have been listening lo your story with the 
most profound inleresF, because I took it into my wise head, that 
ibc denotumenl would prove my Fanny to be the daughter of your 
lieto and heroine. A curious anachronism, certainly.' 

' Ves,' replied Lady Ellincourt, ' the daughter of my unfortunate 
brother is at least six years older than you are, and has been mar* 
ried several years." 

' My sapience will be found a liltle more profound,' said Lord 
Ellincourt, 'in regard lo ibe name of the nobleman who married 
that child of misfuilune— I know him well.' 
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U llint poMiblel' Btkrd LaHy Etlincourt, ' I ku mitt 
nevur mtnlionrd one of the pcrsonig^s in tliis mmirnfal dranii to 
before. AsLotilSoincrlownrever at:kmiwtp<)gcil my brolhtr*! 
Btarrtxgi< with bis daiifftilfr, nor wnultl ever (lermit h«r nnrnrlunitt 
offspring to be railed by bi» nam*, I liave sirenimiisly avoided td- 
veriing lo tbe melancholy story tvm in my own ramily/ 

' Your own family baa Ifurned <om» of ll>e piriiculara, D«*«^ 
lbel»i>,' aniwered Lord Elli'icourt, 'is I will sliow you. Abnt 
Iwo monlhi a^o, 1 received a lelltr from my siller, wbicb coniaiai 
along bislnry of tli« lady you allude lo, and »bi<, by the bye, ti 
wife lo Ihe Earl of Ballafyn, ibe Bluebeard uf Ireland. Vou tInH 
read Caroline's kilei.' 

' Pray kt me look al il direclly,' said Lady Elliiicourl, ' far tht 
account I had was a vety iniperfrct one, and I did not dare tote- 
quire more particularly, leil I nbould refivea lale which I wiih^S 
be forgotten.' 

 I never liked Lord Ballafyn,' said Lord Ellincour), ' 1 h$H 
been ofleu in bia company, during his visits lo England, though I 
lillle tboughl he waa related lo me. By Caroliue'i account he it 
a monster in ibe form of a man, tibo not contenl with rendering 
an innocent woman wreiclied, lia» now iHken the diabolical mea* 
aure of blackeniuK her character. 1 will bring the letter when I 
come lo-uiorrow, but I am engaged ibis evening, and cannot pof- 
sibly call again.' 

' You are a provoking creature,' replied Lady Ellinconrti ' for 1 
shall be upon thorns until I read Caroline's letter. 1 wonder i1k 
never mentioned ibe siilijecl to me.' 

*Sbe knew thai it would revive some disagreeable remem- 
brances,' said Lord Etlincourt, ' and therefore she forbore lo loacb 
upon it. You will see ber reasons, wlien yim read her lelter; fot 
my part I did not understand to what event ihe alluded, until your 
tnelancboly recital eitfilainrd the enigma. Tn curtail tbe eailiii 
rnnce of your suspense, I will enclose my sister's letter lo you in 
a cover, as soon as 1 return home ; and then my dear mother cin 
indulge her curiosity immediately.' 

Lord Ellincourt kept his piumtse ; and in a few hours bis mo- 
ther was in possessinn uf the letter. Il was as fiillow* 
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* My dear Edmund, 

' I am inily aorry lo hear you <•<> not inland vr-iiring I 
land ihia j*ar, 8S I Imd made up my mind lo eKpeel you ; and my 
good lord has positively assured me that he cannoi affurd to 
lake me with him, nbeii he goes In Enj^land ; we ahiill ntil inect 
therefore for many months. I Ijad n story, so much in the oiar- 
vellons, to enlerlain yon with had jou kepi your word of aprndiiig 
Ihe Chmlmas with us, and I had intended to reserve the surprise 
for a wiuler eveuiug's ifelaisement; but now you must have it in a 
leller. 

•You have frequently mentioned Lord Ballafytr* bmther. Col. 
Ross, as one of your inlimaies, aiiri therefore I dure say you are 
no stranger lo his loidnliip. Whether his beautiful exieriot has 
Ihe power of prejudicing his own seit in his favour, I cannot lell, 
but it bus bad but Inn luueh success with ours. Some yean Bg», 
Ibis fascinating nobleman oiairied one of the loveliest women 
England ever produced, and brought bis bride with him lo 
Ballafyn Castle, wbere she was looked up to as a divinity by 
all the guests who were admitted to the castle. 

'Lady Ballal'yn's carriage was such as the striclest prudence, 
joined lu the most unaffected modesty, would rfiutate : but th« 
melancholy that seemed to prey upon her spirits excited the sym- 
patby of many, and ibe curiosity of all. This was naturally sup' 
posed lo originate in ibe treatment she leceived ftnni her l>U!>bAnrl| 
who, allhungh tbe grealesi libeiline that ever entered the pale of 
malrimoiiy, took it inio his wise head lo be Jealous of her, and ted 
her a life suitable In Ida liberal ideas of female chastity. 

'All this Lady Ballafyn bore with nurepining patience, end find^ 
ing liial her unreasoniible lord appeared displeased with the a<l- . 
miralion sbe excited, tlie charming &inil> declined going into pub- 
lic as much as she possibly could. 

' Lord Ballafyn permilied his wife tu return lo England for hep 
lying-in, and she passed seveial months in her nai>ve country aflec' 
that event; during whicb period the child died, aitd ibe pour 
lady returned lu Ireland, in a slate of mind bordering on uiehan- 
choly, and never afterwards mixed with any company whatever. 
Lord Ballafyn's visilors now consisted of gentlemen only: and 
Lady Ballafyn, either by ber own cboice, or bis cruelly, iuliaUud- 
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obscute corner or llie catlle, 
ly forgoltcn. 

laiil thai she has visited ^gland ooci-, during one of her 
lord's absences, unknown lo hiru; and lliat a discovery wfaich he 
lalclj ninde of that tranjaclinn, ha) been the cause of ihe cruelty 
with which ihe hai been treated within lliese f>:w months, Suok 
iinheard-of faarbarilies were, I beUeve, never before practised, an- 
less by his namesake, Blarbeard : which Utle has been beatoured 
upon his lordship, for his savage conduct, by all the ladies ia ifat 
Deighbourhood. 

*My maid assures nie (hat the poor lady has been shut up for 
days together without {>rovisiou, and that the mnoster has luon 
than once lifted his ugly paw against her, and even dragged herb]! 
ibe hair of her head from one aparlmenl to another. No pertou 
IS suffered lo have access to her; nor can any leller reach fwr 
hand, as she is surrounded by his creatures, and never left ow 
moment lo herself. 

'A few months ago, a young man of noble mien, and with the 
most beautiful countenance in the world, was se<en crerpinij abonl 
Ihe purlieus of the castle, ami eudeavounng lo penetrate within iti 
ponderous walls. His allenipis were, however, fruitless; and at 
last he applied himseir to one of the servants, whom he endeavour- 
ed to interest in his cause by a bribe, that showed however mean 
Lis apparel luigbl be, that he was nol in indigent circ una stances. 

'The servant pocketed the bribe, and, like many of his belters, 
who do Ihe same, without ihe least intention of earning what he 
had accepted, he listened to all the stranger had to say, and prn- 
mised lo obtain for him what he wished — namely, an interview 
with Lady Ballafyn. The hour of midnight was appointed fur 
Ihe meeting, and the unwary youth, Irusling to his deceitful be* 
trayer, was led into the presence of the exasperated lord ; who, 
after loading him with everj epithet of abuse, assured him that 
Ibe only means of saving his life was by oiakiog a full confession 
of hjs own and Lady Ballafyn's guilt. Tbe youth listened to tfife 
base proposal with lileni contempt, and when forced by his,d^^| 
aecutors to answer ihe charge, he persisted in asserting Ihe i^^H 
cence of the traduced lady, and declared that she knew n^^^| 
bis coming, and tlierel'orc could not be culpable, if Ae was. ^^H 
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' He refused to answer : 
threats of liia persecutors wi 
llie gallant youth, " is no si 
trust is impossible to s mai 
several dajs prisoner at lli< 



tiy fiirllier questions, treating llie 
Lh ineffable diidain. "Tot/iV." said 
ich mighty hardship, hot to helray a 
who ihioks as /do." He was kept 
castle, in order lo enlort some con- 



fession from him ; hut when Lord Ballafyn fonnd him inpervioui 
lo all his stratagems, he employed some of his myrmidons to get 
rid of him in a way that has not yet been properly ascertained. 

Some reports say that the stranger has been sent to T Gaol 

lo lake his trial tlie next assises, as a housebreaker: Others, that 

he has been smuggled on board a transport lying at Y 

at the time, thai was bound for tlie West Indies, whither he was 
sent as a recruit in a regiment gning in that ship thither; tlie 
captain of which is a creaiure of Ballafyn's. But my maid, who 
always deals in the marvellous as well as the horrific, assures me 
that he was thrown down the black rock, that hangs over the sea, 
a little distance from Ballafyn Castle, and that his ghost has been 
seen every moonligbl night since, standing on the crag of the 
rock, and pointing to lilt restless surges beneath. 

'The people pretend that this interesting ftranger resembled 
Lady Baliafyn so strikingly, that he might have been supposed to 
be herself in man's attire. 

' It is impossible to hear stories like these with indifference : 1 
confess, therefore, that I have been deeply interested by this tale, 
particularly so, as I understand the unfortunate lady is a near 
relation of ours. I don't know whether you ever heard of an ill- 
faled marriage in our family, ihai caused my poor grandfather's 
death. My mother could tell you llie sitd history more perfectly 
 ban I can; but I would nut have you ask it, unless she leads to 
it herself, for I have heard that tiie sad consequences of that 
fatal union nearly overset her reason, during the first shock she 
sustained. 

• Lady Baliafyn is the offspring of that marriage, and seems to 
inherit the misfortunes of her parents. But lo return to my owti 
ideas on the subject. My imagination, which you know, my 
dear brother, is tolerably fertile, has formed half a score of 
fumances out of the materials I have been able lo collect, '.he 
Bipst probable of which appears to me to resemble the pathetic 
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Uleof *Ovea of Cireon:' or, ihr tngtdj of 'Donglaa.' 
atnngcr mnsi be a •on of Ludy BallafTn's, by a foimir 
aad having jusi found oul who is bis parrni, be hui eitp*rica< 
the fal« of llie arilfss Owen, or ihr more mieniiniiuous Doujglas. 
And mj maid says ibnl the stranger appeared ina nld lo be Ihe 
ion of Lad} B. and if that be Irue, he muit be tier lover, and htt 
lord b not ([uileio culpable ai we think inni. And yet he s«id Lady 
BalUfjti did oot especl him, nor know any thing of liis coming. 
He might tlierefure be a lover, ibougit not a favoured one ; and 
yet wiiy did he uot come before, tf he meant lo come al all t 
And if Lady B. did not know of bn omiug, how could he esped 
she woulil recetve him, or, what end could he hope tn have aii> 
BWerrd by eo dangerous a atepi In aharl, I ara lost in a laliyrtnlh 
of conjectnie, and I heartily wish you were here, Edmund, 
aid my search for the clue Ihat musi lead me out of it. 

' I think 11 would have been a delightful feai of kuight-emi 
for jou lo have delivered the fair lady fnini ihe oliiwa of 
pcneculor, which you might have done in ihe character of ' 
uearegl reluliuu. Yi'ur iiitimtcy with Colanel tlua; would 
gained access to the caiile fur you, and your own ingenuity 
have accomplished all the rest. You see what a charming plan 
I bad laid oul for your winter's campaign, but your obstiftat« 
attachment lo your own counlfy spoils every thing. One thing 1 
forgot, which is a maietiiil part of my story— Lnrd Balliifyn bai 
publicly reported ibai his Wy has been guilly of infidelity, and 
thai, for that reasun. he chooses lo immure her in solitary Gon> 
fiiiement; be pretends that be htn detected the crime he alleges 
against her, a:iserling llial be has several leiiers in his possession 
tiiMi are irre'rageble proofs of her delinquency. 

'One of his loidship's friends ventured lu ask him why he did 
not sue fur a divorce from a woman, who reflected such disbanoar 
upon his name. But be replied, that be knew that was »hai Lady 
Ballafyn wished, and therefore he was dtierniined to disappulul 
her. This is his oslenBible reason; but depend upon it the real 
one originates in his own evil conscience. How euuld a idnu 
demarul justice upon his wife for a breach of faiih who has a 
mistress in every place be inhabits 1 He keeps 
lady iu Duhliu; another in England; and (bei 
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kit fflTonrlte before he was mnrried, who r^aid^s «<thin the pre- 
cincls of his own demetne ; and IliU vroman it is, they ny, who 
iiMtigate* his ctuelry to hU sufffring lady. WliBt lliink you of 
our Bodern Bluebeard?' 

When Lady Ellincourt had perused her daughter's letter, she 
fell I lie mosi pDi^iiaiil afflidlon. 

Some faint rumourB lisid reached Iter that Lord Qalliifvn had 
suspected his Isdy's fidelity, but as do steps wrre taken to 
obtain a divorce. Lady Eliiiicoiirt gave nn credit to ibem. The 
miserable tmlh tiras now hut too evident; her oiece was in the 
bands of a cruel aad abaDdoiird liberlinr, and her rburacier, and 
perhaps her life, would be lacrilited to gratify ihe malice and 
fevenge of his depraved mistress. The s»eet ctealurr appeared 
destitute of frifndu tu espouse Iter cause, and therefore wholly at 
the villain's mercy ! 

'Oh! my brother,' exclaimed Lady Ellincoiirt, daspine her 
hands in agony, ' my beloved brolher, t|ie sufTerings nf the inno- 
cent offspring awaken in my mind the sad remembrance of ihy 
cruel death. The wounds of my heart are torn open, and bleed 
afresh, and I am still the same powerless creature, as when weep* 
ing Iky rajsforlunes. I can only lament ; to remedt/ is not within 
Ihe compass of my power.' 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Correspondinct. 



When the fiiat emolions of Lady ElliDCOurl's sorrow bad sub- 
aided, she »at down to write to her daughter. Her letter con^ 
lained a gentle reprimand for not ifliniedialely informing hei of 
ihe mournful silualiou of her beloved niece, and requested hef 
never to spare her feebiigs, in future, at the expence "f her buma- 
jiily. ' 1 kuow,' added she, ' ibat I am a po«r powerlci) 6reaturr, 
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as 1o anj thiii|; I can ilo ; bul en; niintt suggesit  nwasarc nh«h 
maj, ))erhi]|ie, be adverle'l to witti success. 

■Connol \ou. my dear Caroline, tind «onie generously disin- 
leretted person wbo lould be penuaded lo write lo Lord Soraei- 
town, snd slate ibe aclutil silualion of liii niece. I have been 
told he is very fund of her; and I lliink if be knew how she U 
treated, lie would find some means Id redrehs her wrongs. 

■The notice must not come from our family, or haw readilj 
would 1 iy lo Hcquaiot bim wilb berperd; for my aniiety for my 
poor Emily would supersede every feeling of resentment in my 
boioin, and force me lo act in concert wilb my billeresl enemy, 
BO that her welfare appeared likely to result from such a coalition. 
1 ondcrsland ihat Lord Somerlown resides constantly now at hi) 
■eat in Yorkshire, a prey lo ihe raost profound raelanchnly. I 
fear there is bul ton much cause for such a disposition. Heflee> 
tion to a mind like tiis must be exquisite torture. Surely be wSI 
be glad of something to rouse him from the torpor of despair, and 
force bim la exert all Ihe energy be possesses in behalf of his 
suffering niece.' 

In an&wer to Ibis letter. Lady ElUncontt received the followtag 
from her daughter : — ^ 

'The object of your solicitude, my dearest mother,. ia>no longer 
an iiihabilaut of this cruel world ! L.ady Ballafyn bad been dead 
a fortnight when your letter reached me. I wonder yoif hin 
not seen ii announced in Ihe English papers. 

' Innumerable reports are spread about here, concerning Ibis 
event. Many people assert Ihat her ladyship met an nniimely 
deaili, by poison, administered to her by her cruel lord. Of this 
number Mis. Flyn, my maid, ia the most devout believer;' for she 
has seen people there who have seen Lady Ballafyn's ghbst all in 
white upon the crag of the rock, where her lover appeared some 
time ago. 'And what, my lady, could take her ladyship's ghost 
Ibere, you know, if she had come fairly by her death t' This is 
Flyn's creed, and the whole bench of bi^bops could not turn her 
-from it, where ihey to try. 

' Other people assert that Lady B. has made h^ r ^cape to Eng- 
pomJiousW 



interred, a few days ago; and that my lord's 
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lo believe her dead, is becaute he intends marrying the wnman 
he has kepi so long, and niNlte her as gond as a great many route 
ladies who wear coronela, and came by ibeni in the same manner. 
But for my part I must confess that 1 am a convert lo neither 
opinion; for I think it extremely nalural that a pfrson of a deli- 
cate frame, like Lady Ballafyn, should sink under the pressure of 
ill-treat men! and confinement, particularly as she had not one 
sympathiKing bosom to wliura she could (impart her sorrows. — I 
only wonder she lias lived so long. 

■I hijpe my dear mother's excellent sense will suggest the best 
consolation to her. The death of Lady Ballafyn is the emancipa- 
tion of a wretched slave, and ought to be hailed with joy instead 
of lamentation. 

' That she was innoc 
case what an exchange 
mulaled sorrow aud dis 
translated lo thefulnes! 

Lady Elhncourt'a mi 



nl I don't entertain a doubt; and in that 
} her's, sinking as she was beneath accu- 
ress, bolt] of body and mind ! She is now 
of glory and happiness for evermore. 
id was relieved from the tortures of sus- 
pense and anxiety, by the mournful news conveyed to her in her 
daughter's letter ; and her agitated feelings gradually sunk into the 
calm of settled mi-laneholy. The last vestige of her beloved bro- 
ther was now extinct, and his name for ever blotted out. The 
sweet otFspring of that unhappy marriage liad terminated her 
youthful career in a manner hu less wretched than her parents bad 
done before her ; but she could now suffer no mure, and fear sub- 
sided with hope, in the heart of Lady Ellincourl. 

Lord Ellincourt beheld, with real concern, the havoc grief was 
making on the delicate frame of his indulgent mother, and he useil 
his utmost endeavour to divert her melancholy. The society of the 
engaging Fanny seemed lo promise the best antidote lo the gloom 
that was creeping over her. Lord Ellincourt entreated his mother 
therefore to take the child from school; and by making her the 
constant inmate of the house, insure to herself the comfort of a 
companion, whose intrusions on her privacy would be optional. 

Lady Ellincourt approved of the scheme, and Fanny was installed 
in her new abode before another week had elupsed ; lo the almost 
uiicoiitiollable joy of the lively girl, who thought she could never 
aofRcienlly express tier gratitude to her dear—dear mamma, as she 
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ilykd Lady Ellinuourl, fur a Tavour aa ileltablful at 
for. Tlint Fanny niigbl be no lo%er by iIif renMival, Lm1> £1Imi- 
courl (tetvrniiiied tu eiigae'' an accnrnplitlieil govtrntu lo complrM 
the education of bet dorling nnilfr Iter ronr. 

Mi)ti Briilfwell, wliu ju<t at ihal peiind was wisbine to ^1 rid 
of her dear Dawsim. rt com mended [liat lady us lb« liltrtt pttmm 
•he knew in till up the iraporranl staliou. 

Lady Etitnvoiirt appioved \he measure, and Mrs. Dawaon be- 
came ihe governiinle of Fathtrleis Fanny; aisumiug aa much !■• 
poitance upon ibe occaitnn, •■ 11' she had been appointed lo tbe 
tuition of ihe lint princess in llie kmiwn world. 

It ii necessary in Hub plac<' to nienlton, thai soon afier tbe Lsdif 
Trenibami left srhoot. tbe amiable Lady Maria became tbe wife of 
tkt far from amiable C"K Ros-s wbo'c pleading eitlerior bad be- 
guiled her of iier beaii, before she was aware llial sbe bad ooe; 
and wbo$et»rge Tortune and bigli family tendered hira agreeable lo 
llie Marqnis of Pelers6eld at a son-in-law, parliculaily^aa there 
appeared to be a fair chance of tbe family title and estate of Bal* 
lafyn centering in ibat gentleman, as bis brother had been marrted 
many yean witlioiu having an heir; and the rumonra that had 
leacbed tbe marqnis respecting Lady Ballafyn's supposed inltdelitjj 
Tendered it probable bis lordship wiiulit ni-ver mnrry again, 

Diirine the irnsuing five years of Faiiiij'ii life, link orcnrred lo 
vary the scene. She was the cherished companion of her kind 
bene lac tress, and the still nndiminished favnurile of Lord Elli 
court; who, though he continued liia giddy career ibrougb 
mazes o I fa-'Iiion, never abated aughtof bis kindness lowarda 
adopted child. 

Mrs. Dawson, had now com p lei ed ihc education of her pi 
■nd the recommendation of Lady Ellincourt obtained fur that 
lady a similar siiuatinn in the family of a lady who resided a part 
of the year in Ireland. 

Mrs. Dawson, it has before been observed, was of a dispouli 
exactly calcubied It) make bet way in ifae world. She well k< 
how to catch the whim »f tbe moment, and to humour il wilb 
most consummate skill. 

She was always, therefore, a great favourite with her emptvyi 
Lady Ellincourt, who was one of the best women in the woi 
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lliought Mrs. Dawson the epitome of perfeciion, for lo her obser- 
vaiioii site Iwd 3|)|»eare(l n* pious ws alie was Bccomplialied, and in 
Ihe Ulier (toini iherp MDs ri'i dcCFplinu. Mrs. Dawson was cer- 
tmiily full capable of the task she had und<:rrnken, as fnr as cle<>Hnt 
atiuinmenls extended ; but poor Fanny <*oiild have iiiibibed but 
liltle uf the (rue spirit of piel; from her governess, had it not been 
for the genuine lesions best(>wed upon her by h«r affeclioiiale 
friend, Ladt, Etlincourt ; and tlm firm foundation ihal had been 
laid \iy ihe amiable Emi\y Barlowe, during (he infant j'ears of the 
interesiing orphan. 

Mr« Dawaiin had found Ihe secret, however, of winning Fannj't 
affi^ciiou, whose artless bosom, as iucapabte)of suspicion as of deceit, 
judged every body of the pure niiidel of her own heart. Every 
secret of her soul bad been reposed iu Mrs. Dawson's beeping, 
and she had not a thought she wished to coneeal frnm the person 
(he bad so long considered in Ihe light of a second sel^ To p%n 
with ihis tenderly beloved frie«d was. Therefore, a mo^t painful 
trial for the affectionate girl ; and Mra. Dawson took care (he im- 
pression should not be softened by any 'if ihe aiientlons Lady 
£IUiii:ouri bestowed upon her favourite, by way of amusing her 
(houghts, and diverting iheut front the object of her regret, 

Fautiy's grief, which had been ewitintiBlly increased by the art- 
ful tug^esiioni of Mrs. Dawson, appeared beyond Ihe control of 
reasuu when Ihe iinal separation look placf, and lo niiiigale its 
violence Lady Ellincoiiri consenled lo an arrangement which had 
not liereniire appr>'baiion, namely, ihe establishing of a regular 

noe between Ihe jinpil and her ci-devant governess, 

stance trom each other. 

inaclly the object Mrs. Dnwion had in view all the time, 
■ni of her wishes promised In gratify Ihe Ino ruling 
putsiona of her mind, curioaitt and tellish policy. She well knew 
ibai by Fanny's letters she could olilain ihe bnowledge of every 
! in Lady EUmcouft's family ; and, over and 
jcquiring that knowledge to her naturally 
iglit be able, ibrnugb bcr skill in in a nix nv rein g, 
1 to her own advantage. Things bciug ilius 

I aged in lier own mind, Mrs. Dawson look her leave, witb 
f eaieiior appeuance of Ihe deepest regret, allhough her 



when at ad 
This was 
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matcital o 
above the satisfaetioi 
curious mind, she mi 
tu turn some of then 
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hciirl tecrnly rrjuiced si the change, bi h»r saliry wai coa- 
liderabl; aiigmriilcit by ihe eotnt ; and tbe went away itdtn 
wilfa mark* of Lady Etlincutitl'* muiiiiJceDc«. besides itll. ^ 
vgluable trinkets she had obtained ftom Ibe simple FaBay^l 
' loving' ibem Tor Ihe sake of Ibe ' dear— dear wearer.' 



CHAPTER VII. 



J%e Separation. 

LiOBD Ellincourt's atiachmeDt to Emily Burlowe, alihot 
it had never yielded to any new attraction, had not been « 
eiilly strong to induce his lordship to follow the amiable girl 
Jamaica, as he had once talked of doing. 

At length, however, an incident occurred that re-uiiited Ibei 
the most unexpected manner possible. 

Lady Ellincourt's health had been visibly declining fat 4 
time, and her physicians, af^er trying every remedy this coirf 
afforded, recommended the mild climale of Lisbon as the d 
resort. Lady Ellincourl received ihe^af with real regret, 
was an entfausiastic lover of Old Euglaml; but the 
ties of her son, and the affectionate Fanny, at lengili overcamal 
abjection, and she promised to acquiesce witli the doctor's iiii 
lions, provided her dear Edmund would uccompany her 

This was precisely what her dear Edmund had always inteni 
to do, end he assured his mother that nothing would give | 
greater pain than to be denied the pleasure of adminislering tol 
comfort and her safety during her exporlulion. And : 
tenderly-attached Fanny, when Lady Ellincourt asked tier wbe^ 
she would prefer being left at Miss Bridewell's, or Lady B 
Ross's, during (he forced absence of her nialernal friend, 
ray dear— dear mamma would not be bo cruel as to talk of leasf 
mt in England, when ill-health obliges her to seek a distanl boi 
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Id pity to aty sgnnizetl feelings, do dqI proDOUiice so hard a sea- 
tence upon a hearl whicli ackDowl«dgeg do motlier but you— 
which forms no wish ao ardent as that of being able lo show the 
gralilude and afftclion that glows in it for you, my kiud, my be- 
loved benefactress.' 

As Fauny pronounced these words she clasped her arms round 
Lady Ellincourt's neck, and endeavoured, with one of her fasci- 
nating smiles, In shake the good lady's resolution. But although 
deeply affected by liie sweet girl's earnestness in the cause she was 
pleading, and fully convinced of the sincerily of her allachmeut. 
Lady Etiincnurl was not to be persuaded by all the rhetoric poor 

• I have well considered ihe sobjecl we are upon, my sweet girl,' 
replied her ladyship, ' and 1 feel so thoroughly convinced of Ihe 
itopropriely of complying with your re<]uesl, that I cannot suffer 
any persuasion to shake my resolution. You know me, my dear 
Fanny, and that selfish coiisiderations have no weight with me. 
You will believe me. therefore, when 1 assure you that I practise 
great self-denial in withstanding your affectionate solicitations; 
/or 1 can altirm, with truth, that there is nothing I leave behiad I 
shall so truly regret as my tender and affectionate little nurse, 
Fauny, 

I uncertain even to the healthy ; with 
 precarious ; and greatly vtould it em- 
ould the painful reflection present itself 
exposed, by n 



imprudence, ta Ihe 
intry, without a pro> 
ct her to her native 



' But, my dear girl, life i: 
iuvaliiU it seems still mor 
bitter the pangs of death, i 
to my mind that my Fanny w 
trying situation of being iefl tn a strange c 
per protector of her own se\ lo re-coni 

' But, my dear mamma,' interrupted Fanny, ' will not Lord 
Ellincourl go with you i and whose proti^ction could be belter than 
bis, should 1 indeed be deprived of my best friend I' 

' Edmund would prove a kind friend and a powerful protector 
lo my girl, I am sure,' answered Lady Ellincouit ; ' but so young 
a man is not a proper chaperon lor her, and that must be studied, 
my sweet girl. Maternal anxiety, such as mine, foresees and pro- 
vides for every contingency. Be reconciled therefore, my Fanny, 
to a determination which oannot be repealed, aod which has beea 
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a>ide after a mature congidcration, and from the very I 
motives.' 

It was in vain thai Lady Ellincourl pretclied patience a 
ffliMian to Fhiio; ; no argument cuuid convince her titat it wai 
right to separate her from her beloved mamma, and aiie wept in- 
ceisanlly at the Jial she could not alter. When urged hy Lady 
EllincouM to decide upou her choice of residence during her 
absence, she wouhl reply, ' It malters not where I g" ; all placet 
Mill be alike to me, when my dear mamma is t»ken from me.' 

At length, however, she was induced, by Lady Elliucoiirt'a ia- 
siiling upon an answer, lo choose Lady Mdria Rnss for Iter pro- 
tectress, in preference lo Mi»8 Bridewell. Col. Ross's intimacy 
with Lord Ellincourt, and Lady Maria's near relnlionship la Iht 
Ellincouft family, had conspired lo render ihem ihe moat freqncM 
visitors Lady Ellincourt had ; and as Fatiny loved Lady Maria 
with Ihe truest affeciion, from the lime she first hecame Be> 
quainled with that lady at Miss Bridewell's, il wits natural alM 
should prefer her protection to the formal Jurisdiction of het 
guimdam governess. Col. Ross bad nevtr been a favourite of 
Fanny's, although llie iintl'orm kindness and allention with wfaicli 
he treated her seemed to demand her f;nilitude. 

Since his marriage, Itie Colonel had affected lo consider Paniijr 
in the light of * child ; a mode of behaviour which seemed to in- 
crease raiher than diminish vtilh her increasing years and stature. 

Lady Ellincourl's nllowance for her favourite's maintenance 
was extremely liberal ; and both the Colonel and Lady Marii 
appeared pleased with the arrangement, when they learnl ihai 
Fanny was lo become their guest. Not so the afieciiiinate glri ; 
no projecled plau of plea<iure couhl rouse her from ihe sorrow iulo 
whii-h Lady Ellincourt's determination of leaving her behind had 
plunged herj and she was deaf lo every thing lliat Lady Marw 
could say, by way of corisolalory advice upon ihe subjec 

At length the dreaded moment arftved ; and Fduny was 44i 
more dead than alive, fmm Ihe arms of her dear Lady Ellinci 
whose heroism never forsook lier, and conveyed in Lady Mm 
coach to llmt lady's house. Lady Ellincourl had wisely ii 
that Ihe partiug should lake place the day belore her depart 
as the judged herself unequal lu the lask of bidding her dtirli 
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farewell, when about to encounter the faligues and buitle of « 
journey, wliich in ber weak sinie appeared already but loo for- 
midable. 

Lnrd Ellincourt, notwithstanding llie levity natural to bin), poB- 
sesxed an exoellenl hear), and the lender uttacltmenl of the SftleBi 
Fannv dfppliy afflicted it. Wben he pressed lier In bis arms, and 
kisted off the tears that rnlled down her blooming cheeks, be 
thouBbr ii It as impossible he should ever love any human being b$ 
he atihnl moraeui loved Fanny. 

' Dear girl,' aaid bis lordship, ' bow shall I bear lo live apart 
from you? The sight of you id become necessary to my happi- 
ness, nay, almosl lo iny e^iislence ; and I verily believe I sball 
soon find thai I eatinot do without you.' 

Col. Ross was present wlien Lord Ellincourt Ibui expressed 
himself, and the heighleued colour of his cherk, and the stern ex- 
pression of bis eye, loo plainly told to the observing Lady Maria, 
that her husband was not pleased. Of Ihe cause from whence his 
displeasure sprung she was ign^irant; but she had already learned 
lo watch the vuridtion of his countenance, with ibe ireinltling 
anxiely of a depenilani vassal. 

Lord Ellincourt was loo deeply absorbed in his own feelings to 
observe his friend, or he might have been templed lo join bis soli- 
citations lo Fcinnv's, lo persuade Lady Ellincourt lo revoke her 
decree, and even al that lale moment lo suffer her disconsolate 
favourite to accompany her. 

' Oh [ that I were bu dear lo you as you lay !' exclaimed the art- 
less Fanny : * O ! ihat il were irue, indeed, that you could not 
exist without seeing me. Lady Ellincourt would not then refuse 
to lake me wiili liet; she would compassionate the feelings of ber 
son, although she lias no piiy for mine.' Unconscious of the full 
force of whal she had said, Fanny clasped her bands (ogetber 
with an expression of leader anguish, whilst tears poured in abun- 
dance from her eyes, which were raised, as in supplication, to 
watch the countenance of ber dear mamma, still cherishing the 
hope that she might relent. 

Sticb a thing was, however, farther IbaD ever from Lady Ellin* 
court's thoughts, as a suspicion that moment crossed her imagi- 
nation, (hat rendered ber dreaded journey a most fortunate cir< 
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cumsltiDce in b«r esliinalioa. Fmnny'i beauty bad been in object 
so faniiliar lo iier eye, that it) progressive iniproTrment had Bol 
awakened any fears on Lord Elliacourt't acioiinl until lb«t mik 
oienl: but her eyes appeared lo be luddeiily opeaed, sod ifce 
CDergy witb wbicb be had just expressed him self, joined to FmmnJ't 
artless wish of tbe realization of bis love for her, seemed toauikt 
conviciion oil her mind. * Tliey love each >)ii]er,' said the, nen- 
tally, 'aitd my imprudence has utiHotte tbeui boih, unless tiat 
foilunate separalinn should wean Ihem from each other.' 

Dear as Lady Eltmcourt lo»ed Fanny, ancl tenderly nlive aa tbe 
was to the bappiuessof berson, yel such was ilie effect of b«redi- 
tary pride upon her mind, thai the ides of uniting her son to • pei. 
son of obscure birih, was worse to her imagiuation than even Iht 
prospect of bis being miserable for life. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



A Wedding. 

Under such impressions, the result may be anticipated. Lady 
Elliiicourt remained firm, and Fanny inconsolable. The latter t*»" 
conveyed, in a slate of mind butdering on despair, to the house o( 
Col. Rosa, where the lendtrest allentions were lavished upon her 
by the amiable Lady Maria, and every sclieme of pleasure deviied 
likely lo dissipate her nielauclioly. In the mean lime. Lady Ellin- 
court pursued her jnurney, accompanied by lier son, on every turn 
of whose countenance she dwelt with unceasing ansiely, and endea- 
voured lu trace in his minutest aciions, and most uoguBrdcd 
expressions, the fatal effects of ihe passion bbe imagined be h 
imbibed from the too lovely object of boili tlieir affecliona, 
What pleasure did it give ibis anxious mother ihen, wl 
amount of all her scrutiny proved the supposition an erruc 
-coDvinceil her, beyond Ibe possibility of a doubt, that shi 
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mistsken iii tier conj^clure, ai least as far as related to her son. 
In ree^ri) to poor Fanny, tilie diit nnl feel the same Hfisiiraiice ; the 
excess of her griefs I lje artless manaer in which she liad expressed 
il— and li«r wi»li, sufervi'Dlly Uttered, thai she were, inileeH, neces- 
sary 1(1 Lnrd £lliiiciiiirt'> happiness, coniinually recurred lo Lady 
Ellincourt's mind, anrt filleil il wiih sadness; Tor so dear was 
Fanny lo her ranlernal heart, that the idea of her hriog dudmed 
lo suffer under the influence of a hopekss passion, gave ihe ut- 
most poignant feelings ofanauish lo her bosom. 

Arrived at Lisbon, Lady Ellincojil sonti found bencfil from its 
salubrious almos))heie, and her son had the satisfaction of seeing 
his mnlheA heallh improving hnurly. 

A few weeks after Iheir arrivul, they were agreeably surprised, 
one morning, by a visit from Mr. Bdrloive, who informed Lord and 
Lady Ellincourt thai he and his whole family were come lo reside 
some months, perhaps )ears, at Lisbon; as Iheir stay depended 
upon the life of an infirm relaliun, who was immensely rii.h, and 
who intended to make Mr. Barlowe her heir, had entreated him to 
come and reside near her, during Ihe link lime she had lo »tay iii 
this world ; aud that, in order lo comply "ilh that request, he had 
brought his whole family with him, intending li> ^o lu England 
afier the dtalh of hi* relalion, and fix his abode there, as his 
eslale iii Jamaica had breu disposed of, previous lo his quilting 
 hat island. The evident {ileasure wiUi which Lord Ellincourt 
listened to this recital delighted Ins molher, as she saw plainly in 
bis eager, but confused inquiries after Emily Barlowe, ibal the 
interest that sweet girl bad excited in ber son's bosom was sltll 
undiminished in fervour. 

It gave her slill gi-raler satisfaciion when she learued, by a 
seemingly careless inquiry, that Emily was disengaged, or at least 
that no positive plan of a matrimonial nature had yet occupied her 
father in that respect lo her. 

The eldest daughter was on the point of marriage wilh a young 
West Indian, of immense foriune, whose allachmenf'in her was 
■ufficiently potent lo induce him to follow her to Lisbon, whilher 
curiosity, ur perhaps coquetry, had ted her, in spite of her lover's 
entreaties, and her father's remonstrances, who had intended lo 
uilness ber nuptials before be left Jamaica. 
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The baughly Caroline, however, cliose to enjoy ihe (rittmph o( 
kading her captive rram oae qiiarl«r or Ihe clohe to the other, and 
vanity was not a lillle inflalctJ. when ilie Tiunil her influence 
»trong enough to scoomptial) hvr wishes. Tlie gallunlry i-T ihii 
arttent'lovfr devised a thousand /etn Tor ilie crHtificalion of fan 
beloved mistress ; and oa these occasioQs Lord Elliiiourl was a|n 
to make one of llie party, and by his aTlenlions lo Emily, 10 pr^H 
that ih<? too bad a lover no lejs ardent than her sister's. ^ 

To talk about Fanny, Ihe mutual ravoiirite, was, at &nt, ibeir 
excuse for being so often seated near each otiier ; but by degreet 
another topic, more agreeable to both, wai substituted in the 
n a|)plicaliou to Mr. Barlnwe 
lighter: and as no reasonable 



I 



place of Fanny, end the res 
for bis permission to addre; 
objection could be alarled I 
both sides. 

Lady Ellincourl had n 
lo the lady she most app 






• the Ijappioeas of seeing her son ii 
i^ed of, and safe froih ihe witchery 
the fascinating Fanny. Yet still the goori lady heaved a sigh now 
and then for the poor girl, test her yonthful heart should havebeeD 
touched by Ihein6uence she bad dreaded for her sun. The letters 
which her ladyship received from her favourite did nnl, however, 
give any reason to suppose her so affected ; for wlien she replied lo 
Ihe one in which Lady Ellincourt had spoken of her ion's intended 
uninn with Emily Barlowe, Fanny thus expressed herself— 

•Thank you, dearest, dear mninma, for your charming news, 
Oh! what a happy girl will your Fanny be, when she sees her 
dear papa, and her dear Emily togeiber, and thinks tiiat lliey will 
never more be parted, and that she shall always live with theoi, and 
love ihem, and see I hem every day !' 

These expressions certainly had not the appearance of a Aofw- 
lets attachment : yet slill Lady Ellincourl had taken the idea 
strongly in her head, that, like most old ladies when they form 
opinion, the did not like lo give it up, and acknowledge hersell 
an error, efUn to herself. 
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A Female Rattle. 

Xn the mean timf, Fanny, 'who ricver drcainl oTIovc,' was p: Suing 
her lime in ihe full trojoymeiU of iniioceni dehghi. The spirits, 
at sixieen are very vlasiJo; and her sorrow for Ihe loss of Iter 
dear Lady Elhncuurl'^ socielv, aoon gave wmj to the kind alten- 
liona of the nffectioNale Lady Maria, who spared no paJas io Ihe 
friendly uik of amusing her dear Fanny. 

Cul. Ross was no l<-es altenlive, no less kind lo ihe unhappy 
girl, bill far less' sue cess ful in liis efforts to please. It waa uol liiat 
Fanny fell uDgrateful for his klodnesi, but thai she experienced 
sensations of repughdnce, she conid not account fur, whenever he 
addressed himsell to htr, parlieularly when Ihey happened to be 
alone; for ihen there was a fervour in his manner, a look iu his 
eyes, as disagreeable as it was new lo her ; aud which, iliuugh it 
roused het resentmaul, she dared not to complain of, as she knew 
not why she fell vtTended, although the emotions of anger were 
irresistible. 

Col. Ross had penetration enough lo see that he was no favourite 
with Fanny, and this he attributed lo a prepossession in favour of 
Lord Eilincourt, ralher than any deficiency in bis own powers of 
pleasing : and the same vanity suggested Ihe probabilily of gaining 
upon the unsuspecting heart of his intended viulim, and supplaniing 
the image of Lord Ellincourl, which he suppuaed was clierished 
there with all the fervour of a first luve. Amongst Ihe friends 10 
whom Fatiny was now inltoduced by her new proleclora, was a 
young lady of immense forlune, of the name of Stanhope, who 
was. like most other heiresses, a spoiled girl in the fullest senseof 
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Accustomed from lier infancy lo hav 
mboulher, she had reached ibe age of i 
been oncecuniradicled. Miss Stanhope 



; her will ihe law of all 
igliteen. without having 
Wis, therefore, the epi- 



FATHERLESS FANNY; OR. 

lom« of caprice, and Tashionable foily ; yel was *he naturnlly of 
a gcDerouB diapotilion, and prrfrcilj good trmptred. This yonng 
lady liad hillietto resiilid willi lirr graadaioliiir, whose doaling 
affeciion had htm ilie cause of hei fullies. 

Till!) I«d> uas laiely dcod. and l\w care of Mim Stanhope's 
person ami rarlim« had devolved upon the Mar<iuis ol' Feltrslield, 
\vbose ward »be was, and ai nbute liousc alie was In rr-side, unlit 
het marriMgr. which was rspccled lo lake place in a few tDunlhs. 

This alliance had hcen projectfd by ihi? parrnis of the young 
people, dittiiig Their iai'aiio, and was considered a must advan- 
tagenu« union of property fur boili parlies. The young nobleman 
intendfil for MissSiuiihope's hu»band was ibe Dukeof AllieiUi 
who was about four years older ihan herself, and also an orpl 



inly child. 
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, on accouuf of the 
male of liicily bad 
i now on the point 
I fulfil his father'! 



The yuuiig duke had bee 
delicate slate of his liedlth, for 
been recommended by hii phjsicii 
of relurning to bis native country 
will, by marrying Miss Stanhope. 

Lady EUincontl had hren aliseni several months, at the time of 
Fanny's inirodutlion to Miss Sianhnpr, and il was declared abso- 
lutely necessary lor the perfect re-esUblishment of her health, that 
her ladyship should remain in Poriiigal some months louger, a 
circumstance which gave the utmost alarm lo poor Fanny, whoia 
terrified imagination was conlinuaily presenting lo her Ihe dangers 
of her benefactress's protracted stay, \a a country so formidably 
threatened by the rapacious invader. 

Miss Stanhope laughed at her fears, ' My dear girl,' said that 
wild young lady, ' 1 perceive you are as fond of Lady Ellincourt 
as I was of my poor grandmamma ; and if you live with ber mucb 
longer you will be just such a fool as I am; sol think it will bean 
excellent thing if the French should ruu away with her, and aol 
lei her come home any mote.' 

< Lady EUincourt is certainly very inilulgrnt lo me,' replied 
Fanny, ' but she never spoiled me.' 

'There's a conceited puss,' interrupted Miss Stanhope; < she 
wishes people lo lliink thai she can hear indulgence better Ihan 1 
can, and ihal all Ihe old women in Ibe world cannot spoil her. 
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W«ll cliild,* added abf, bughing, ' iiacf >ou are indulgence proof, 
\iy your own coofessioD, you must proniise to spend the honey- 
moon wilh ilie poor duke and me, when we ate married, for we 
iball be vapoured to deaib, depend upon it, ualil we get used to 
each olhet's ways.' 

' Vou seem to have formed a strange idea of conjugal felicity. 
Miss Slanliope,' replied Fanny, ' to talk of being vapoured to 
dealh ill the society of your hushand, so soon after your mariisge.' 

' Formal cri>alurel' rrjiiined llie mad-cap, ' I'll venture to lay a 
wager, when ttiuu art married, ihou will trot ahoiii, arm in arm, 
witb lliy lord and master, like Darby and Joan, and talk about the 
supreme felicity of aniimited cottfidence and congenial spirits.' 

' I hope,' said Fanny, smiling, ' if ever t do marry, ' I shall be 
able to realize your charming picture, or eUe 1 would rather live 
single.' 

' Live single, my dearl' inleriapted Miss Stanhope, ' why that 
is the extent of human felicity, in my idea of tiapplneas. 1 would 
give half my forluiie this minute to be allowed lo live single; at 
least uiilil I could find somebody amiable enough to make me 
change my mind.' 

' Is not the duke amiable V asked Fanny. 

' 1 really cannot tell.' replied Mian Stanhope; 'I have never seen 
bini since he was ao Eton boy, and then the animal was well 
enough to look at; but I always hated him because I knew I 
should be obliged lo marry him,' 

' But who can oblise you to marry his Grace,' said Fanny, 
' againil your inclination 1 You have no parents alive, and surely 
your guardian's power cannot extend to such violence.' 

' You are a lillle simpleton,' answered Miss Stanhope, 'and know 
Dolhiug about the world and its ways, 1 can see Ihat; so I must 
teach you. It is but too ol'ten seen that frail mortals are apt la 
repiue al ihe unequal distribution of ibe good things of this life. 
This is a most silly calculation : the possessions of the wealthy 
have always their concomitant miseries, supplied either by the 
pride, avarice, or ambition of their relative!. The wise Junto of 
fathers, mothers, uncles, and aunts, that m;<de np Ihis wise match 
for the poor Duke of Aiheraarle and me, look infinite pains lo 
strike the balance between those lhat envied Ai's title and my riches. 
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and the then uncontciouB poMPssors of ihe baubles, by dnomiog 
us Ixiih I') hr livd tiigelher. wliPiher we liked tt <>r not. Winch, 
soever refuica tu falfil ihe conipact, forfi-ils the bulk ol thrir fot- 
iDiie lu Ihe uiher, and is In tuffrr llie punislitneDl ot poverty and 
repeiilance all Ihe reminijiic r of their life fur tlie ilel'nquency. 
Now, though I would give half my t'<irliine lu br off ihc wedding, 
I should nut like lo lose (he wholt, Hod therefore I miisl subiuil (o 
be noosed. The duke, 1 dace say, is of the Baiiie riiind ; bul I 
suppose, though he mighl prtjer inv forlune without myself, lo 
the taking il with ell ilie inciinibDHices, yet he would not like lo 
give mn lib largesi esime lo tie off the hariiiiin. Thus you see ate 
two people going lo he tiril logelher lo plrase their dead papis 
and m:iniiua9, who wi<h envU oiher al ihe Aniijxidea.' 

Whilst Fauiiy liilened lo Miss Siniih^'pe's r,'M descriplion uf 
livr emharrassing situation. Ihe smik of gaiety forsook her lip, anil 
tears trembled in her eyes. 'Merciful heavens!' thought she. 
' how inscrutable are tliy wajs ! The lieh heiress of incalculable 
wealth is an object of pily to llie penniless orphan, whose dally 
maiutenance depends upon (lie bounty of a stranger I' 

' Moralizing, 1 wager,' said Miss Sianliope, looking earnestly hi 
Fanny's face ; *yes, yes, I see il in ihat twinkling eye, and care- 
fmugbt brow. 1 dare say my little nun would renouDce the 
pomps and vaoilies of this wicked world, atid run into a cloisler, 
or any where, rather than marry a man she did nol like. Ob 1 I 
can see a very eloquent exordium ready to escape the ruby boan* 
daiies of that prelly lilile mouth, which, I date say, would be very 
edifying (o any little miss or master ihal would iwitl their ihiimbi, 
and listen lo it: but keep il in, my dear, for it will be lost upon 
me. I can neither moralize iior sernionize, nor listen to those who 
do. lama predestinariau ; what musl he, wilt he ; so if I am to 
have the doke, I(Aa// have liim; if I am not lo have him, some 
Giant, or Genii, or youn^ Lorhinvar, will come Just in time to 
carry me off at the last moineni, and then i/ett shall write me word 
whether the bridegroom behaved like the poor fool in MarmioD, or 
whether he took another wife, a^ be ought lo do.' 

' Oh / will have nothing to do with your wedding,' replied 



Fanny, ' nor your bridegro 



ilher; for you talk so shockini 



upoathe subject Ihat you frighten me, I assure you.' 
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' Did you never hear, my lii 
making a grpat imise lo dtowr 
gothrougliB chnrcli-yard at night. SimIi i' 
ment: I rove and talk oun-frise lo banisli 
that crowd upon me : were I to lutSei my spi 
find it impossible lo raise them agHiii, so 



said Miss Stanliope, ' of boys 
ir own fears, when ofiliged lo 



casanl ihonghls 
II Aug, I should 



And the lively girl I<<ri Itif r< 



with inelanclioly '.' 

siniiiii}; titnt popular air, with no 
sm&li portion of Calaluni'a sweelnesi and vivacily. 

Fanny's artless sweriiiess. and Ihe gairly resulting from hino- 
cence. that so pariicularlv characicriiied her, rendered her a great 
ftvourile with Mtss Stanhope. Her vivacity was congeuid lo her 
ovia. hui far m'>re equal io its lenor. Unaccuiitonied lo control, 
the slightest con trad iciion, llie most trilling disappointment, had 
the power to djicompose Amelia Siaubupe, and put her inio tiie 
* pouts.' Hi she heritL'tf styled her liis of ill-humour ; and whenever 
the demon of ili-iemper spread his malign influence, Fanny was 
ihe only person who could effectually dispel the cloud that 
obscured her ^countenance, and realore Ihe capricious gill lo her 
smiles again. Misi Stanhope became, therefore, ibe inseparable 
GOnipaniun of Fanny : and as Lady Maria Ross positively refused 
to let her charge become a guest at Ihe M'.irquii of Peleritield'g, 
as Miss Slanhope was cunlinually teazing her to be, that young 
lady passed nearly the whole of her time with her new friend, at 
Lady Maria's house in Grosvenor Street. 

Miss Stanhope was very fond of riding on horseback, and so 
eager was she for her favounie lo partake of the amusement, that 
she presented her with one of the moil beautiful horses ihat she 
Gould purchase, at which Fanny was not a lillle delighted, as she 
was as partial to the exercise as her lively friend, and had learned 
to be a tolerably expert bonewotnaD, during her summer visits to 
Etlincourl's country seat. 

Miss Slanhope had a carriage appropriated for her own use, and 
this conveyed ihe young friends out of town, where the horses, 
attended by two grooms, in Miss Stanhope's livery, waited their 

The le ride 1 formed the most delightful part of Fanny's life, for 
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>lie WR9 fu from havinf; any predilection in favour of noelll| 
aiDUsemcnts ; and although Mis3 Sunhope insisted upon hei'^ 
companding her wherever she could go, yet she wnuld ufieii halt 
preferred ihe quiet retirement of her own chamber, lo the brilliant 
ball-roDoi, ihrotiged opera, or motley masqueiade. 

Some of Lady Maria's Ross's friends made a point of inviting 
Fanny to their etiterlninmrnis, panieolarly when they [jerceivcrf 
what a great favourite she »as with the rich and celehraled Mist 
Stanhope; but a gi'al nuinber declined showing her that favour, 
from the ariatocratical fear of making aet|uaintaiice with some 
obscure person, whom nobody knew, 

Fanny'i story, -a I'ar as Lady Ellincourt was acquainted with \1, 
was generally known, as the hope of tracing Fanny's fatnilv, by 
detailing the adventures, had induced ihHi good lady to talk mnre 
ofthem than she would otherwise have dotie. Her ladyship had 
strictly adhered lo the request made in ihc letter addressed In 
Miss Bridewell, hy the person who put Fanny under that lady'i 
care ; namely — not to add any name to the simple appellation of 
Fanny, by which only she had hitherto been distinguished. 

These precautions, without having the desired effect, bad ex- 
posed the sweet girl to the malevolent remarks of the envious and 
the unfeeling: and often had she experienced the mortificatioQ cf 
bearing the inquiry of a stranger, respecting her name, aitswerH 
by some ill-natured insinuation, from those whose envy had been 
excited by the enlogium that preceded the question. 

One evening, in particular, a gentleman, whose alentiun had 
been long fixed upon Fanny, asked a lady who was sitting next 
bim, if she could inform him who that beautiful gtrlwas. 'I never 
beheld such a lovely crenture/ added he, in a tone of rapturoui 
ad ui ration. 

* The girl is a perfect mystery,' replied the ill-natured fair one ; 
'I don't believe any body knows who she is, unless, indeed, it is 
the Ellincourls. Some people suppose she is Lord Ellincourt'i 
daughter, but for my part I think it much more likely she is his 
mistress; and I am uslunished that any body will admit such an 
unaccountable person to their parlies. She has no name bat that 
of Fanny, and she is generally called, by way of dijlinction, Fanny 
namelast But I think it is past a joke to be obliged to sit io Ihe 
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same raom wiih a periuD of such doubiTuI origin, aud, indceil, for 
whal WF can lell, of such doublful character.' 

' I dr> not wonder,* answered the girntleniiin, drily, ' iliiit any 
lad^ shniiid object (o silting in the same room with ihul lnvelv 
creature, tvlli) is nnt proof Hgainat the envy natural to h-'T sex ; for 
liowever dubious her origin may he. her claims to admiraliou are 
UDdoubled, and that is whal few women will excuse in her.' 

Fnnny had heard all that passed, fur she was placed so near it 
was impassible to avoid it; and tier confusion may be imagined. 
When alie was talking lo Mibs Stanhope ihr next day, she meii> 
lioned the distress she had suffered, adiiina, ' that ahe preferred 
staying ai home to the being exposed to auuh cruel remarks.' 

' My dear creature,' replied Miss Slanliope, ' all this arhei from 
that fiddle faddic Lady Ellincourt peimilling your tlory lo he 
exposed, and persisting in calling you by the name of Fanny only. 
Tell me candidly, is not such a proceeding calculated to raise the 
curiosity of the qnitftest crealures in the world, and lo set I he giant 
ObseiTHlion staring at you, wherever you go ? Noiv, if Lady 
Ellineourl, with her uld-faahioned ideas, as stiff and lis formal as 
Queen Eiizabeihs rulf, chooses to behave so lidiculouily, surely 
Lady Maria Ku&s might have had more sense; she might have 
given you tome tine sounding smname, and trumped up n probable 
■lory about you, that would have quieted all the he atiil she gos- 
sips that visit her, and then every thing would have gone on 
smoothly. But never mind, I have a scheme in my head, and will 
put it in execution the first opportunity; and depend upon jr. It 
will answer.' 

' What is that, dear Amelia!' said Fanny, anxiously. 

'Oh I never mind,' replied Miss Slanliope, 'you shall know 
nothing about it, until myplolis ripe. The beauty nfa novel con- 
sists in well-managed surptisea, and I am determined mine shall be 
u firsl-rate performance. Do you know Lord Somertown V 

' No/ replied Fanny ; * I have heard hia lordship's name, but I 
never saw him.' 

' Oh ! then you have a great pleasure tu come,' said Mits Slau- 
bope; 'he is the greatest quiz in nature, and I hate him abomi- 
nably. He is the Ouke of Albemarle's uncle and guardian, There 
'i nothing in the world would please lue so well as to see llie 



w 



FATHERLESS FANNY) OB, 



I 



wretcli atanil id the pillArj, but I am afraiH 1 shall never atlkin (o 
such a good fortunp. However, if I can bjt succeed in plaguiag 
htm, I declare I shall be the liujipiesl girl in Chrislendom.' 

' I tiepe, if you are going to play any tricks with Lord Somer- 
lown,' said Fanny, luuklng grave, ' ihat, my dear Ameli 
not bring me iitlo ibr utrape ; for, you know, what would b« loli 
rated in you would he deetned unpardonable in me.' 

'Oh! don't fiighteo yourself,' replied Miss Stanhope; * 
shall have no hand in the plot, though the heroine of the piece. 

' How, the heroine 1 Dear Amelia, you frighten me,' aaid Pannv, 
looking aUrmed. 

• Nay, never lirnk so terrified,' replied her lively friend ; ' 1 
don't intend you to marrif Lord Souierlown, allhnugh that would 
be an excellfut method of plaguing him, if you had mr/ spirit. I 
would he bound to break his heart io three moolhg ; but you are 
too gentle, and too good for such a task, so 1 don't think of that 
scheme. No, no ! he tnwt be tormented, and I think I know how. 
They say he broke his niece's heart by his cruel usage, and if 1 can 
find the way la his, I will remunerate him as he deserves. 

' I dare say there is not a spot bigger than half a split pea, in hit 
whole heart, that is vulnerable tu the sense of feeling; and ray skill 
must be exerted to find it out, and lrausti:i it with the shaft at 
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 Do what jou please to Lortl Somertown.' aaid Fanny, • bulfor 
heaven's sake spare me; for I feel the must unaccouotable dread of 
being implicated in the hoax, be it what it may.' 

' You are a silly child,' answered Miss Stanhope, laughing ; 
your unaccountable dreads must not spoil the geltin» up of 
play.' 

' Don't make it a Tragtdg' said Fanny, emphatically. 

' No, my dear, it is to be a Melo-Drama, suited to the laste ef 
the limes— something between an Opera and a Puppet-Shawt 
with a great deal of pantomimic gettura, operatic pathos, und 
fashionable want of 
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Jf ANNY liad always been accustomed la earlj' rising from he' 
infmicy, and iherefore, unless she wenl lo bed very lute- iiidceil. 
she always, in tine wealh«r, took a walk before breakfasl. 

As Lady Maria Ross was a dormouse she knew tjolliin^ of this 
indulgence, iir she would not have suffered a girl of sucli exlraor- 
dinary beauly as Fanny lo go strolling iu tlie Park of a mnniing. 
accompanied only by her maid, who was very little older tlian 
herself, anti far less iit to be trusteil. The grove in the Deer i'dtk 
was Fanny's favourite stroll ; and one beautiful morning tn May, 
having taken a longer round iliaii usuhI, she delerminctl li> real 
lierstflf beneath the shade of one of the large trees in thai beautiful 
«pot. 

Her maid, Betty, bad sealed herself near her mistress, on the 
grass, and was expaliatiiig, iu her simple dialect, on the preference 
that ought to he givpii to a walk, such as titey had had, in the un- 
wholesome custom of lying in bed, in a close room, until  the sun 
wa9 ready to barn ihtir noses,' lo use un expression of her own. 

 Well tlic ladies mvy want to wear such a heap of red puwdcr 
on their cheeks, Miss Fanny,' continued the girl, ' for sure enoiiijb 
tbey stew ihemselvea so, they must be, for all the world, like 
a b<>ilcd turnip, until they have daubed themselves over with 
paiat ! Well, Miss, you lake the right method to look rudd) and 
wholesome, and that's what makes people call you so deadly 
pretty. Yes, and look Ihere stands a geutleman as thinks ^o, 1 
am sure ; for he looks lor all the world as if he was plauel-iiruuk) 
us my grandmother used lo call it. Do, dear Miss Fanny, Just 
look at him ; it will do jour hear) good to see what a foul he looks 
like.' 

Fanuy turned mechanically to look at the object Belty had 
pottiled out lo her. At a little distance from the spot where she 
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was silting, slie beheld n tail genllrman IiabiM in black, of Ihe 
most elegant form, whose couiiienHnce wore the inlerestio); cast at 
scilled tnelancliol^. His lar^c dark eyes were lixed upon TaDiiy, 
wllh a lonk of ioquiiy, in wliich sotrowteemed blended with curi- 
osity. So absorbed loo was he in the contempliiiion, that li< 
Bllempled nol to withdraw liis eyes, when Fannji turned loobierve 
bint. Conlused ai llie Bcritlinixing glani.'es iifilie Blrnnger, Fanny 
arose In depart, without making any answtr to Belly's animad- 
versions. 

' There, Miss,' >atd the girl, in a disconlenled tone, ' now you 
must go and stew yourseirupat harae, instead of Uking the fresh 
air, as you ought to da ; and all along with that sauiy jackanapes 
staring at you so. Well, 1 wish 1 was a niao, I would soon teacb 

Fanny walked on in silence, and with a hurried sleji 
Betty followed her reluctantly, and conlinuully turning her 
observe iLe siranjjer ; at length she exclaimed, ' Well, lo be s 
if Ibat dismal looking man is not following us, 1 wi^h I may never 
be married.* 

' Betly,' replied Fanny, in an angry tone, ' you behave so ridicu- 
lously, that it is uo wonder you excite the notice of every body 
thai pHiscs,' 

' Dear me, Miss Fanny, dun't go to lay Ihe blame upon me, for 
you kuow very well ihe genlleman is looking at you ; so that, 1 
dare say, he does not know I am here, no more than noihiug at all.' 

Belty talked so loud, and stared aboul lier so, thai she verified 
Fanny's accusation of altractin" ihe notice of every body ikit 
passed her. A gentleman on hurschack hud been observing ber 
some lime, and when he drew quite near he Jumped off liis liorse, 
and giving ji to liis groom, lie came up In ilie terrified Fanny, and 
pUciNg himself familiarly by her side, 'For heaven's sake, my sweet 
gill.' said he, altrmpling to lake her hand, ' where did you pick 
up thai strange iiioiisler for an altendaiit 1 1 am sure you might 
get a goud price for her at Encler ClMOge, to li 
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wild beasts, that she could nnl contain tier spleeo; and she laid, 
in an an^ry tone uf v»ice, ' iljat some people ihai found fault tvilh 
some people was a dt-al mnte properer ii> be .leni amongst the wild 
be'iisls, ttian ihose thty sneered at; and I wisii.' added she, tossing 
her head disdainfully,  that those that be drtssid likr gentlemen 
behaved like genilemeti, and nnl eo about afl'iuiiMig yomi" Udles 
that are walking (juirily along.' The idea of ranking herself with 
the lady never entered poor ficity's head, but the gentleman 
undfrsiuod her tliMl ali'? ineani I» be included amougst ihe^oun^ 
ladies she had menliuneil, und he burst into an iniinodeiiiie hi 
of lauKbterj and throwing his arm famdiarly round Fanny's wiiist^ 
be expressed his hopi's thnt she was not aifronled with hitn, und 
as lo ibe other young lady he did not care about her. 

Distressed and territird beyond expression, Fanny struggled to 
gel from her peisecnuir, who seemed equiilly diverted by her 
 error, und her altendanl's angry remnnstraoces. As it wits early 
in the morning, but few people were in ihe park; and ihegenlle- 
man who had assaih-d Fanny, feeling do feur of a rescue, amused 
himself by se«mirig to let her escape, and then calthmg her again, 
uDlil her exhausted spirits zava way, and she burst into Ie;<r8. 

Al that moment ihe stranger, whose obsetvaliun of Fanny bad 
first excited Belly's louil exclamations, advanced to the assistance 
of the distressed girl, and waving his hand wiih an air at' dignity 
that immediately awed the rude objecl of his resentment, ' Desist, 
Sir,' said he, in a tone of authority ; ' that young lady shall not 
be insulted whilst I can protect her.' 

* Aud pray. Sir,' said the brule, ' who are you!' 

' A nail.' replied the majestic stranger ; 'and that is a title you 
can lay no i^laim lo, whilst you debase yourself su low as to insult a 
defenceless woman !' 

Ashamed of ilie part he had acted, andyel unwilling to acknow- 
ledge his error, the gentleman appeared inclined to resent Ihe 
interference of Fanny's protector, and muttered something about 
salisfnciion. But with a dignity truly irresistible, Ihe interesting 
stranger again waved his hand ; ' Begone I' said he, ' and talk not 
of having sustained any degradation from ine, since it is iiupnsgi- 
ble, by the utmnst exertion of malice, to pUce you in u more des- 
picable light than that iu wbicli 1 fiist beheld >uu/ 
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Then turning to Fanny,  Rply safely on my prolectlon, 
girt,' said be, ' and rest atsurvd. that I woiiltt simncr rurfeit 
than suffer you to be insulleil.' Conrnsed beyonil Ihi 
expression, Fanny could only courtesy in tiknce lo her deliri 
and pursue lier way towards home, wiih a quickeued atepj 
which agilaliou und alarm were Hill visible. Her persecuiur, hnw- 
ccer, had quilted the Park, and muuiiling his horse, was out oT 
sight io a minute. As he turneit away TroDi her, however, he 
said, in an iosulliiig tone, ' He hoped lliat, as she had found 
somebody more to her mind, she would act conformably to her 
own rtat character, and not give herself airs that did not bel 
Io her.* 

' My dear j'oQng lady,' said the benevolent stranger who' 
just rescued Fanny, ' I feel persuaded ih; 
^ou look; but I entreat you, in future, uot lo walk out wi|l)OUt 
some attendant more proper to protect you llian tlie one you 
have now got. This lowu and its ways, I can perceive, are new 
lo you; nnd you are therefore more liable lo encounter such 
treatment as that you have just escaped from; and, believe me, 
you may not always be go forlunale as yon have now been. My 
sex are in general the staunch sxpporlers of each oiher, and but 
loo much inclined (o join in oppressing, rather than in pioleclini 
those whose guardians they are by the laws of nature and hi 
ni(y. The strong resemblance you bear lo a dear deparled fr 
of mine first allracted ray notice ; and as [ gazed upon youJ 
tures, a train of melancholy recoUeelions crowded upon my i 
and I mechanically, and wiihout design 
I am most happy that I did so, as it g 
being of service lo you.' 

Fanny thanked her deliverer in termi 
assured him that in future she would i 
nnprotected. 

They had now reached the confines of the Park 
were preparing to cross the road inio Paik-lmie, Col. Rosa 
took them on horseback. He immediaiely dismounted, 
his horse in cliaige to his groom, joined ihe party, with aili 
nieul painted in his counlenance. 

Fanny, who saw that he especied an explanalion, briefly rcl 
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ihe circiimslnnccs or Ihe insults slie had received, and acknow- 
ledged Uie kiiiii interfi'reoce of ibe beiicvolenl stranger. When 
Col, Koas hud listened tii ihe recital, he ilianked tbe stranger for 
his limeli aasislance to liis young ward, adding, in a lone tliai 
showed lie did uot wish to cultivate the acquaiolance, ' The 
younit i-iiiy being now iiuder the immediale protection of her 
guardian, jour walk, sit, need not be any farther interrupted.' 
And then, with a stiff baw, he wished the genlleiuan a good 
moraiflg. 

The bow was telnrned with equal itiffness; and raeaauring the 
Colonel with a penetrating glance, (he stranger said lo Fanny, 
' Farewell, sweet girl ; niaji Heaven protect unit keep you from the 
ily designs of ihe wicked, as well as the open altaeks of the 
licentious. Remember Ihe advice of a friend, trust no man : fur 
as tiie poet says, too truly — 

' Women, like princes, find few rent friends.' 
Then waving his hand in the same dignified manner he had 
done before, and which seemed peculiar to himself, the stranger 
lurned round and left them, pointing his footsteps towards the 
place he had left. As soon as Fanny reached Grosvenor SIreel, 
she retired to her chiimber, where she was long before she could 
recover her wonted serenity. 

Her terror, indeed, had subsided, bul the recolleclinn of the 
interesting Btranger affecled her in a manner she could not ac- 
count for. 

Every look of hi* beautiful countenance, every word he had 
uttered, seemed indelibly engraved upon her memory, and she 
dwelt with a mixture ot' pain and pleasure upon the most iulerest- 
tng image her fancy had ever yet conlemplated. 

The ungrateful tnanner in which Col, Rosi had treated her 
deliverer pained her to reflect upon, and she felt surprised that a 
man of the Colonel's refined breeding should have shown himself 
so wanting in common civility, on an occasion which certainly did 
not warrant such an infringement on Ihe laws of politeness. 
Fanny little imagined that jealousy had actuated Ihe Colonel'* 
behaviour, whose susptcious'eye had belield in the stranger a more 
formidable rival than Lord Ellincourt himself. 

It was true, that he appeared to be past the first bloom of 
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youth, but it was impiisiible to beliottt him, ancl nol confeis thai 
lie bad a mast graceful (aim, and a mn^t beautiful connlenBiice. 
The loft nielanchaly th.tl shaded his fiue feature*, ekcrted so pow- 
erful an interest in ihe hearu uf liis beholders, that it was not easy 
to forgei, afier once seeing hitH. 

At hreakfasl, Fanny related ihe adventurer of the murntng, 
and received a lecture from Lady M«ria, fi)r her imprudence in 
walking out so far without any companion hut a silly country gi^ 
tu ore likely by her awkwardness and folly to excile, than f 
impertinence. 

In this reprimand Cot. Rosa joined with some aererily, 
same lime reproaching his lady with her carelessness <ind want of 
vigilance, in permitting a young lady, who was under her protec- 
tion, to be so much her own mistress as to be able to go out every 
moraing without her knowledge. 

' I diiti't know,' added ihe Colonel,  what may be the conse- 
quence of Fatiny'f adventure ; Ihe man who dehvered lier from 
her first persecutor being, in uy opinion, Ihe moat daugerous oi 

' Why do you think so, sir?' asked Fanny, blushing deeply as 
she spoke. 

' Because,' replied the Colonel, ' 1 believe hio) lo he a nolorious 
fellow that I remember seeing Iried fur a swindler, some years ago; 
and, if my conjecture is right, he will no doubt endeavour to make 
something out of this adventure.' 

'Ob, deal!' said Lady Maria, '1 am frightened lo death. We 
shall be robbed, I dare say. Indeed, Funny, you must be very care- 
ful ; and above all things aever speak lo that man, if you should 
happen to see him, let his appearance be ever so prepossessing, or 
Ihe company you see him in ever so respectable. Swindlers have 
theatt of ioirodncing themselves every where; indeed you cannot 
lie too much upon your guard.' 

This was the very distrust Col. Ross had wished lo inspire, and 
be was happy lo see his artifice had produced ihe desired eSav^ 
upon his lady, as he well knew she would ett'eciually prevent lJ^| 
approach of the stranger, of whose future allempts lo obtaia i||^| 
confidence of Fanny he was really apprehensive, but fro^^H 
motive very different lo the ooe be had assigned. ^^| 
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Faiui; did not feel heraelf at all inrlined 1o give credit to Cul. 
Ross's iasiuualions against iier deliTctpr, and stie told bim tliat 
she tliougUt it illiberal lo HsjiFrse the cli«racier of a man h« did 
not know, upon no beirrr louiidaiion llmD ilie sli<>lit tecollectiun 
of a face th*t might reieuible Iht: ^tratigei's, wilhout the least 
proof, in hi» pow^r, of his b^ing the unworthy person he repre- 
sented biin, ' Fur my pan,' added the ingenuous girl, '1 must 
confess, nothing short of cunsicliun ahuuld induce me to think uti- 
wotlhily of Ihal genilernan. His manner was so gentle, jet firm 
and inanlj, rhet it at onue eXciled my esteem and respect. The ex- 
pression of his eyes, loo, spoke the goadovus of his heart, and 
there tvas a lomethuig iu the lone of his voice that seemed persua- 
sion itself.' 

'At tettctttten,' replied Col. Ross, 'such s superticial way of 
judging people may be excused; but believe me, Fanny, wheu I 
tell you as a fritod, that it would be very dangerous for you to 
rely upOB BO erroneous a guide, in choosing your acquaintance. 
The sound uf a man's voice may be very iileasing, and the expres- 
sion of his eyes w«ll calculated lo ensnare the hearts of youug girls 
like you, wilhoul his pogstssing oDe virtve la entitle him lo your 

Ftiuoy was silenced, without being convinced, and the conver- 
saiioD was here interrupted by the arrival of Miss Stanhope, who 
came to ask Fanny lo ride out with her. 

'If Ftan;y is prudent she will refuse your request,' said Co). 
Ross ; ' she bus uiade one excursion too many this morning.' 

'Hi.wsur asked Amelia. 

The colonel then told ibe story ru his own way, whilst Fanny, 
out of all patience at the account he gave of lier kind deliverer, 
took up the subject, and drew a picture of htr new acquaintance 
that delighted Miss Stanhope. ' Oh,' said that giddy girl, ' I an 
dyiug to see your swain, Fatiny. i love pensive cuuutenunces be- 
yond description. I hope you are not far gone in the tendtj- paa- 
lion, for yon may depend upon it I shall become your rival, pro- 
vided your deliuealion be a faithful one.' 

' It will be an honourable rivalship lo be sure,' said Col. Boss, 
with a sneer; ' a cumpetiliou who shall accompany the hero on 
his voyage to Botany Bay, for there Jiis career will end, depeud 
upon il. He is a swindler, or I am a dunce!' 
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' I should think ifae latter assertion Tar more likely to be true 
than \ht former,' iinid Miss Slanbope, laughing. ' Funny's accounl 
of ihc charming creature convinces me be is some incognito of 
coi>eequence, and Ibe glory of developing his real character will, 
perhaps, be mine. Thank yoa, my dear girl, for giving m? some- 
thing lu do, that will prniect roe from ihe demon Ennui. The de- 
lightful task of finding out who this stranger is will amuse me for 
this month to come. But mind, you must look ont for bim, aod 
sbovr him to tne.' 

' Vou are likely to have bf tier employment. Miss Staoliope,' said 
Ihe colonel ; ' employ men t that will effectually defeat the attacks 
of that foe to the happiness of Ihe idle and the vain, which you 
have just menliuntd.* 

'And pray, sir, to what employment do you alludef 
I Amelia. 

'The Duke of AlbemHfle is expected in town to-day 
will be hard if tbe preparationa for your nuptials cannot aupersedt 
the idle curiosity thia lilly story has excited." 

' A pretty remedy for ennui, upon my honour,' said Miss Stan- 
hope. ' I am sure tbe very thoughts of my nuptials, as you call 
Ibem, give me tbe vapours in an instant. Married, indeed ! 1 
am sure, if the duke is as much averse to the match as I ant, our 
union will make an excellent subject for a tragedy, and may be 
called — ' The double Sacrifice.* 

'Oh the perveraeness of human nature!' exclaimed Lady Maria: 
' how many girls would be glad to change places with you. The 
duke is a very handsome man, I understand, and very amiable. 
His tide is ancient, and his fortune equal to your owb,' 

'']he two last considerations are the irou links that unite our 
destiny,' said Miss Stanhope; 'all the rest is of no consequence. 
But I'll tell you what, my dear friend, there is nobody that 
judge so well of the fitting of the shoe as the person that wearsi 
The world may think mioe a bullion lot, but it must not be 
angry with me for dissenting from its opinion. I would give half m^ 
fortune, and all the honour of being a dutcbess, for the delightful 
privilege of choosing for myself.' 

Fanny sighed deeply, aud then blushing, because Col. Ross look- 
ed at her as if he wished' to penetrate her thoughts, she roge from 
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the table, and walked to tbe window. ' Nay, doo't sigh about it,' 
said Miss Slauhope, ' perhaps I might not choote your swaJa if I 
were to see him ; and if I should, I would give you the dukt; in 
his stead, and you hear what a tine bargain liis grace U V 

' You ar« a mad creature, Amelia,' said Lady Maria ; ' but I 
would advise you to see ilie duke before you give liini away, for 
you confess you do not kanw wiielher you like him or not.' 

'That is the only thing 1 do know,' replied Miss Sianhope. 'I 
am sure 1 do mil like him, and I am sure I never shall like him; 
and all I have to wish is, that he maj not like me; for be has the 
power of declining the alliance by ihe (rifling sacritice of ten Ihuu- 
sand per annum, but poor I must lose all my fortune, if I rebel. 
But enough of this hateiul subject ; jou have given me the horrors : 
so if you do not let Fanny ride with nie this morning, to drive Them 
away, I will never forgive you.' 

'If Fanny rides wiUi you, / must make one of the party,' aaid 
Col. Eoss, ' lest she should meet with either of those imperlinenl 
fellows she saw lliia morning.' 

' By alt meanti.' said Mtas Stanhope, ' we shall have no objec- 
tion to a beau. Will you go, Lady Maria Y 

•Ob. no,' hastily answered Col. lloss. 'Maria is such a timid 
rider, I beg we may not liave llie bore of her company !' 

' I did not inteud lo intrude upon you,' aajd Lady Maria, sup- 
presaiug the tears that rose ia her eyes, and endeavouring lu speak 
in a gay lone: ' but I remember the time wlien you used to be 
delighted if Iwould condescend to allow you tn initruct me in ilie 
art of the manege.' 

' My dear Maria, you talk of Ihings thai happened a hundred 
years ago,' said the colonel. 

'I can utily wisli iheii,' replied his lady, ' that instances of the 
tame kindness were more recent '.' And as she spoke she lett the 

Fanny sonn followed, to prepare for her ride, and the colonel 
and Miss Stanhope were left tete-a-tete tor half an liout. With 
the ulraott Jtntsse be endeavoured to persuade Amelia into a belief 
that the person who bad rescued Faony was a person of bail cha- 
racter, pretending that he had a perfect recoUrclion of hia person, 
tiaviug teen him liied for the offence he alleged against him. 
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'All I dread is,' (aid )ie, 'Ibat ibis artful fellow will presame 
upon Ibe gcrviee he has rendered Fanny, and endeavour to ioiereit 
her in bis favour. The girl ia so ronaulicalty grateful, that it will 
nnt be difficult to accomplish such a scheme, and (hen, depend 
upnn it, we »hall siilTer by some unforeseen impuaiiion. Joiu your 
influence then, deur Miss Stanhope, with mine, and help lo frighten 
Fanny out of her good opinion.' 

' If you had noi made such a parade about this story,' replied 
Amelia, ' perhaps 1 should have been on your side ; hut, now you 
seeoi lo set your heart upon it, I shall disappoint you, for I love 
GOntradiclion ; so eipect to see tne on the oppositioa bencli£| 
when llie mailer comes before the house.' -  

Col. Ross laughed in apparent good humour, but be deToatit^fl 
wished his fair friend at New York for her perverseness. 

When Fauny had put on her riding habit, she returned to tbe 
breakfast parlour, and Miss Stanhope's carriage conveyed the trio 
lo tbe spot where the grooms were wal^ug wilb the horses. 

The animal Amelia rode was very spirited, and she frequently 
expressed her fears ihat he would be too much for her skill to 
manage. Fanny, who was the better horsewoman, offered to 
change with lier friend ; hut Ihe colonel endeavoured to persuade 
her not to venture such a hazardous undertaking, but rather to re- 
turn lo Ihe carriage, and defer Ibe ride tilt another day, when a 
safer horse could be provided for Miss Stanhope. 

The giddy Amelia refused to lislen lo this salutary advice, how- 
ever; and, as Fanny repeated Ihe offer, the exchange was made: 
For some lime the fiery animal seemed to submit to ihe superior 
skill of his new manager, and all went smoothly on, unlil the sudden 
elevation of a boy's kile startled him, and darting forward with 
fury, he presently left his companions far behind him. 

Terror deprived Fanny of all power lo check his speed, Uld 
losing her balance, she was thrown to the ground with a violeoce 
that stunned her. And when Col. Ross and Miss Stanhope came 
np lo her, they found her lying, apparently hfeless, in the arms of 
a gentleman, who had slopped his carnage when be saw the acci- 
dent, and flown to her assistance. 

For Ihe first few minutes they were loo much absorbed in terror 
to observe the countenance of Faony'a supporter ; but when, after 
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the application of cold water to her leaiples, she revived, "and as- 
sured her frienda that she was not raaterially hurl. Miss Slanhope 
-inBtantl; recognised, in ihe features of the gentleman who had as- 
BMted Fanoy, too strong a resemblance of iheDuke of Albemarle 
to be in doubt of his identity. 

Though only a boy of fourteen when she had last seen him. the 
peculiar cast of his connteaance was too remarkable to be mistaken, 
snd she had soon the eatisfactioo of observing tbat she bad ibe ad- 
vantage over ber intended bnsband, and was convinced thai her 
own form had undergone a more material alteration in the space of 
seven years than his bad done, since be appeared not to have tlie 
slightest idea who she was. 
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CHAPTER X!. 



A Hoaxf 



Are Duke of Albemarle, for it was really be, offered his carriage 
to convey Fanny home; but Ameba replied, 'that as Miss Stan- 
hope's own carriage would be tbere immediately, there was no oc- 
casion lo intrude upon hts polileness.' A groom had been sent in 
eearcb of the coach, whicb bad conveyed the ladies as far as (he 
Edgeware Road, and it was but a very little while before it made 
its appearance. 

Tbe duke instantly recognised tbe arms, and became the dupe 
of Miss Slanbope's artifice, by mistaking Fanny for bis bride elect; 
a lioaK Amelia bad delermined upon playing htm is soon as she 
found berseir unknown to bini. 

Tbe duke assisled Fanny to the carriage, and (hen took his 
leave, witbout taking any notice of tbe discovery he Ibought be 
had made, and proceeded to town, full of tbe most pleasing aOti' 
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cipaltons of happinesa, in his approachini; union with a girl of lucb 
exquisite beauti^ an (be one he lia<t Just been aHmiriiig. 

He retained but a vctv sll^lit recolleclinn of Ilie infantile grace 
ibat lia«l been presented (i> him as hii I'urure wife, before he lell 
Englanil, and eould only rrraember Ibat be thought her a pretty 
girl, allhuugh there was certaintv nnlhing in her appearance that 
pr'imi^erl auch a lull harvest of perfeclion aa that lie had just been 
coutemplHting. 

Li>rH Snoiertown's hnuse was to be the duke's town resideace, 
nntil lie should be able tu fix upon one to hit raiuil, and he alighted 
there in the higlieat npirib imaginable, in about half an hour 
be had parted uiih Fanny. 

Hia uncle was pleased to see hira so cheerful, aa (be duke'a 
letter had been written in a style of despondency that sboned 
was not very sanguine in bia espectalians of happiness in his ap> 
proaching marriage. 

Wiien the duke related tbe accident that had brought bim ac- 
quainted with Miss Stanhope, Lord Somertown was still better 
pleased, as the description he gave of the imprebsion her beauty 
bad made upon bis fancy, was in the true stjle of a lover. ' Wheo 
I saw the lovely creature thrown from her horse,' said his grace, 
' terror was tbe instinctive emotion of my heart ; but tittle did 1 
imagine how deeply my own happiness was concerned in hersal 
Tbaak heaven,' added he, * tbe sweet girl, though greatly fri| 
ened, was not hurl.' 

* Well, well, boy,' answered Lord Somertown, ' I am glad it 
as it is, for it would have been an inconvenient thing if the f-irl 
bad been killed hejore you had married her. Her f'urtune 
necessary (o the repair of yours, as that long Ciiancery suit 
l)ie pretended heir to your title cost an immeusity of money, 
am glad you like the doll so well, too, as that will make the 
moaial pill go down easier. For my part, I think all the eiils of 
fashion are exactly alike nowadays ; they all resemble tcff/^n^ 
ad'cAainlbeirsbBpea, and French puppetsin their faces ; their dress 
consists of esacily enough of drapery to altruct one's eyes, whilst 
it is sufficiently scanty and transparent to shock one's roodtily; 
and there is so much unmeaniag fiippery in their conver&ation, and 
so little delicacy or good sense in ibeir cooduct, that 1 am con' 
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vinced that ihe oian who marries for love, ia ihrse days, must be 
cither B boy or & dotard.' 

' Yoar lordship's picture of female rKcellence is not ter; in- 
viting,' said the duke. 

' Female exceUence V rejoioed Lord Sotnerlown, 'why (here is 
on such lhin|> ; bui, tiowever, I do noi wi«h In set yo>i agHiii^l ihe 
potion you are obliged lo swallow : yon will find out i's bitlertiesi 
time enough. Apropos, who was with Miss Siuuhupe in her un- 
lucky excursion iliis mornino?' 

* A lady and a genlleniBii,' replied Die duke. 

'The lady I dare say I can guess al, for she has picked up an 
adventurtsi. who is making a £;ood thing otil of her : and 1 hope 
the first act of your power, when yon marry Miss Slanbope, will 
be to break that connection. I hope ihe gentleman was not a 
rival though. Girls are surh vain creatures that they cannot live 
wiihout an admirer : and [ have begun to be afraid, for some time 
past, that you would stay so long abroad, that some needy fellow 
would snatch up the prize before you returned.' 

'I heard the young lady, who was. with Mias Stanhope, call 
the gentleman Col. Ross,' said the duke. 

'Oh! then all is well,' rejoined Lord Somertown, 'Col. Ross 
IB married, so there are nn fears from that quarter.' 

' I am glad to hear it,' said the duke, ' for there was so much 
aniiiely painted on his counlrnance, that I could almost have ven- 
tured tn believe that he was an admirer of Ihe lady who had met 
the accident. But, my dear uncle, you talk of Miss Stanhope's 
marrying some medy mart, as if her fortune waa at 
posal. I thought her lather's will Insisted upou her marrying me, 
on the penally of losing the bulk of her fortune ; and ihal / was 
bound by a similar injunctiou lo marry none but Amelia,' 

* A mere fairy tale invented by my ingenuity,' rejoined Lord 
Somertown, ' lo make you both cement Ihe union I have set my 
heart upon. As jou have fallen in love wilh the girl, I n 
lure to disclose the secret lo ^oti; but I beg you will guard it 
carefully frutn Amelia, on whose docility we must not rely a si 
instant, after that rrsiTaint is taken of.' 

' Deceive her no longer, I entreat you.' said the duke, 'To be 
Ihe object of Mias Stanhope's ttnrestrainsd choice would make vc 
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^^^H bapftier tban 1 can express ; and how can I ever know Ihal I an 
^^^B so, whilst she acts under the JDflueDce of the sappoied clause in 
^^B her father's 

^^^H *I did DDl imagine you were such an idiot, Henr;,' exclaimed 

^^^^ Lord Sonierlowa, angrily; 'you talk of things lliat uever exUlrd. 
^^^H j^o woman ever had au unbiassed choice in a husband. They 
^^^H are influenced by vanity, avarice, or ambition, am) somelimes hy 
^^^V all three. Wheo you know a» much of the sex as I do, you will 
^^V despise Iheni as completely as / do. There is no atiJinal so per- 

^^H verse as a headstrong girl; trust not your happiness to her keep- 

^^m lug therefore, 1 have confided my secret to you, and if yoo 

F betray it I will find a method of revenging Ilie aifront. — You ought 

lo know me, Henry,' continued Loid Somertown, looking slerulj 

I at the duhe: '1 have done much to be revenged of those who 
acoraed my power, and you have benefited by it ; lake care, there* 
fore, how you incur my displeasure: no one ever yet did so wilb 
impunili/. Y'ou know the ties of blood are nothing in my esiima* 
lion, when exposed to excited vengeance. TCemetnber that, and 
tremble! I leave your mode of acting lu yourself, after this 
caution.' 
The duke shuddered as lie listened to this exordium, for he 
well understood his uncle's allusion; and he would gladly have 
given his title and estate to be freed from the unpleasant sensations, 
which the recollections it awakened excited in hJs bosom. He 

I knew, howevvr, the vindictive temper of Lord Somertowa Iim 

^^^^ wtU lo hazard the slightest contradiction. 

^^^^P 'Where my duly and my incMuaiion go hand in hand,' said hU 

^^^r gi^ace, > there i^ little fear of my disobeying your lordahip'a ia< 

* junctions. To marry iVliss Stanhope is the most ardent with of 

my heart: ihHt I should do so is your lordship's. 1 sfauU not 

therefore risk the poeeibilily of a disappotnlmeul, by divulging,^ 

impotlanl secret.' 
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CHAPTER XIK 



A Hoax! 

t m • 

Xn the meantime Miss Stanhope and Fanny returned to town; 
the former full of spirits and drollery, secretly exulting in the im- 
position she had practised, of which, however, she avoided giving 
the slightest hint to either of her companions, fearing lest they 
should impede the success of her plot, before she had an oppor- 
tiinity of laying its foundation with the sef^rity she meditated, and 
Which once put in train, she felt certain would defy their genius to 
overturn. 

Fanny's spirits were flurried with the accident she had met with, 
and she was but ill able to bear the raillery with which her lively 
friend attacked her. 

* My dear Fanny/ said Amelia, ' 1 really think it would be the 
safest expedient we could hit upon> to send you into the country 
immediately/ 

* And why so V asked Col. Ross ; for Fanny was silent, 

' Why doq'f you perceive,*^ rejoined Miss Stanhope, * that she 
can neither walk nor ride without meeting with adventures and 
knight-errants. Depend upon it she will be run away with some 
day, and then we shall lament the temerity that exposed her to 
such danger.' 

Col. Ross bit his lips. It was a suggestion his own anxious 
heart had often presented to his fancy, but he did not dare to avow 
it. ' Now don't you think it very likely to happen ?' continued 
Miss Stanhope, looking archly. 'You were afraid of the AcN>nis 
she met in the morning, but I have the most reason to be atiaid 
now ;' for I will wager a thousand guineas she steals my lover from 
me before I am a week older.' 

'Your lover!' reechoed the co|on«l« 'for heaven's sake. Miss 
^tanhope, whom do you allude to?' 

6 Q 
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marie,' r«pli«il the; ' thai was ibe invin- 
* spread his fosleTUig arms lo shcher tbU 



'TotbeDukeof Alben 
cibic knighl who just n 
beauliful dausel.* 

As Miss iilanbope spoke, Fanny's cheeks were dyed with crim- 
son, HDd a devp sigb escaped ber. An indisiinct feeling like dis- 
apiiointmeDl sbot ibrnugb liei heart. She was sorrj' lo hear Ihit 
tbe stranger she had lliougbl so agreeable was a man ol' whom 
»he Diusl think no mote. She tried, however, to turn tbe conver- 
■alion, by observing, that she wondered the duke had nut recog- 
nised Mist Stanhope. 

'1 dare say,' answered Amelia, laughing, ' thai the duke thinks 



piness ill being desii 
paiDled out a fair ud 
never mind, my deai 
dues Dol please tnc, 
A few ihou^aiids pei 



beauty, that be di 
led to BO lovely a creature, and so 
: more upon a par with his own m 
, I will not pull cups with you. 
]ul I shall not say so. Let him < 
annum will be a (rifling sacrifice 



cl his bap- 
is humililj/ 
rils. Well, 
Tbe duke 
y out first. 
I tite cause 



i»d for IJMb— 
It reji>iid| 
nandljg 
(era of tl^ 



for which Mark Anlhony lunt the world!' 

In this unmerciful manner did Amelia continue lo i 
Fanny, until the carriage slopped al Col. Ross's door, a 
first lime since they had become aci]uaiiited, Fanny fr 
lo gel rid of her agreeable friend, who could not cuminatid t 
enough to alight to tell Lady Maria Ross ' the wondera a 
ride,' a circumstance she lamented most pathetically. 

Col. Ross was 4s glad as Fanny to see Amelia depart, for the 
tempest of jealousy her suggestions had raised in bis bosom, re- 
(]uired the reliremenl of bis closet to subdue and bring within the 
limits of his usual self-command. To his closet therefore he flew, 
as soon as he entered Ihe house, and Fanny repaired lo ber own 
chamber, where, throwing herself on her bed, she gave way to the 
flood of tears Ihat hail long been struggling for freedom. She had 
suppressed ihem while in Amelia's presence, because she feared 
she would aliribute Iheir flowing lo a silly and sudden parliality 
imbibed by a firtt-sight impression, a species of romance Fauny 
had always condemned, when conversing with Miss Stanhope on 
the subject of atlachmenl. 

Scarcely, indeed, could she herself tell from whence tbe wcm^ 
ing propensity originated, but felt most incNaed (o attribute i| J 
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Ihe inflacnce of livf wounded pride, which Iih(I shrunk from Mis* 
Stanhope's raillrry, willi a degree of pain very unusual (o the na- 
turally humble-minded Fanny. 

'Poor oulcBal orphan as I am,' said ihe weeping girl, ' dc> 
pendent on ihe bounty of strangers, and unhl«sl even willi a name, 
my nature aHitnilales uol wiih sui^h degrading cireumsluDcrs. 1 
feel DO iaiiale symploms of baseness : why then should I be Iram- 
pled upoD by those whose foituoes are better, although their sen- 
limenti may be inferior to luitie] Mita Staiiliope ia blest wiili for- 
tune, and its sure attendants— /ri«nt/f. She can command ad- 
mirers; it is uneeiieruus therefore iu her to make my iusiguificauce 
Ihe subject of Iter amuaemenl.' 

Thrse refiections were Ihe bitterest Fanny had ever made; the 
HCret cause that made them so, I leave to my sagacious /fmab 
readers to liud out, nut in Ihe least doubting thai they will be able 
to ascribe Ihe effect to its genuine cause; and with those who are 
clear-sighted enough to uninvel the mystery, 1 flatter myself puor 
Faany will stand aciguitled of habitual ill humour, A little acti- 
mony may surely be excused on so trying an occasion. 

In a few hours after Miss Stanhope's return home, she received 
a note fruoi the Duke uf Albemarle, announcing his arrival, and 
entrealbg permission to pay hia compliments in person to Ihe ladj 
who held his future happiness al her disposal, 

Amelia answered Ihe note, and fixed the following morning for 
receiving (be visit of the impatient iover. The duke thought this 
interval an age, but he was forced to submit ; and the mischievoui 
Amelia enjoyed the double pleasure of reflecting on his present 
suspense, and appruachijig disappointment. When the appointed 
hour arrived, the duke was aunouaced, and enleied the apartment 
where Amelia was sitting at her music, with such a degree of eager- 
ness, that he scarcely gave the servant lime to name hmi ere \ik siaod . 
before her. His impatience, however, was not more evident than 
Itii disappointment, when, on Amelia's rising to receive him, heper- 
cejvcd that she was not the lady be expected to see. Tlie words 
lie had begun to speak faltered on his tongue, and he slopped 
short in Ihe middle of a fine speech, to ihe diversion of his cruel 
IB, aud the inexpressible confusion of his own feelings. 
: duke was sccompauied by Lord Sometlown; be did not. 




] 
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therefore, ilare lo aocount for Jiis eoiliarrisHroenl, snd lliat tiol 
butett il »o\r\y 1« ihi- rimlhliiiess inscpiirBblt! Tram a 6i 
ariHcfimriil. Tlie Marquis i>l' I'etfrafield aaan euiereil ihc rooi 
and rplicved liim. iu hi me degree, by lurniog ihe i^oDvenalinn opoti 
general suhjrvti. 

Afier tume lillle dUc-ossioD or ibe pnlilics and news o( the Aiy, 
Lord Siijn^rlowii asked ibe inarijuis whHber be bad purchased llie 
pioiiirvs ai Cbrisije's, whidi be saw bim -bidding for^ 

■I Uave," replied Lord Felersfirld; ' and if your .InrHsbip will 
do nir ibe t'avnur l« f;'itK \iiur opiniun of a Tiliaii I have amongst 
the nunibrr, ii urill greatly oblige meV 

' CertHinty,' answeri'd Lord Snmerlown ; ' let us loob al il di- 
lecily. The yunn^ people,' added he, nodding signiticanlly, 
' will excuse our leitving Ibcin logelber for a few rainules.' S» saj- 
ii>g, llie Iwo guardians left Ihe room, and the duke's embarrasi- 
inent returned with increni^ed violence. Miss Stanhope, who en- 
joyed ber poor lover's eoiifusion, deiermiued to increase it, 'I 
lillle tbougbl,' said ahe, smiling drclilt, 'when I received auiitl 
|iolite attention from your grace yesterday morning, after imy UD- 
forinnate fall, Ibat it was to the Dolie of Albemarle I was indebted 
for aanislance : but your grace seem* to have fvrgnUva tiie whole 
circn instance, fur you have nut once inquired how 1 am alter my 

Thu dulte was struck dumb al this speeeh ; be mechanically put 
bis hand to bia eyes, as.if .lo ascertain whether Ibey were realiif 
bis own eyes, and Miss Slanbope burst iiiio a lit of laughter Ibat 
cooipleielj diiiconcerled him. 

'It is lime.' said »he, 'to finish llie juke. 1 perceive your 
grace's diiitress, which is, indeed, an awkward one; and although 
I have been mischi<'vous enough to enjoy ii for a little while, I 
. canaot find in my heart lo protract it any longer. I have en- 
tered niOEl unwillingly into the deceit <bat is practised upon you, 
and I feel myself unequal lo Ibe ta^ik of impuiiiig any longer upon 
your credulity, 1 will, therefore, be candid, provii 
will pledge your word and honour that yon will ti 
done so, uiiiil /give yoti leave.' 

iuke, whn;e cannsily was raisi'd to the highest pill 
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readily cnfered into the caiidilional proube, and Miss SUiiliope 
proceeded wild tier hoax. 

' Amcllit Slunhope,' said she, ' is a whimsical creature ; tor, bI- 
tIioni;b I love her dearly, nobody is quicker in discovering lier 
errtirs Ulan I Bin. This giddy girl could not bearihe idea of bi-ing 
iotrnduced to lier Im&band elect as a cummodriy he was obliged lo 
lake, wlidher lie liked it or not; and having read in aorae fiDvel, 
] suppose, of ihe metamorphoses of lovers lo render ihemaeWes 
more hiiJtable in the eyes of ihose they wished to pleane, she de- 
terminfd to gel li|i a litlle drama, winch was lo he performed in 
honour of your grate's arrival. In this piece / have the principal 
part,, for I am honoured hy personating Miss Stanhope, whilst she 
herself has assumed the Dimple guise which belongs to me, and 
which yoii will see her perform with admirable grace and naaete. 
In that disguise she expects to win jour grace's liearl; and, if I 
have any skill in augury, herexpectalions are not ill-foundi-d. Lord 
Somrriown and the marquis are both in the secret, and Ihey are 
anlici|J^tiiig ihe pieaiiure of seeing your embarrass men I, when jou 
find jourself entaM^led in an atlaehinent so •ieerningly contrary lo 
theirwishes, and which file detiouemtnt i>i llie piece is to dissipate 
in the pietliest manner imaginable. The moin'-ni I saw your grace 
enter ihe rooin this morning, I recollected your features, and knew 
j-ou for the gentleman who assisted Miss Slanhupe yesterday mora- 
iDg. The hoax I knew, llierefore, mvat fall to ihe ground, and ihis 
determined me lo lell you ol' it first; and if you have half a grain 
of wil, yon will lurn (he tables upon ihe authors of tl, by ajipear- 
ing to bvlieve things as they repieseui iliem, und acquiescing in 
their wishes as in Hie proposed alliance. This will secreily mor- 
tify them, whilsi yon can insure Amelia's good will by claudtsliue 
testimonies of your admirHtion; uad by private marriage wiih het 
iinderherhoridwed character, you can put the most romanlii: finish 
lo the whole affair. Rest assured of my assislance, provided you 
iicep the secret; and when yon have seen the pretended I'auny, 
you will be better able to tell how far you will like to proceed 
under my directions.' 

It i« impossible to describe Ihe asfonishaienl and delight that 
filled the duke's miail as Anie'ia laid her pretended sulieme bel'ori: 
bun ; but although he vronilered, he did nut doubt. He readily. 
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therefore, pr»iniied ro scl audit Ibe dimtion of his IreachHf 
guide, who, to return, osaiired liim iliat lie would see the real Bl 
SunliDpe thnl niglit, if lie sIhihM men ihcm at ibc Opera. 

'The amngemmt wns bill iml oiade when the Iwn lords >e- 
turued, and ihe duke soon Hlier look h'n leave, saying, an he 
quitted ibe room, ' At (lie 0|>era, ihen, Risdnni, I shall hope to 
renew ibe pleasure I have enjoyed this morning.' Amelia nodded 
anenl, aiid Ihe lover departed, accompanied bj Lord Somertijiqu^ 
neither of ihem dreaming of the tiiok Miss Slanhope hid ll^H 
ptajiog. -^M 

She, however, was lo diverted with the Ihoughts of it, and ■a4#' 
lighted wilh the success Hhich had crowned her first allempla, that 
■be was in perfect ecstasies, and coidd scarcely perform Ihe dutic) 
of her toilet, for laughing at the frolic. 



CHAPTER Xm. 



Crosi Purpose, 




As fbe duke and Lord Soturriown relumed together III rhe CllV= 
riage, the latter said with a smile, 'Add do you really tliink Ihe 
impression you have receiietl indelible t Doyuu believe your heail 
invincibk to any oilier ailaehmeni?' 

'My heart,' replied the duke, • miiit he very deceilfiil if it has 
not received a lasting impressinn. 1 tkiuk 1 shall not ragiti/ change.' 

'lam glad you speak ffu^ivur/j/ upon (he subject,' answered Lord 
Soraerlowu, luughing ; ' ii shows you are less o( llie blockhead tfaaa 
1 took you lo be, from yout first rhapsody. 1 wish you to D 
Miss Staiihupe, but 1 don't think it necessarily followi thai 
should make a /ool of yourself!' 

The duke smiled, but he made no reply. He atlribuled I 
SotQertown'a asperity, not lo Ilia natural uoroae disposition, but 1* 



thatt^riH 
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th« particular moTliAcalion he Tell at supposing he, th« dukr, ad- 
mired 'he Jictilious, instead of llie real Miss Slanbnpe. 

NotliiDg (Dore, however, passed an Ijie subject belweea tliem ; 
and the duke passed llie hours that intervened between ibat ami 
the Opera, in arranging lii'i plans respecting ihir doubli^ part l>« wds 
to act, so as to keep up ihe farce at allention l« the pretendtd, nnd 
vet saTisfy the righiful auvcreicn ihat lie was devoted to her alone. 

lu the meamime, Aliss Stanhope called upon Fanay tu entreat 
her (0 accompany hvr l'> ihe Opera, and spend a few days with her 
at the Marquis of Peier^lield's. Fanuy did not appear much ia- 
citned to join ihe parly; but after a liille persuasion, and a good 
deal of raillery upon her sudden preililecli'^n fur solitude, she 
yielded to her lively frieni), and protaisi-d lo make one in (he 
Marchioness of Pflersiieid's bux lli4t evening, aud accompany 
Amelia home for a few days, provided lliesctieuie fids approved by 
Lady Maria Russ, who was also of the party ; and about half-pait 
nine tliey entered the Upera House. 

The pour duke bad been ibere ever since the upeuiug of ihe 
doors, devoutly cursing tlie fasbiunabte folly wbich rendered it 
vulgar lo see the begiunjug of any public exhdaiiun. 

His grace Was in the pil, wilU bis ejes 6xed on that pari of lbe< 
gay lieinispbcre where he expected the rising of the star be wor-i 
shipped. No sooner bad be recognised the enliance of the party, 
ihan he flew to juin Ihem. 

Miss Stanhope received his compliments with a smile, and turn- 
ing to Fanny, begged leave to inirothice het friend lu bis grace. 

'Miss fannif,' said sbe, emphatically; ' I would add anoiber 
name if 1 could, but t must leave tbal for yuur grace's in]i|;enuily 
lo supply in whal manner ynu please.' Tbe latter part of tbis was 
spoken in a low voice, and the arch smile that accompanied it. con- 
vinced tbe duke ibal Amelia alluded lo ber ortn assuuied character. 

The sdmiraiion the duke had fell at ihe first interview with 
Fanny was increased at lliis mumeni : there was a dignily in her 
look and manner he bad nut before observed, and the expression 
(hat beamed from her beautiful eyes was calculated to a.we, as well 
as 10 enchant. 

Tii<9 cause of tbis change in ibe usual appearauce of Fauny, 
which generally gave llie idea of feminine sufluess, rather than dig- 
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nity, origtDBlei] in tlie peculiarily ot tier reelings tespecting^^H 

His appearance liail sirucic lier a» the mmt ugreeHblp abe had 
ever seen, before she krjew who lie was; anil wben she learnt Ihe 
disagfeeable truth, she iijatanll; dclerniiiied In subline (he slight 
parliality slie felr. Misa Stanhope's raillfry had rniised her pride; 
and lier promise not In  pull taps' wilh her Ibr ibe duke, seemed 
In imply thai she thoufjbt Fannj would be glad to altract M^^ 
grace's notice, ir she could dn il with imjiunily. ' I wisti Q^^^H 
interfere with Amelia's lovers,' Ihongbtshe; 'anil she Bfaall^^^| 
H^^ that Ihe duke is nol an object to excile my ambition.' ^^^| 

^^^H Fnll of theap prnnil resolutiona, Faati/s e)es wore « loo^^^| 

^^^H hauteur very dilTerent from their usual txpressinn; yet wai^^^f 
1^^^ change an improveraenl, as il gave a spirit lo her beaut; '^^'^^^| 
dered il more striking and imiires^ive. ^^^H 

Deep blusbea mantled on hercbeeks as the duke paid his^^^H 
I^^H plimenls to her, bul the coldness with which she lurned away mP^i 
^^^^ liim, Ihe moment he had done speaking, mortified, though it leod- 
^^^^B ed lo increase his passion. 

^^^H 111 vain did the duke endeavour lo engage ber in conversation ; 

^^^H her laconic answers, pulitely, but coldly given, still terminated 
^^^^ every subject be started. 

I Id Ihe cofTee room, after Ihe Opera was over. Lord Somerlown 

joined ibe party, and ihe duke's allenlinn lo Fanny was nol loil 
upon that cynical nobleman. 'The boy is a fonl,' said he, m< 
tally, 'and ready to fall in love with every school-girl he IM 
nith. A few hours ago he was dying for Miss Slanhope, and-l 
the ideot is woribtpping a new divinily ; but 1 know boi/s tooj^ 
to notice their folly. Opposilion only gives fire to romi 
the spark will go out of itself, if the breath of eunlradi 
not fan il into flames.' 

The nest day the Duhe of Albemarle paid Miss StanhoiJl 
early vi«il, ' What an amiable creature are yuu, my dear mad 
said be, ' in abowing such compassion to rue. Had you left  
ignnrauce, on this trying uccasiun, my sufferings would ha 
insupportable.' 

'It is plain you think me very amiable,' replied Amelia 
ing, ' wheii you confess so caudidly to my face, that Ihe barel 
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o( being united to me wmilJ have l)een iiisup|iorlable to jon. But 
if Jove forgave Ihe perjuries of lovers, surelj' mere mortals may 
pardon lliifir rudtnrss.' 

'Nay,' inlernipled llie (JlIcp, 'you wroDf; me, maduni, nod 
wresl my word* from iheir real meaniiig. I did ool «ay the idea of 
marrying you would be iiisnpportable ; it waj my suspense, respect- 
ing the object of n>y clioiee, lliat I exclaimed against ; and as that 
ciiojce, as sudden as ir is aident, was made before I bud ever 
looked al you, snrely the shadow of offence cannot be imputed to 



' Tolerably well turned,' answered Miss Sianliope ; ' but tell rae, . 
my lord, candidly, supposing all that 1 have lol<fyou lihoiild be 
proved a mere fabrication of my own brain, how would yon be in- 
inclined to aci? Would you play Math Anthony, or Shyloik T 
Would jou ibrow away the world fur luve, or iustsl upon yonr 
-bondr" 

Tlie duke started — lie did not like the suggestion ; it gave rUe 
to doubts that had not before torpeDted him, and he knew not 
wliai to answer. Amelia saw his confusion, and enjoyed it. 

' I'll tell yoa what,' said she. ' I am afraid you are too lukewarm 
a lover for Amelia Stanhope; she is romance personified, and the 
man who would not run away with lier> at the risk of never pos- 
sessing a shilling of her fortune, will never marry ber, yoi) may 
depend upon il.' 

'The oian who could thiu^ of/orlunii, wbea put in competition 
with the possession of MUs Stanhope, would be ui)notlhy suoli 
s prize !' said tbe duke, ' 3ut why, dear i^adum, torment me 
with queries that itivolve even your own veracity, as well qs my 
happiness, in clouds of obscurity ?' 

' I don't know why 1 started llie difficulty,' said Miss Slanhope. 
laughing, ' unless it were meant to increase your paision ; f.ir, aay 
what you wiil, Ihere is no stimulus in love equal lo difficulty.' 

'There is a charm in your mischief-loving spirit, thai wouU be 
daogerous to contemplate,' said ibe duke, ' to a man less a cap- 
live than I am. T\k itilcbery of your smiles is increased by the 
niiscliivf Thai seems lo lurlj bpneaili ihint; and iho^e you most 

Kilt to lerment, would bt' uioit liktij to feel pleasure from the 
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'Don't vaste jroiir lime in com pi ioi en ting me,' said An 
Uoghing. 'for bcride what will, from me yoo gid bive no c 
tatioDt. Had I not been qiiile clear upon Ibat head, 
hare underlakeo ilie patt I am placing.' 

'If (hen you are so clear as to wbat I may hope for from your- 
leir,' luid ihe duke, ' deign, dear madam, to iaform me wbal are 
my dependencies with your friend.' 

'There are few women who can answer for tkemsehet' mM 
Amelia, ' and you are unreaionable enough to expect lliat 1 ibould 
answer for my friend. I do not give so wide a latitude to the do- 
lies of friendship. Thus far I will venture to tell you, if ynu win 
Amelia Stanhope, you must possess more merit than i« at this mo- 
ment apparent to your humble servaiil- Exert i/our mtrgut, 
therefore, my lord duhe, and who knows what may happen V 

'Provoking, tantalisEing girl,' said the duke, in a tone of im- 
patience, ' how can you make an amusement of my sufferings, and 
laugh B< my dislresiT Surely such softness of feature wai never 
■nlended to enshrine a heart so impervious to humanity 1' 

' A pretty story, truly,' exclaimed Amelia, ' that I am lo be 
stigmatized with the appellation of barbarian because I do not 
melt, forsoolh, iulo sympathetic tears of pity at ibe unheard-of 
sufferings of a man, who, having been tight and forty hours io 
love, is still uncertain whether bis mistress approves of him or 
not I!! Thank heaven my sensibility dOes not keep pace with 
your impetuosity; if it did, my poor nerves would be in s tament- 
able situation indeed!' 

The duke could not belp smiling at the ludicrous turn Amelia 
gave to his complaints, ihough he little imagined the full exleolof 
the irony she addressed to him. 

■To be serious for a moment, if that indeed be possible,' ^ 
the duke, 'will my fair instructress condescend to tell n 
am to say to my uncle, when he questions me as to my reception 
by Miss Stanhope 1 Am 1 to report a gracious faeariog or nott' 

' Nay, 1 leave that to your own discretion.' replied Amelia, 
'/am the osten^ble Misa Stanhope, and 1 am sure /have received 
you very kindly: therelore you may safely say so. But 1 would 
advise you to throw in a few hinli, when you are talking la your 
uncle, how much you would prefer Ibe pcrti«nlet8 Fanxy Id 
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the rich heiress, provided jou could fullow jour own inclinii- 
lian. 

' Lorrf Somertown will pretend to reprove your imprutlence, but 
he will be secrelly pleased with yoiir peneliation and sound jiidg- 
ateai; for he is as enger for ihe success of Ihe romance as m; 
frivnd, and quilts as deep in ihe pint. SiiflTer all ihe prclimiuaries 
to be settled, juit as if you inlended lo many Miss Stanhope in 
bit proper chsracler, and then give zest to the joke, run away 
with her a few da^s before the one fixed .for your Duplials, under 
the fictitious name of Tiilhefless Fiinny. Oh  the story will make 
the pretliesl novel that ever was, and Amelia Stanhope will be bet- 
ter pleased with the denouement than any other person!' 

'Would lo Heaven I were sure of tbal !' said the duke;  hut 
the expresbion of her eyes does not spenk so fiallering a language.' 

'Nay, never mind Ibal,' replied Amelia, laughing, 'for tbat 
may be as foreign from Ihe truth as the rest of Ihe plot. "Faint 
bean never won a fair lady." Go on, therefore, and prosper. 
Yov have mj/ good wishes, and Miss Stanhope's loo, or I am utia- 



nkta 




CHAPTER XIV. 



The Concert. 



JVliss Stanhope, wiihoul disclosing a little of her plot lo 
Fanny, managed it so well that she made her act in concert wilh 
lier. The necesMly of meeting ihe duke continually was very 
irksome lo Fanny; but Amelia laid her plans to adroitly, tbal the 
former could nol excuse herulf from joining the parties of the lat- 
ter, without giving the very reason she wished to i:oncea1. 

Instead of feeling flaliered by the duke'j atlenlions, as she 
would have dilne had she considered herself entitled to receive hid 
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IS tililp «h6rl or insult, sinoe 
e paid her, kfi her no po$si- 



addicaspi, Fiinny lonkcH iipnii lliem i 
the poiriird nmniier in uhich lliey wer 
bilily of miaUkitig iheir iniporl. 

'To t*hi>l vmK' would she sny (n lirrsrir, 'does tbe Duke of 
Alfiemarle aHHres) himself to me? Di>fs lie not know rhat I affl 
acquainird with ihe nature "f hii eugiigrmmit la Miss Slanhope! 
Am Ihi'j not puhliclji Hchnowkdged to ihe world hy ihe prepara- 
tions that are mitking for llieir union? It h true tlial Amelia pro- 
fesses (o dislike the duke ; nay, even nfTecIs (o ridiiule liim ; but 
she puts no barrier in the way of his addresses. He is received ■> 
her eckncmledged titver; and thuiigli it is ^uflicienily evident thil 
there is no love on either side, yet, if eonfemencr be llie motive of 
(heir union, it will he nevertheless a marriage; and iherefote ren- 
ders his addresses to any other woman a gross insult lo dflicaey.' 

While these ideas were pBsstiif; in fanny's mind, the duke, who 
supposed het a parly in u plol to deeeive liioi, Hod who exulted in 
Ihe hnowltdge of Ihal pl.ii, persevered in paying her the nioil 
markeil atlenliun, sijll ear(riill> udheiing to iVlisg Stanhope's in- 
junctions nut to give a liinl of his know Irdge of the deception. The 
dnke. who joined to a persun the mnsl etigaijing a perfection in 
ihe art of pleHsing liial niiehl have rendered a less liandsome mm 
irresistible, was a general favouriir with the ladles, and his alien- 
tinns to Fanny were not observed witiiout exciiin;; considerable 
emulions of envy and malice. The uamelesi girt was ulready oh- 
noxious to their hatred from llie erlat of her beauty, and now ihey 
gave vent, in the most unequivocal terms, to their rancour and ill- 
nature. ' II was a shame,' tbey said, ' that a girl like that should 
be suffered to rival a youu|[ lady of iVliss Stanhope's consequence; 
and ihey wondered the Marquis of t'elenfield and Lord Somer- 
town would allow of such doiuus. They ouglit lo interpose their 
anthorily, and remove a person so unfit for ihe circles of faskbu 
as Fanny certainly was,' 

. These whispers reached Lord Snmertown's ear, and as he had 
always felt Ihe most decided aversion for jtoor Fanny, he determined 
lo speak lo Cul. Robs and Lady Maria on ihe subjecit aud Iry if 
nothing could be done to get rid of so dangerous a (Krson befoie 
the inisclilef had gone ton f^r. His 
grel, that he hud himself betrayed C 
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ing hii alliance witli Miss Slanlmpe, m a moment when he Imd 
been led lo inagiae that liis nephew wa^ us anxious' l'i>r (he match 
as he was ; and hy this imiiiudenue llie Huke knew that lliere was 
1)0 jieoHily airached (» liis derelielinii from llie proposed marriitge. 

Allcr all llie pains Lord Somertown had laketi, and tUe guilt he 
lind incurred, to insurr the liile ol' Albemarle (a liis nephew, ihe 
bare idea or liis ingraliliiile was ilisiraciion !— Should he marry the 
nameless, portionless f^irl, thai seemed now (o engniss all his alien* 
tion. Lord Someriown I'ell lliat lie should suarcel; siirviire ihe 
event, since ibe haired he felt IW Ihe iuiioceiil object of his nc- 
|iliew\ afiVution was as violent as it was undeceived. 

Frum ihr lirsl raonjenl he had seen the swee 
tier; and Itie expressiun nl' hisejes had bef n si 
of his siinl, that I'muiij had fell a terror she ct 
for nnr subdue, whenever she had found her 



girl, be had baled 

Irne lo the feelings 

Id neither account 

rself Ihe object of his 
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Tlie Duke of Albemarle had been in England now about Iwo 
moniha; and it was daily expeeted thul his grace's nnplials would 
be shortly fixed with Ihe ritii Miss Stanhope, whilst the busy cir- 
cles ihai reported ibrse conjectures never failed to add, that ' fhe 
diviiu frkndihip' (hat subsisted between Amelia and Fanuy would 
be a source of much pleasure lo Ihe duke, whenever ihe union took 
place : and as, no doubt, all parlies were agreed, it might prove 
a happy compact. 

The uniy persons who heard nothing of ihese whimpers were 
those most concerned in their imporl.^the trio themselves. That 
they were the objects of particular observation they could not fail 
insciuns ; but ihis the) ullnbuted to ibe celebrity of Miss 
liope'e furlune, and her approaching nuptials. 
il H cuDcerl, one evening, however, ihe buz was more than 
illy Bclive; and Fanny, who was mure pariicularly ihe object 
of ill-natured observation, felt the painful impression of the whis- 
per in circulation. Her nature, delicate and inodesi, shrunk from 
the general stare, and sufferings the most exquisile were painted 
on her intelligent countenance. 

Not so Mits blianhope. She, with her accuslometl liveliness, 
was listening lo llie nonsense of Sir Everard Mornington, a young 
■laii of daibing celebrity, who, besides being a member of the 
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roiir-in-Hund Club, whs llie rpilome of every thing lidiculnus in 
lli« luug lilt of rasliiouobk folly, flii fortune waa lirgc, anil lib 
person handsome; and tbetefore even ihoie people who had mum 
enough lu Ivugli al hia foibles, pretended lo lolemte Ihtni in con- 
liilcriiiiun of liii extreme ^aud nature and geuerosily. In Misj 
Sutihape'i eyei, however, he rose ubove lolervlinu, far sliedoaled 
upon eccenUivily, and her ear nua charmed h; the frequent lepe- 
tilloM of ihoit eUgaitt phrase* prime and bung-up, and Ibe teat of 
that uninlelligihlec/nnf which has lately been mbstiluted for good 
MDM and good breeding. The relalion oF hi) exploits in the 
Olympic arl of charioteering, was more interesting to her feelingB 
than she could possibly have found in the aouals of the nio^l distill- 
guiihed GOD<]uerors. Sir Everard was not iii&ensible to the hodouf 
of Miss Stanhope's approbation; and from the tirsi evening of 
their scquaiutance, he had determined that she alone, of all the 
girls be knew, black, brown, or fair, should sit beside liiua on the 
dicky, when be drove lo tbe (emple of Hymen. The siigkl diffi- 
culty of 8 prior evgagemenl was nothing to his magnanimous soul. 
' There was but little merit,' be said, ' in winning a race where «U 
llie competitors started fail; but to overtake and overturn t 
ingly lucceiisful rival, would be prinie and bang-up with 
geance !' 

Tbe duke bad been conversing with Fanny at ibe beginoii 
the enterlainment, and paying her those thousanJ delicate 
namelesi altcntiouB which mark so well the affection of Ibfe 
Fanny had received Ibein, as she always did, with the must frigid 
coldness. When a delii^ute miud feels it necessary lo struggle witfi 
-a growing partiality for an object every way calculated (o render 
the task difficult, tlie eftbrt is made uilh all the fervour of deter- 
mined virtue, and no outward symptom betrays the struggle within. 
Tbe duke felt piqued at her indifference, and began to doubt 
iher be had not been deceived by his informer, wlieobe was li 
Id suppose she had cherished a wish to enslave him, 

full of these thoughts, he bad quitted Fanny's side, ud wai 
ed to tbe opposite side of tbe room. 

~ Lady Maris Ross, who sat on tbe other side of Fanny, wai 
gaged in deep conversation with sonic ladies near her, and the 
girl was left exposed la tbe whispers and tbe observations 
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itiTrounding ladies, as we just now relxled, a situition of wbose' 
disBgreeabtencss slie was by no means insensible. 

Absorbed in tier own unpleasanl reflrclions, elie did' not observe 
rbat a gentleman had takni tlie seal tiexl ber, wLich the duke had 
juBt left, unlil his vuice, addressing her, ruused her from ihe 
reverie, 

' Once more,' said lie, in a lone which Fanny inalantly knew to 
be the roice of the stranger whose pulilencas had rescued her from 
insult in the Park, on ihe morning of her well-reraembeied walk; 
'once more I nm so happy as to meet with (he swceI girl ifhoie 
image has lived in my hiari ever since Ihe firsi moment I beheld 
her. Yet mistake me not. gentle lady,' cmtinued he. speaking 
more softly, ' I am no lover come t» offir the incense of flailery at 
the shrine of beauty. Thai passinn i^ for ever exiinct in thia bo- 
som: it is buried in the lomb of her you lescmble. The offering 
I bring you is friendship the most sublime: such love as i>nardian 
angels feel for those they watch over. Deign then to liHtcn to iny 
wamiog voice: — lemptalion and d<inger, nay, even draih itself, 
appear to ihrealen you; refuse not then the friend that he^iven 
itself has sent.' 

It is impossible to describe the variety of emotions that filled 
the bosom of Fanny as she listened to this sirunge address. Ihe 
most predotninant was fear ; terrified at pi'fceiving that she was ob- 
served more than ever, her (irsi impulse was to fly; aud she was 
rising from her seat, unconscious of ibe action, when she felt the 
stranger's hand laid upon ber arm to prevent ber removal, and she 
mechanically re-seated herself. 

* You seem to fear observation,' said be, in a gentle voice, ' and 
jcl you were about to eKciie it in the most imprudent manner. Sit 
■till, sweet girl, and be not afraid of the only friend this room 
contains for you.' 

There was a charm in the voice of Ihe stranger that had a pow* 
erful effect upon the heart of Fanny ; the had Iclt it the first limt 
lie spoke to Iter, aud it seemed to iuciease lather ibao dimiiiisb in 
the repetition. 

She raised her timid eyes to bis face, and wondered at Ihe delight 
^^ hat thrilled through her frame, as she read affection in liuae 
^Ef ibe persuasive speaker. She immediately cliecked the euiution, 



FATHERLESS FASSY; OR. ^M 

and endeavouKd to recover her serenity, but she could oAly looi 
composed ; lite CeeliDO) or her miod were nnt lo be subdued. The 
peaelralitiK eye of ibe ctraoger perceived tlie struggle, and again 
addressed tier. 

' I am impelled towards you, lovely girl,' laid he, ' bv an interest 
as undeGnable as it is irresiilible. I observe with pleasure Ihal 
5011 parlicipale in my feelings, altliough the sympathy is invnlua- 
tary. The insllDCt of the soul is incapable of error ; I am per- 
suaded, therefore, that we eball one day be satisfied why we ex- 
perience the emotions that now agitate us both.' 

Fanny continued sileni during ihe whole of (his address ; fur 
she feared to trust her voice, lesl its tremulous sound should be- 
tray her agitation. She did not feel >o well assured thul it was the 
effect of divine iospiraliou, and therefore chose rather to check 
than encourage it. 

She had been combating with the rising partiality that had been 
awakened in her bosom by Ihe Ouhe of Albemarle, and she coutd 
not help feeling bolli surprised and provoked, that a person, of 
whose very name she was ignorant, and whom she had seen but 
once before, should be able lo exdte sentiments of tenderness in 
her heart, far superior to any she had ever before experienced; 
and which, although they bore no resemblance to Ihe partiality 
she felt for the duke, were so new and undefinable, that she trem' 
bled to adoiit them. 

't perceive,' said the stranger, observing that Fanny's reverie 
was bolh deep and painful, ' I perceive that (he abruptness of my 
address has alarmed your delicacy. But fear not, sweet girl; I re- 
peal /irm no lover: consider me as a monitor and friend, and listen 
to my admonitions: You are surrounded by treachery; beware 
of Ihe Duke of Albemarle ; beware of Col, Ross; but, above kII, 
beware of Lord Somertown,' 

Fanny turned pale. 'Good heaven,' exclaimed she, 
danger threatens meT The people of whom yoi 
thing to me. Why, then, should I fear themt Explai 
mysterious caution, I implore you ; for it lerritieg witbn.ut mi 
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meet me in Ihe patk wheic I first saw joU, tO'Diorroff morninr, 
and I will reveal the myslery Ihat pi^rp1ex«g you.' 

' Meet d stranger hj apiioiiitmenr !' said Faun^r, colouring with 
indigDBtioD, ' it hyou, sir, I ought la fear, wlio arivUt me so im- 
pruitenlly ;' and risiii°; from iier sbst 11$ she spnkt<. sliP qmllpd llie 
itde or the stranger, and irnme'lialely joined Mlis Sliinhnpe, who 
hat) juft beckoned her to conle Id lier. ' You are a prettj miss, 
indeed," said she, laughing, as Fanny upprnaehed her: ' two con- 
quests in an evening me loo rOnch.'  How /rro conquests?" repeated 
Fanny; ' I do nnl undersland you.' 'Oh ! I will eulighten yonr 
understanding, my dear — you haVe been first fiirliug With Ihe Dult^ 
of Albemarle, and now 1 hate caught you coqBeting with Ihe rich 
Mr. Hamillon.' 

' Mr. Hamilton I' said Fanny : ' is the gentleman who has just 
been liilkiiig lo me named Hamilton 1' ' Ves, my dear : do you 
like Ihe u^nic belter than Albemarle 1' 

' Oh, no,' said Fanny, naitely, ' I only repeated Ih? name be- 
cause Ihe house Lady EllJncourl purelia^ed in Yorkshire belonged 
to a Mr. Hamilton, and 1 h^ve always bad my Ihongbis about that 
house.' 

'Well, and now I suppose you will have yntir own Ihoughls 
about its late maafer,' said Miss .Slanhope, ' for that gentleman in 
black is he. The late Mr. Hamilton left his immense fortuae to 
him, on the condition nf lakmg his name. He met him abroad, 
and look a fancy to him for some of his winning ways that seemed 
lo have charmed you; for I hear he was no relation to him. — 
There's a history for you, my dear ; so now let'a have your pnri ot 
Ibe romance. Has he been making love lo you ? He looked migfaly 
tveit, melhinks.' ;. 

' No, indeed,' said Fanny, ' he has not been making lore (b me . 
lot do you know he is Ihe stranger I met with in Hyde Park, that 
tMrning when Col, Ross was sn angry willi me I And he is (he per- 
son the colonel said was a aviindler.' * 

'Charming, charming!' rejoined Miss Stanhope, 'the plot 
thickens. Weill my dear, I like llie story vastly, and you shall 
olsrry which you Mke, the duke or Mr. Hamdloi).' 

< ll is ridiculous to talk of marrying either,' replied Fanny, in a 
lane of vexation. 
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* It is nol soridicnlousasyoumayclioosetolhink il/interiupled 
Miss Slnnliope, ' fur I have tlie most uni]u«slioi)ab1e aulhoiiiy fat 
asserling ibat the Duke of Albemarle is in love with you.' 

Amelia raised lier voice a litlle a; she prunounced Ibe latter patt 
of her speech, aud Lotd Somertown's ear CHUgljt ilie imjiorlanl iu> 
foriiialioii it conveyed, as he was appruBchinjj in nnler to sj^ieak to 
ber. Il was euough lo muse all llie demoD within him, and turn- 
ing upnn bis heels, he sought for Col. Ross, to wh'im he merely said, 
tbat 'he wished for a private conference with him Ihe next nioro- 
ing, on a subjrct of Importance, and begged to know whether be 
would do him ihe honour of receiving him to breakfast with him.' 

The colonel said, ' he was disengaged, and would certainly ex> 
pect his lordship at the hour appointed.' Lord Sonierlown boned, 
and immedinlely quitted Cntouet Aoss for the purpose of more 
strictly observing Funny. 

The result of this observation was not pleasing to him, for he 
had soon Ihe pain of seeing the Duke of Albematle resume his 
place beside her, and Lord Somertown had been loo Inug an in- 
habitant of Ihe world lo remain any longer ignorant uf his oephi 
senlinicDts respecting her. 

Fury Bashed from his eye as coDviclion shot through his hi 
and the emotion was so strong, that the following words escaj 
his clinched teelb, as his terrible glance fell upon Ihe object of 
haired: —'Base worm! thou shall perish for daring to oppose my 
wishes.' 

His rage was changed to horror, however, when a voice, close 
to his ear, exclaimed in an awful tone, — ' Thou, too, art perishable, 
frail mortal! tAy power is limited, thy days are numbered — be- 
ware, then, how thou ihreatenest another! An eye observes 
tbat thou dreamest not of.' 

A cold shiver ran through Lord Sooiertown's frame as he lisleni 
to accents too well remembered ; acdrcely did he dare to turn his 
head, lest he should behold a face the voice had loo faially recalled. 
But curiosity is an impulse more powerful than fear ilself. Agi- 
tated as he was, with horror and dismay, he could not resist the 
eager dictates of that arbitrary power, and his eye involuntan^ 
scHight Ihe person who bad uttered Ihe terrific words : it caught ly 
glimpie of his retiring form, and, as if blasted by the rfew, M 
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standy closed, his limbs ^liffened, and he fell on the ground. The 
surrujiidi'ig company were terrified at iliis calaitrophe, though un- 
GODScious of its cause. Lord Somertonn was raised from the 
ground and converted to an adjoining apartment, medical assislance 
sent for, and an apoplectic ^l was the name given Id the visitation 
of rtmorsf. 

The confusion this accident occasioned put an end to the concert. 
The company hastily called for their carriages and retired ; all es- 
cepl those immediately connected with his lordship. They ilayeil 
and witnessed his recovery from the stupor into which an accusing 
conscience had plunged him ; they saw his wildly staring eyes, as 
he cast them around (he room in search of the spectre that had 
alarmed him ; and lisiened wiih horror to his incoherent allusions 
lo scenes of former gnilt and cruelty. 

The Duke of Albemarle, however, finding that his uncle uttered 
eipressinoi Ihal too plainly told that all was not right wilhio, pro- 
posed his being removed to his own house; and as the physician 
pronounced it niigbi be done with safely, his lordship was sup- 
ported to bii carriHge in the arms of bis servanlf, and by that 
conveyed lo uhere he was put lo bed. His pillow, swelling with 
down, received his aching head : the rich drapery thst hung round 
his hed, shaded his dim eyes from the tapers that burnt on his table, 
and busy attendanls crowded around him to prevent his wishes. 

But, alas! repose was not lo be found wiibin ihe sumpluous 
apartment ; no down could administer the sweets of re&t to a dis- 
turbed conscience ; and although the silken hangings might ex- 
clude the blaze of v>a\en lapers. ihey could not abelier the mind's 
eye from the bright flsire of conviction that awakened busy me- 
mory, and bid her intlict tortures which could neilher be borne 
nor eluded. Tlie ready domestic, however willing to anticipate 
Ms lord's wishes, could nol present him with the only cordial bis 
fevered lip pouted for — Ibe water of oblivion, whose friendly 
powers might teach him lo (orget his guilt, and thereby escape (he 
remorse thai harrowed up his soul, and filled htm with nniilterable 
anguish. 
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A Morning Vuit. 

Alas! whj does not remorse iniluce repeoUncet Tuo 
fiDd il tiu a conrrary effecl, siiiriag up in the soul, pais 
giiill, Kiilii^nU of furji anil revenge iiislcait of contriiion tai 
amFiidineni. Lntd SoineTtewo wasfirn by tlie recullceiion of I ha 
deeds uf cruelty und injustice he had b<ren guilly oT; yet, inalrad 
of uUbiiig Id atone for his guill, or ninkiug resijtuiion to the in- 
jured parlies as far as circumstances would admit of, bii maliciaui 
spirit panted lo Eoniuiit more oulrages : und nllhaugli slruuglui^ ai 
it were in the grasp of death, lie seemed lo wiih a proloDgaliat) of 
bis life merely In um it for llie deslniulion of olliets. 

His ei^r bad cdiivinced him Ibsl a beiiig siiil eKislrd of whoie 
deu)b be liad buig ihoughl biniself eerlaiu; and tbe tempest of 
pa»sioDt that conviiiliuii awaked in his soul, guve energy 
liilitaled frame, and luused liiui Uam lb« letbaigy into which 
[Of bad plunged biiti, wfieu first the surprise asjuiiled liin. 

< IiciJ/ live,' said Ibe furiaus earl. [ai»ing himself ia bis 
tvilh an energy Ibat aslouiibed his ulleudanls ; ' I mil live, 
have much to accomplish before 1 ^\t,' 

Suppnrled by the fervour wbicb had eeited Ilia mmd, 
Soiut'rtuwn was able to keep bis uppoiniiueal llie ensuing tnoini 
uilh Col. Kois, wbo fell a surprise borderiug on inereduiity, 
the man he bad Ibougbt dying the preceding eveuiag was iatFBA 
duced iuto his library, and be beheld his erect cairtage 
aideat eye, in neither of which remained a single vealige of i 
poailion. 

'I feel butb rejoiced and astonisbed,' exclaimed the colonel, » 
he placed bis noble visitor in an aru-cliair, ' tu see your lordship 
so wonderl'uity recovered from the illness that alarmed 
greatly last night.' 



I 



THE LITTLE MENDICANT. 



UI 



' Weak luiaiU,' replied Ui» loidship, ' ure apt to yield to (lie 
slighleal stroke of aickaess; bul miae is not cast in that mould, 
colonel. Tile buiiiueas which lims broughl lue hillier is important 
to llie dignity of my family, nnd r«rciblc indeed nual bare been 
that power wbicb could bave letupled me to defer it. Your high 
cbaracter for politeness, ciilDnel, in<liiees me lo hope that you will 
give in e llie inronualioii 1 require; and, perhaps, aubaequent cir- 
cuinslancesmay mdnpe you to lend your assistance tu the forward- 
iag of my views in t>'i affair of muub moment.' 

The colonel boweil, and Lord Soinerlown proceeded: 'You 
have A girl under your CHre who is a perfect enigma ; would yon, 
sir, inliirm me wbo slie leally ist' 

' Thai is nol in mj power, my lord,' replied Col, Ross; ' my 
ignorance on tliut «<ilijecl is as profound as your lordship's.' 

' Asloaishing 1' r^oioed Lord Somerlown : ' is not Lady Mam 
better informed]' 

'1 assure your lordship, willi truth,' said tbe colonel, 'that 
neither Maria nor myself know the least tittle concerning the person 
you allude lo, excepting that she is a fuundliiif, and is called 
Fanny. She has do surname, nor do I believe the pour girl is any 
wiser on this subjeei than ourselves.' 

' If it be not itnperlineot,' said Lord Somertown, ' may I ask 
what motive could iuduce people of rank, like Col. Ross and Lady 
Maria, lo make a person so obscnre ibe imnale of their bouse, and 
ID introduce her into parties trhere ber do-iblful origin must be a 
source of pait^ |o lierself, and resentment to those who feel their 
digoily insulted by baviug such a person obtruding upon Ibem? 
But, perhaps, ibe romautic spirjl of these novel-reading limes sug- 
gested ilie probtbilily ihat ihe girl might be some princess in dis- 
guise, fled from her persecutors lo lake refuge in this land of beno 
volence aittl phiUnlhropy.' 

'Indeed!' replied Colonel Rosa, ' we never gave ourselves the 
trouble of conjecturing who the girl laigltl he, but merely took her 
under our care at llie request of Lady Dowager Ellinoourt, who is 
a r*:laliun and very intimate frieud of my wife's.' 

' Lady Dowager Ellincourt 1' repealed Lord Soiuerlown, and bis 
lip quivered wilb slltled rage. ' If she be an ele»e of Lady Ellin- 
court's, there is every thing to be expected from her whicb intrigue 
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and artifice can accomplish. I morially b»le Ihal woman!' 
linued hi« lordtbip, koiUiiig bin brciw: 'and lliv babbling TdoI bev 



etself. 



Bui tliia lias iiulbing lo 
nu aware, colonel, of the 
lo ibis beggar's brat hti 



' I never yet supposed ber of 
ciurce of (utschief to any one; 
' llie wilcherjr of her beautj 
;irl is certainly a lovely crea- 

■' ¥ou do not mean lo in- 
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I even more iiiioletal 
iih tile business before us. Are 
miacbief your mistaken condesceiiaii 
occiflioned V 

'No, my lord,' leplird Col. Kois; 
consequence eiiougb lo become llie gi 
unlets, indeed,' added he, smiling, ' 
has enslaved your lordship. The g 
lurej' 

Lord Sumertowu'j eyes struck lire.^- 
sult me, colonel, 1 hope?' said he. 

' Simple badinagr, I assure your lordship,' replied ihe colonel, 
laying bis hand upon his heart ; ' but 1 beseech your lordship to 
inform me what crime poor Fanny has coramitt^d.' 

' la the lirst place she has formed an intimacy with Miss Stan- 
hope,' replied Lord Somertown, ' which I deem an intolerable de- 
gradaliun lo that young lady ; and, in Ihe next, acting with the 
consummate ari which those Inw pfople generally possess, she hat 
insinuiited herself into ihc favour of my balf-witled nephew, who, 
dazKled with the beauty you exlolled so highly, and bewitched by 
the artful blandishments of ihe sorceress, fancies himself despe> 
ralely in love with her; so much so, that forgetful of his engage* 
ments lo Miss Slanhope, and Ihe dignity of his own rank, be is at 
ibis moment planning a scheme lo run away wilh and marry this 
young adventuress. I have this information from the tnost unques> 
lionable authority, confirmed by my own observation.' 

Colonel Ross was thunderstruck when he heard Lord Some rtown 
declare that the Duke of Albemarle intended to marry Funny. Hi 
had observed Ihe duke's allentious lo the object of bis owu de- 
signs, but an idea of marriage bad never entered his imagination : 
the cold disdain which Ihe countenance of Fanny uniformly dis- 
played whenever the duke addressed her, in company, bad litrowD 
Colonel Ross off his guard, and lulled his fears to sleep. He 
seemed now to awaken to a sudden sense of his danger, and bis 
rage was tittle inferior to Lord Somerlowu's, 
darted through his mind. 
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'Consummate hypocrite!' exclaimed he, 'so young and ao 
BTlfuH The coolness with wbich she always appeared to treat 
the duke made me believe hia grace's oveitures were of a diffc 
rem nature.' 

* 1 rFJiiice,' said Lord Somerlown, ' that CoL Ross appears to 
see this xfiair in the same atrocious light that I do. Nothing, 
surely, is so uopardonable as when a low person, like that girl," 
takes advantage of the kindness aliowii her by persons of a sufie- 
, to steal into a noble family, and for ever tarnish the 
n^qiial a uuion. Gouil heavens I llie Duke of 
'Albemarle loftarry a fouodlingl a giil wiihaut a name !' 

' Horrid, indeed I' exclaimitd Col. Rosy, whose objections to llie 
union sprung Irom a very different cause to what Lord Somerlown 

' Vnur feelings, colone], are so consonant to mine upon (his sub- 
ject,' said his lordship, ' that I flatter myself you will not refuse 
your aid in prevfnting so fatal a termination of my hopes as this 
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' Youf lordship may command me,' replied Col. Ross : ' there is 
nothing that i would not do to prevent it.' 

Lord Souiertown shook the colonel by the hand — ' My good 
friend,' said his lordship, ' this read\ compliance exceeds my 
hopes, I will now lay aside all reserve, and you and 1 will pre- 
sently understand each other, I am sore.' 

Lord Somertown was ri^hl : Col. Kos; was Dot one of the scru- 
pulous sort, when he had any sell-gratilicalion in view ; and as 
Lord Somertnwn*s proposals all appeared calciilaletl to further his 
own wishes, he started no objeclioa to the diabuhcal scheme bis 
lordship laid before hiui. Wliat (hat scheme was will uppeal 
hereafter, for the conversation whs interrupted by the appearance 
of a servant, who announced the arrival of a visitor. 

' Mr. Hamilton,' said he, ' requests the favour of a few minutes' 
conference, sir,' said the servant, bowing: ' he is wailing in the 
breakfast room.' 

'Hamilton! Hamilton!' repeated the colonel, '1 dun'l know 
him ; why did'nt you say 1 was engaged ?' 

' I did, sir, hut he would not he denied. He said he knew yon 
were at home, because Lord Somertown's carriage was wailing at 
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tbedonr, and lie bwA liis lordship make an kppointrneni itiib 
you at the conceri Ust night.' 

* Oh,' said lUt colonel, ' iheD it tnuit be the rich Hamilton ; foi 
he was there last night, I was (old. Bui I Hoo't know him vtheti I 
lee him ; so whM he can want of me I cannot coocsivc." 

' Mr. Kamilton asked if Miss Tanny was at lionte, titst,' said iht 
servant; 'and when I told him she wuson a visit al Ihe Maiq<tls of 
Pelersfield's, he gave his name, and desifed to see you, air.' 

' Very well,' replied the colonel; '(ell ^f^. HHmitton I will vait 
upon him imtuediately.' ^ 

The seiiant withdrew. 

' I think we may make sonle useof this circumdlance,' said Lord 
Somertown. ' This is some tover of llial artful girl's.' 

• Perhaps so, indeed,' answered Col. Ross, reddening, for he 
hsted to bear of any lover for Fanny. ' Does your lordship know 
Mr. Hamilton t H.: seems to know you.' 

' That may be very possible,' replied Lord Somertown, aiistverfng 
(he colonel's la:tt observation ; ' many people kiioW tne, of whom I 
bave not the most distant knowledge. Tliis Hamilton is one of 
ihem. He may be a rich man, but he is certainly not a man of 
eotueguence ; for I never heard of him before.' 

Lord Somerlowu DOW ordered )iii chariot, and taking leave of 
the colonel, he said, ' Remember your promise, and comniaili! 
in what way you choose.' 

' Vour lordship need not fear,' answered his base asiociali,' 
aiD too much interested in the event to be lukewarm in the cause.' 

Lord SometlowD nodded assent, and proceeded to hit carriage. 
He re'iidity believed the coluneFs assertion ifiH lie va interciltd 
in the event, because he had promised liim a borovgh, for which 
honour he had long been sighing. 

Coloni'l Rosa wa3 a deep politician, and a strong purty man: 
there wasenough, therefore, in (he promise, to dM-aken his energy. 
But hii lordship knew not the most powerful stimulus to the base 
action be had undertaken ; he knew not that, urged by a brutal 
passion, which, according (0 the jargon of rjiodern depravity, he 
dignilied wilh the name of love, ibis pretended patriot was secretly 
tejoicing that an opportunity offered of uniting io the s«me cause 
hU ambition ant) his inclinatiini. 
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CHAPTER XVL 



A Proposal. 

When CoIodcI Ross eDtered the breakfast room, he was strack 
with ih(* noble appearance of the gentleman who was there waiting 
for him, and a faint recoliectioii of having once seen him before 
ttok across his mind as he paid his compliments to him. 

Mr. Hamilton appeared to be about forty years of age, or hardly 
so much, for there ^tr% traces of suffering on his countenance that 
seemed to tell a tale of sorrow rather than of years. His features 
were beaufiful, and the expression of hifl;h spirit that jsp^rkled in 
bis dark eye, was softened by the benevolence that mingled wit^ 
its vivid rays ; his brow was arched, and his nose a perfect aqui- 
line. His mouth, too, was calculated to inspire his beholders with 
oonfideuoe ; candour seemed to play upon his lips, and truth herself 
gave sanction to the sweet smile that adorned them, 1 have 
always thought that feature the most unerring index of the mind« 
Heaven has made it the organ by which we are intended to mak<^ 
oifr thoughts known toeacn other: and although the exalted gift is 
frequently perverted, the portals through which the speech must 
pass remain faithful to the purpose of the heart that suggests it. 
Never did the smile of artful blandishment, or constrained polite- 
ness, wear the guise of truth. The words that sound from the 
mouth may be false, but the curve that marks the lip at their de^ 
parture is true to the feeling that is either expressed or disguised 
bj their utterance. 

It was impossible to find a face formed with more faultless grac^ 
than Mr. Hamilton's; it displayed the perlection of manly beauty^ 
yet did the shades of deep melancholy sit on his pensive brow, and 
cloud his eye with sadness; but it was melancholy that spoke of 
resignation and fortitude, awakening sympathy allied to respect in 
ihe hearts of his beholders. 

The dignity with which he returned Colonel Ross's compliments 

6 R 
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■eemrd to be natural In liim ; and ibe ui'biinily of lib manners coa- 
viDced hit hosi that he oiust lie noble m well as rich, althonfil 
Lord Siimertown had priinouiiced Uim to be nobody, litcauseVH 
upoD Ihe list of his rigUl hoiiaiirable acquaintances. ^^| 

II niighi, perhaps, be the nobiliiy of nature, wbicb is, it muat'JV 
confessed, of more initinsic value than that conferred by hertii- 
tary lunk. Be that as il may, Ilie colonel fell so litile doubl of hit 
guest's claim to reipecl, that be began an elabomie apology for 
having kepi him wai>in<; so long. 

' It is / wlio aiii>bl to apiilogisie for my inlruaion, sir,' reptied 
Mr. Hamijion, wilh a benigiiatit smile ; ' but I Irusl, when you 
know the motive that induced me to tabe such a bberty, thsl you 
will be inclined lo forgive me for it.' 

The colonel bowed, and Mr. Hamilton proceeded ; — 

' Vou have a young lady under your protection, sir, for tirbom I 
feel an interest it will be as didieult for me to describe, as I alrcHdy 
find il to comprehend the cause of; unless, indeed, it be Ihe re- 
semblance site bears lo a dear friend of mine, long since numbered 
wiib the dead.' 

' Fanny hag powerful altraclicms,' said Col. Rosa, rather sarcasti- 
cally, ' ami I think I can understand the sort of interest she has 
excited in your heart, sir, without any far-felcbed ilhii^lralion of so 
common an event.' 

The blush of resentment mantled oa^r. Hamilton's cheek as he 
listened lo ibe colonel's illiberal remark. 

' Of Miss Fanny's attractions, cxcepliog Ihat powerful one of in- 
noceni sweetness that so peculiarly cbarucierizes lier ounienance, 
7 can have a very superficial knowledge,' said Mr. Hamilton, in- 
dignantly. * Your snspicions, sir, are premature. I am nut come 
here in the cbaracler of a lover; it is a title I disclaim. My heart 
is for ever shut againti the power of beauty ; my pastions are dead ; 
and philanthropy is the last surviving feeling of my soul. Miss 
Fanny's features awakened Ibe remembrance of a loi^-lnsi friend, 
and she became immediately an object of inexpressible Interest la 
me. I inquired who she was, and was informed that she is an 
orphan, and dependant on the bounty of strangers. Wbelher Ihit 
tale be true or not, I cannot tell ; and therefore came lo solicit 
the favour from you, sir, of further pailtculari concerniog the 
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jaung lady. If ]>oii will iDform me what ber oame is, and to what 
family »be is related, 1 shall coDsider Diftelf greatly your drbtnr, 
and will eadeavaur tn forgel llie loo busty judgmenl you rormcd 
of my intentions, whicb 1 now declare lo be as pure a3 parrnlal 
kindness can dictate. Thii young lady pleases me ; she is poor, 
■nd I am rich ; I aa> alone in ihe world, without a single cIhIiu 
upon me for the inheritance of the immense fortuiie I enjoy : what, 
therefore, cud I do more likely lo conduce lo my own happiness, 
than lo iDiure that of llila child of misfortune, by  • . 

' Marrying her, I suppose, air,' inlerrupted Colonel Ross, whose 
prediJecli'iu in favnur of Mr. Hamilton, at liis first entrance, was 
liuw converted into jealous liaired. 

' 1 aiD astonished,' exclaimed Mr. Hamillon, 'at your persisting 
in perverting mj meaning, sir. I tell you I am not a lover; and I 
beg you will attend i» what I say, and endeavmr to believe it.' 

' That would be an effi.rl above me,* replied the colonel. * I 
must confess, I am not so romantically given as very taailg lo be- 
lieve, that a sober, middle-aged gentlernan, like yourself, Mr. Ha- 
mition, wliaiever he may profess, would interest liimself about a 
pretty girl, like the one under my protection, for the mere philan- 
thropic graliticalion of disinterestedly providing for her. Under 
Ibis impression, I am constrained to tell you, sir, tliat your visits 
will be dispensed witli at this bouse. 

' You confess that you have no intention of marrying Fanny; 
and as no other overtures can be received by her guardians, all 
questions respecting ber from you, sir, will be deemed impeiti- 
nenl.* 

As Col. Ross spoke, he rose from his chair, and pulled the bell ; 
X servant appeared. 

' Mr. Hamilton's carriage,' said he. 

Mr. Hamilton rose indignantly, and darting a took of contempt 
at the colonel, ' I have stooped,' said he, ' to ask as a favour, 
what, perhaps. I ouglit rather to have demanded, as the champion 
of oppressed inuoceuce. I bnve marked you, Colonel Hoss ; and 
I warn you to beware what you do. We seldom suspect sinister 
designs in others, uuless we have cberisbed them ourselves.' 
vTbe application is good in your own case, sir,' said the colo- 
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nel, anil turned od bis bcel; Tur there 
Hamilton's eye tbai ditconcerletl him. 

Mr. HiiEuillnn now niilitlitw; uudus he stepped iiilohis chariot, 
bif vomcit lo devote himself to the prelection of ihe defenceless 
Fanny, Some liiols tbal bad reauhed his ear iu the course of bis 
inquiries respecting her, had awakened suspicinns which were now 
L'oiifirmed by the colonel's beiiavioiir. 

As Boon »!• Mr HHmillon was gone, Colonel Bobs returned lo 
his itudy, in order I'l tbink over, wilbnnl Ihe probability of an in- 
terruption, the best means thai eoubl bi devised to prevent Faun; 
from being informed of Mr. Hamiltoji's designs. 

The colonel did not enleriain a douUi that a marriage was her 
new friend's ulti'nale view, although, in the beginning of the ittfdir, 
lie cbuse to assume a more disinieresled cbaracier. Of ibat bi 
volence that delights in making oihers happy, without one 
view in the action. Colonel Ross knew nothing ; the feeli 
bis heart, if be had any, bad been either stifled in tfaeir ii 
or called forth only for aellish, sensual eu joymeuts. 

He was the younger brother of an earl, and provided for by his 
father, aa younger brothers generally are in noble faiitilies. The 
meanness allied to cunning, imtural to hii disposilioin, had easily 
taught hint to win upoo hU elder brother's heart by llie blandish- 
ment of adulation, and servile submission to his will. The artifice 
bad succeeded, and Lord Ballafyn bad rewarded iiii complaisant 
brother with a commission and a pretty estate, to support the dig- 
nity of the family, in addition to what his father had left hitn. 
His marriage with Lady Maria Treat bam bad increased his fortune, 
as she bad lltirly thousand pounds more than ber sisters, wti^ 
had beeu bequeathed her by her maternal grandfather. But^H 
me, when was the sordid mind satisfied} ^M 

Colonel Ross was avaricious, and extremely proud : it ttai 'i^M 
cull to reconcile Ihe opposite propensities of these feelings, aft^| 
demands of bis pride were severe taxes upon bis meanness. '^H 
opporiunity now offered of gratifying all his evil tendencies, ^^M 
be felt llie impulse irresistible. ^H 

Should Mr. Hamilton's generous intentions be onde knoit>^^| 
ipecling Fanny, it might prevent the execution of his sdheme, ^H 
disappoint bis hopes of realizing both riches and powef^ )>)^| 
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very ict <hBl would give bim lite uointernipted poasession of ihe 
girl lie had Inng secretly bi^lied for. 

Calond Robs liad a hearf T^rmeil for inlr igiie ; be was not, ihere- 
fote, looQ in hh delibi-ralions; but decided withy pri'mptiludefur 
which lie had often been praised by bis partners in iniquity. 

Aa soon as he saw Iiis amiable ludy, he infiitmril tier of Mr. 
Mainiltoti's visit, but di.vguined tlie tnnlivea »f U under the most 
during ^Uehooij. He represented that [;<?nTlemiinS ap|ilii;.i1ion to 
himsel' as Hie nefarious iriclt of an ahnndonerf seducer, who, 
pleasrd witli the pretty fnce of an innocent inexiierienced girl, 
wished to ensnare lier by a pretended show of friendship. 

' He did not dare to avow bis diabolical designs,' said Ihe colo- 
nel,  became he feared I should ^icV him out of my house: but 
after having offered to provide lor ihc girl, out of the ample foriuae 
hr possesses, he had the effrontery lu own, when pressed upon by 
my questions, that he liad no Iboughlt i>f luarrjing lier.' 

' Oooil heavens !' exelaimcd Lady Maria, ' can it be possible 
thai any one can be so depraved t But how did you 1iea( such a 
shocking breach of decency?' 

' I was greatly incensed,' replied the eolonel, 'and after forbid- 
ding btin the house, I rang the bell, «nd called lor bis carriage.' 

' Charming,' said Lady Maria; ' and what did he say to ihul V 
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field's. This Is a dangerc 

DiaD I ever saw, and e<ttre 

Ihe bloom of youth, be may I 

perieoced Fanny. I really (hi 

Ihe country for a little while. Should you 

visiting Pemberton Abbey for a tew weeks ?' 

' Ob, no, I should like it of all Ihiogs, if you think it necessary,' 
said Lady Maria. 

 It is neoessary, you may be sure,' replied the colonel. ' Ha- 
niilton will leave no artiliue untried t<> enrrap her, you may depend 
upon that; and the poor girl will be lost before we ate aware of 
iigos. Bui you must not let Fanny suppose we leave towa 
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e but it will make lier i 



on her iccounl. or it ia aa hundred 1 
willing to go.' 

'Indt^ed,' said Lady Maria, ';ou are mislxkeii ; lam «ure that 
reason wuuld make Iter go more readily. Vou liav« nuw ularnied 
me ai> truly that I shall he as much ou ilii; watcb at you ne. 

' Fauny is very beautiful ; and if aucli a niau at Mr. Huniillon 
can forui such designs against her, what has she not lo fear fron 
those of less sober habits, who openly profess to admire her V 

' It is impossible lo calculair,' said the colouel ; ' aud Iberefoie 
(be sooner she goes iota ibe counlrii the better.' 
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When Lady Maria met Fanny, in the course of Ihat day, she 
meolioned the circumstances of Mr. Hamilton's visit, and her onn 
and Colonel Ross's alarm upon the subject, adding that it was Ihdi 



decided opinion that hei 
moval into the cnuntry. 
good-natured but weak' 
not object to go.' ' 1 ha 
said Fanny, laughing, 
so doing on Mr, Hamill< 
aull my own inclinatioi 
wish to dy from, 
that I feel 10 lo 



safety depended upon her immediate re- 
' I will accompany you, Fanny,' said the 
linded Lady Maria ; ' for surely you can- 
e not the least ubjeclion lo leaving town,* 
but really cannal see any necessity far 
j'f account. I am sure, were I lo con- 
he is one of the last persons I sbooM 
There is sotueiliiag so fascinaiiog in his 
without knowing htm: his voice is persiu 



ilse]fi I could listen to it forever.' 

'Upon my honour, you astonish and frighten me,' said Larfj 
Maria: ' this must be a most dangerous man indeed. Why, my 
dear Faanyi you bare seen him only once, and he hai abaolu 
turned your head.' 
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* ' ^"S ^*""' la<ly$hip's pardon,' replied Funny, ' I have seen Mr> 
Hsinillun twice; for he is ihe very gentleman who tesoued me from 
rhe iinperlinence of tiie man in Hjde Park. I recollected his voice 
Die iiisiant he spoke last night ; it seemed lo thrill through my very 
lieirt.' 

^t cojid nol be ibe same person, my dear,' answered Lady 
Maria, ' or Colonel Ro9s would liave remeiiiliered Ijim : for yon 
know he suw him.' ' I know he did,' rejuined Fanny ; ' but, per- 
haps, he did not (nake such a strong impr«ssign upon the coloael's 
memory as he did u))on mine: it ia imyosiibU Ibat I should ner 

' Well, upon my honour, Fanny, you talk so sti^n^ely, I cannot 
tell wiial to ni»ke of you ; to fall in lov« with a stranger, aud then 
speak abfitil ii aa iiticoucemedly as if there were nothing in it, is so 
unlike ynur natural character, thai 1 really da not know my friend 
Fanny in the picture.' 

' 1 know very little about love,' replied Fanny, naivelg ; * but I 
do not tliiiik what I feel for Mr Hamilton is what is generally UD- 
dersluod by the term falling in love. I cuannl be ^aid to love a 
person that I do not know. 1 am uii acquainted with a single virtue 
liial may adorn Mr. Hamilton; I am equally ignorant whether bis 
cbaracier is not tarnished by some vice thai would disgust me 
were it known to me. Esteem is, therefore, impossible ; and love, 
in my heart, cannot exist without it ; yet am 1 irre^lilildy diawn 
as it were by a secret instinct, which I can nrii her account fur nor 
dcBcribf, to ftel inieresttd for thin gentleman beyond what 1 ever 
befurt! experienced for any raorlal.' 

' Depend upon it, my dear/ said Lady Maria, ' this man has 
used 3i>me inifiiii means lo engage ynur affections. I have heard 
there are charms that will take such effect as to render it impossible 
lo escape tlirir witchcraft, and your description of your unaccount- 
■bte partiality for Mr. Hamilton conviuies me that you are uuder 
Ihfi influenue of some demoiuau conjuraiion.' 

'Surely, my dear Lady Maria,' said Fanny, 'you cannot be 
weak enough to believe in witclicrufi? I cannot help laughing at 
such a preposterous idea.' 

' Vou may laugh, it you please,' answered Lady Maria ; ' but I 
•b»U lose no time in taking you out of town. I vow I shall expect 
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la sei> fou cairifd a»i> in a wliirlwlod, orcoiivcuud up the eliim 
my, if you remnin niihm llie circle nf Un» Tile necioniMiiccr «^ 
loogi-r.' 

' Ni«, m)' ctear rrieiiH.' replied Funny, ' if suub be indved J 
crei-rl, a »ini>v-il iiil» llie cduuI'V will Hvai) me l)ut littk : 
ID powerful CHti lurelv lititl lue in ilie idhii »vqiie*lrred telM 
BD) NevettbcleiH re«it_v lu accuui|t»ii> juur lady«bip ftt \bvt 
notice.' 

When Mi«»Siiin|inpe was infiiriiied of La')} Msria'studdei 
termiiiulinu Ic qmi L'liiiluii, lui'l like Faouy witti liir, alie ex|' 
llie niDSl vjulfiii discontent, ll was ini|>(issiliji> any tuuger 1i 
on ibe cliot Ihai hiiil hillirrto pmtitd llie duke, fur he Imil u 
Ihsn once enlefruiiied doubli ui ta. the peiteci Irutli of (lie ttor; 
«rbicb heal liixt iuipljcilly believvd. 

' Wbat C4D be llie meaning of tlii) unHccoiiiilable wbiutf Hid 
Ihitl .\oung Udy to Funny : ' is Lady Maria ligbl-lieaded 1 or bat 
the guImui-I »ome iolri^ue upon his Irduds, that be canatil carry on 
ao well while his wife is in (own ? for I imagiae he h not lu miike 
one in this Quixotic expedition.' 

' 1 really do mil know,' answerail Fanny, ' fur nothing has been 
explained to me, excepting uhai i have told you, ibal Col, Ron 
h»» taken it in his bead that Mr. llacnilton is u conjuror, and thai 
I ahall be .conveyed lu mine enchanted cnstle by a touch I'f his 
wand, unless 1 tiiii immediaiely removed into Uie country. Lady 
le opinion, and the result is, 1 muilgo 
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' A riddle you cannot comprehend yet,' 'replied Miss Stsnl 
' but I lell you it shall be esiilained to you in lUe eveuiugr 
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Diing, however, I nill Ull ;ou: on ihe acramplishinpal of the 
scbeine comprUed in ihnt riddle depciidB my fuiure happiness.' 
^^^n^iiy in vain enlretiled Miss Sletihope to explain bersrlfmore 
^^^Mi »)ie would not do il. 

^^^^■Uiere is il ihey ire going in take ynu to, Fnnny Y said she, not 
E ^Hvg t')^ C|ueslians which hud jusi been naked tier. 

• Into Yorkiliire,' replied her friend. *Lady Ellincnufl gave 
Colonel Ross and Lady Maria permission to make use of her seat 
ibere, wlienever they found it agreeable; and I assure you 1 shall 
feel great pleasure in revititiog a place where I have spent so many 
happy lUya.' 

' Why, Pemberton Abbey is an odd plate to tnke you to if lliey 
are afraid of Mr. Hamilton. He has a large eatate that joius Lady 
EllincouTl's, which, you Know, together with the mausioii, was pur- 
chated of the gentleman who left (he fortune to the conjuror, as 
your wice ones call Mr, Hamilton. Apropos, you say he was your 
champion in Hyde Park, whrn you were attacked by the Dragon 
of Wanlley. Do you think him handsome 7' 

' The handsomest man 1 ever saw,' answered Fanny. 

' Hush, my dear ; you forget you have seen the Duke of Alhe- 
marle. You surely do not think Mr. Hamillun to be compared 
wilii the duke.' 

' I don't expect j/ou should iliiiik so,' replied Fanny; ' but you 
may allow me to prefer Mr. Haniillon to the duke.' 

'Prefer him! Why, certainty, you do nut like Mr. Hamilton 
best. I shall believe in the conjuration scheme if you say yes/ 
inlerrnpled Miss Stanhope. 

'Nay, 83 to liking either,' answered Fanny, ' I am not wel' 
enough ac(|uainled with tliem to warrant such an expression ; but 
1 certainly know which interests me most.' 

'And pray let us hear who that happy creature is,' said Amelia. 

' Mr. Hamilton beyond all compsrisun,' rejoined Fanny; 'and 
yet 1 know not why it is bo.' 

'Sorcery and witchcraft I' exclaimed .Ameh'a. ' Lady Maria is 
right I Why, my dear, he is an old man compared jo ybd.' Fojil- 
heaven's sake don't fall iu love with aa old mau.' . ' 

 I am not in love,' answered Fanny, pettishly ; ' I hale that word. 
I tell you, Amelia, 1 would not marry Mir. HamiltOQ if he wers the 
emperor of the world.' 
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' Mnrry liini, indeed! No, I hope jnu wctuld not Ihink oE «■>• 
lying a man who is old enougli la be youi faUier.' , 

'Myfalharl' vjacuUled pHDuy ; ' sweet words! Uaw daemn; 
orphan heart pani lo liail Ihat honoured name I Ob, ibu I lwd« 
father ! thai Mr, llamillon were my father 1' 

 Now, ihut's a good gii).' said Miss Stanhope, ' ihat'ai 
Icol ihouglit. 1 daie my Mr. HtM*Hnn is your fathe 
accniinls for Ibe wonderfid gyat{iaitiy between you. Yimi ■K'_ll_ 
fouiidlini;. you know.' 

' Bui Mr. HamillDu U % Crealf, ■« b« null' aaid Fianj^i 
caught eagrrly at llie sutrgeation so lightly made by ber giddy frwali - 
' Mr. Hamiltoii is a Gtmif, md never was in England till now.' 

' Oh, nevermiud that,' rejoined Amelia, ' intonaistenciea are n»- 
tiling in a novel. You wer« s«nl over in a hamper to be educated 
in England; and then he forgul to inquire wher« ttiey had plactd 
}0», and so you came to be lost.' 

Fanny's countenance fell when she perceived, by this spe«eb> 
that Miss Stanhope bid nu serious idea of the probabiiilj she had 
luggealed. 'Alas!' thought she, ' Amelia is surrounded by alHa- 
ence, and feels not, as I do, the tnortil'ting circumstaiice of de- 
pendance. She is an orphan, hut nntsn indigeut one. It is nof, 
however, Mr. [lamillan's riches t sigh fur ; the sacred tilt* of father 
would be equally dear t<^ my Ueurt, were it aceompanied by poverty. 
To be hailed by the endearing name of child — lo be pressed lathe 
paternal busoni of a virtuoits parent, aiul fiud, wiihio the circle of 
B father's arms, a safe asylum from the pers«cuitona of a crod 
world— this is what 1 wish for; and gladly would I embrace ob- 
scurity and indigence, were those the terms on which alone I coultl 
obtain that foudly wished-t'or bkawngl' 

' I dare say it would be mighty pathelie,' aaid Amelia, 'if ntte 
«oiild read all that is passing iu that serious head, just now. But 
chaer up, child ; the naughty conjurors shall not hava yourimr the 
anii-coujurors either, for I mean lo diB|>ose of jor myaelf in Lfae 
prettiest way imaginable. Your romaolic story shall havn auch  
chsrntiug termination, that all the booksellers sbail be giving it to 
riters for a subjeui. I intend wriiiiig a poeok upanit 
iuys«lf. 1 shall choose Scott's style ; that irregular metre wsJIJ 
my Whimsical fancy eaacily.' 
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• * U is a happy Ihiag*' said Panaj^ miih a sigh, * that you have 
got tne for a butt/ 

' Nay, my dear/ said Miss Stanhope, * it wtU be yewr t«rii soon ; 
and then, if you douU make a butt of me it wHl be your omn fault. 

«ere is the first bell ; nvsfce haste to your toilet; and if you 
of Thomson's opinion on the suh^eot of unadorned bea4ity, 
^ ourself as killing as passiUe. Yeor good looks wiU aoi t^ 
^tasted/ 
' Who is eoadlQf to dine here V asked Faaoy. 
^ Several gentlemen, and perA^ips Mr. Hamilton/ 
' PhoT ericd Fanny, * yoii on^y say that to tease ne/ 
'Upon ny honour I should not be surprised if he were,' replied 
Miss Stanhope; ' for I heard Lord Cbeviotdale praising Mr. Ha-' 
nllton to the marquis ; and the latter said he would get acquainted 
with him. And should that be the case, I will ask him lo give you 
away when you are married, and then he will be your father.' 
- * Giddy girlP exebined Fanny, as she left thie room. ' Will 
tbere ever eome a time tliat you will be serious l' 
' ' Qfay yes, iny dear; when J am married.' 



CHAPTER XVni. 



A Dikmnw, 

WflB« Famiy entered the dining parlour, the company were 
juat sealing theanelvtes; for her long conversation with Amelia had 
SBlKiehcur too late at tier toilet. 

The Diike of' Albemarle took her band as the approaefaed the 
tiible, and led her to the chair next Miss Stanhope's, and immedi- 
ately aeated himself beside htt. 

* Your lovely friend/ said bis grace, addressing Fanny iii aftow 
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voice, ' lias given me permission to assume the cbaracler nf y 
Ciee*beo, Tell me, madam, has lliat grunt your sanclio 

'It is an honour lo which I am b> no meant eniiiled,* replfl 
FiiiDy, blushing excessively. 

' It will cnnrer un honour upon me,' rejoined the duke, 
biglily valueil Ihan any other can be. Say then, lovely Mii'. 
hope, that you do not forbid Ibe presumpliun.' 

' Vour grace mistakes ihe person you ate speaking lo,' r^plifd 
Fanny, ' and you render my situation diBtressing beyond exprei- 

* Heaven forbid !' exclaimed the duke. * I will be silrnl now; 
but (he moment approaches which muil dissipate ibis cloud of 
error.' 

The whole of this conversation had passed in a whisper, and un- 
heard by tlie surrounding guests ; but the duke's marked alteniion 
to Fanny had not passed unnoticed by several ladies who sat near 
llie marchioness, atid wlio observed, ' that it really was too liad lo 
hegin^irling before marriage, close to his biide's elbow too. Bui, 
no doubt, lhe/o>*irai'^n«H of theg'iW was the cause of such strange 
fcebaviour.' Poor Fiinny, in Ihe mean time, sat the very picture 
of confusion and embarrassment, totally at a loss lo understand 
the duke's enigmatical address to her. 

She waited Ihe moment of withdrawing from table, with an iai> 
patience so painfully exquisite, that she could nut command pre- 
sence of mind enough to reply collectively to Ihe lillle nothings 
which were said to her by the ephemera about her. 

Miss Stanhope, with her usual giddiness, enjnyed tier confusion, 
and added considerably to il, by remarking lo the duke, ' ibal she 
really believed he was an arrant thief.' 

' A thief!' re-echoed his grace ; ' pray, ma'am, explain yourself.' 

* Nay, appcamnces are strong against your grace, I assure you. 
Fanny was in full possession ur all her faculties about ten minutes 
before she entered this room, and it is plain she has lost her recol- 
lection, aud the use of her tongue, since she sat by you; whaf, 
therefore, can be inferred, but that you have stole ihem Y 

Before Ibe duke could reply to this mad speech the marcliioncti 
rose to quit Ihe table, and Fanny was released Uoia iie 
foftable siluulion. 
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On retiring to (he drawing-roora, Miia Statihrtpe reminded 
Fanny of Iier engagemenl. 

' Come,' said sbe, offering her arm, ' you know we ha« an ex- 
planation. I thought you would be dying Tor il. 1 did not expect 

^^flht obliged to remind you of it.' 

^^^Bndeed,' replied Fanny, ' you talk to me in such a wild strata, 

^^Pfe I place no Gon6dence in any thing you say.' 

I A^'Thank you, my dear, you are vastly polite, I hiubI con rets ; 
nevertheless I excuse you, because I can feel for you just now; 
there does appear a mystery, certainly.' 

By ihii time tliey liad reached Miss Stanhope's dressing-raom, 
vthich had been fitted np fur the reception of lier morning visitors, 
and vaa an elegant apartment on the first floor, wiih folding doors 
that opened upon a terrace in the gardens of Peler^field Houge. 
The weather being warm, these doors were thrown open, and 
Amelix scaled herself upon a sofa llmt stooi) on the outside, and 
placing Fanny beside her, began her promised explanation in the 
following words ; 

' I know,' said she, ' what you w 
have played you : but as I lose a bvi 
it, I think you have not much can 
place, then, 1 must tell you, that 1 i] 
marrying the Duk.- of Albcnia 
(he alliance talked of, end ihat i 



lay to me for the prank I 
and you gain a coronet by 
ti> be angry. In (he (iril 
'er could endure the idea of 
; from ihetirst lime I ever heard 
) as long ago as I can remember 
any thing. An antipathy so deeply rooted, and of such long stand* 
ing, is not easily conquered ; and I have always been beating my 
brains to imagine some quaint device to get rid of ihe malch, and 
yel preserve my fortune, which I had always been told must be the 
forfeit of my refusal of the duke's hand. My imnginalion was not, 
however, sufficiently fertile to supply any scheme that appeared 
practicable, unlil the lucky hi>UT in which your accident introduced 
you to my intended husband. He saw and ailmircd you, and I 
waa sutficiently citai-sighied to penetrate the secret in an in- 
stant ; and with the ability of a skilful general, I lust no lime iu 
arranging my plan of attack, and so scieutilically did I manceuvre. 
that I made you both prisoners without your even suspecting an 
ambush. I should feel more vain of my skill in tactics if it were not 
for this one iccollection ; I biilieve my nils bad been sharpened u 
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lillle while berore, by  discovery Ihat rnarle prompt tncasures in- 
dispeDsiilik. I had found out lliat I nol only deletred the idea of 
marrying ibe duke, but tlial there waa a betug in e;iisl«Dcc for 
whom I Telt bo sucb aniipaihy, and whose wife 1 bad /atber bt 
than the empress of the mntlerii Alexauder bimielf. My fortuM 
was now become of f,'(eater value in my eyes, because I ibaught It 
would be acceptable to the man of my choice; and I determiDed, 
if poisible, to make ihc duke the tranagreisor, a|id thus iasi 
llie possess ion of it in him. 

' The scheme succeeded beyond my expectalions ; more, 
tieve, owiag to Ihe love-Huk ttliodness of the duke tbau any 
ingenuity of miue. I kuow the world well enough, inespericDeed 
85 I am, to feel sure that my furtiioe atid the engagement that 
seemed to esial between Ihe Duke of Alhemmle and myself, would 
act as powerful checks to the encouragement of a mere roiuantic 
passion conceived in the warmth of youthful tflervesceoce. That 
ihe duke should admire jou, nay, absolutfly love you, I knew 
la be both possible and even likely to happen; but that he should 
fly in the face of prudence, and dekroiine to fight the Son of 
Grunibo his uucle, to obtain you, I thought rather to be wished 
Ihan attained. I therefore laid a trap for his prudence, and baited 
it with a savoury scrap of plausibility, and had soon ihe unspeak- 
able satisfaction of seeing my silly mouse caug'^t, beyond the pos- 
sibility of an escape. I made up a serious face, the tir>t time we 
met after Ihe accident, and assured him wilh a great ahow of truth 
that you were Misa Slanhupe, and that you bad prevailed upon me 
Id assume your name and character, under Ihe romantic hope of 
oblaiaing his grace's aHcctionj fur ihe sake of pure m^rit and dis' 
interested love. I addeil, that Lord Somerto\tD was a parly in tht 
trick, and that nothing would please his uncle so well as to set 
him lake notice of the real heitess, in her disguise, allhou»li liis 
ftutward carriage would imply resentment. Perhaps, had lbs 
duke been less enamoured, he would have been nioreclear*3igbled j 
be that as it may. he was caught by tlie arli^ce, and believed 
every thing I said. Your bring here, on a visit, favoured the de- 
ceit; and the consequence h, that the poor swain is too far gone 
in the lender passion to recede, altbough lie is iufornied thai he lias 
tn explannliuu ip upect, that will place the dbinleresieduess of 
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issue. W< iliaU Me iiow he will bebave, wbea I 
(rick. If be continues faiihfiil, I sliuU eateen 
, 1 sltall dtspi&e, and will take care to be even 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Astonhhmenl. 



JLou bave elunilated a va-j%Xexy' said FURiiy, *tbat baa tor- 
mented roe a long linor; but I cannol say you Iiav« iloue it in a 
sati»raciory manner. Vour aili6ce can answer no purpose whaU 
ever but In e\as|)erBle your guardians, disgust ibe duke, und ren- 
dcr me ridiculous, or even more tban ridiculous ; for it will be 
lupposed tlial / bad some part iu the plot : and real assured, if 
lh:it be ihecase, it will make me more wretched than any other 
circurasUnce pos^jihly could.' 

'Never fear, my ilearFauny,' replied Miss Stanhope, ' the duke 
is too fur gone to Ihin^ about prudence now. 1 have watched 
him ; and I am aure he would as soon part with bis life as with the 
hope ofmBrryins you. As I said before, had he known who you 
were al fir^l, he might have coniulled prudence, and avoided the 
society of a person so dangerous to liis peace; but now il is too 
late. He has had frequent opportunities of observing thai your 
beauty is the least part of your powers of pleasing ; and he has ex- 
pressed himself to nie in rapturous terms of those meutal charms 
that are to form The happiness of his future life, when he is united 
to " the most lovely of women." Those are his own wurds.^ 
When people have imagined the duke was making love to me, he 
was entertaining me wirh^ow pruiscs, liiile mAdam. Am I not a 
good gitf to listen to them without envy 1 and tram the mouth of a 
Ittvertoo!' 

' Vou have done mean irreparable injury/ replied Fanny, ' by 



™"1l 



140 FATHERLESS FANNY; OR. 

makiog me act a part in (his (tianiB, allbotigh willioul my concl 
reoce.' 

' Hone BO T' a^ked Miss Slaiilinpe : ' surely it is no injiirjr to lay 
a plan for talking jou a dulclieiit !' 

' You do nol tliink becoming tlie Dutchess of Albemarle com- 
prises iDUcb happiness,' said Fanny, ' or you would nol rpjeclthe 
offer yourself.' 

* You are pleased to be sharp upon me/ answered her friend ; 
* but you ought to recollect, my dear, that / don't like (he duke.' 

* Neither do I," rejoined Fanny. ' By your own confession, you 
acknowledge that had his grace known ue to be the porlionteis 
creature I aro, \tii prudence would have laughl biin to avoid me; 
and yet you suppose me meun eiiougli to take advanUse of the ill' 
fatuation of his senses, wliicii, by the by, I do not believe 
become a dutubess ai the expense of my delicacy.' 

' Your billy scruples about delicacy and nonsense will ru 
thing,' taid Miss Slaniiope, in ati angry tone. ' These bigh-flown 
romaniic notions do very well in the heroine of a novel, but posi- 
tively they have not common sense in the sliaight forward every- 
day occurrences of lite. Surely lo a girl who has no depend' 
but on the bounty of her fricndi, tlie opportunity of tnarryiog. 
advantageously ought not to be slighted.' 

' Your ideas and mine are very differeut upon Ibis subject/ re- 
plied Fanny, indignantly. ' Nttlhing ought to be considered ad- 
vaulageous to a uoman that militates against her delicacy ; and 
poor aud dependant as I am, I would nol abate one single graiu of 
that nice feeliug to become an emj/reaa. These are my senti- 
meuls ; and J trust, now you know tliem, you will at leas) res| 
me so far as to fufbear mentioning llie subject lo me any more, 

' I have done/ replied Mi«s Stanhope, laughing; ' bt 
comes one lo whom the inlerdicliou does not extend, I hope. 

As she spoke the Duke df Albemarle enlered from the garden. 

' I am punctual,' said he, looking at bis waich, and addressing 
Miss Stanhope. ' Tell me, my charming friend, that 1 am vrei- 
come.' 

'Tome most welcome/ replied she, ' but for that young lad j, 
(poinling lo Fanny,) I cannot auswcr so well as 1 flattered myi 
I coidd.' 
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' The villi of I be Duke of Albenmrle'lo Miss Slaubofieeanwant 
no concurreDce of mine,' iajd Fanny ; ' I wili ihexef'Ote rtilire.' 

Tbc duke si-iied br>th Faiinji'a hnnda aa ilie rose {rum litr chair, 
and made a motion lu go, 

' No, i»} bravens !' said be, ' I bave sulleted suspiMise ,ti>o long ; 
^u Bhall iiot now leave m^, lovd<r incomprthenBible, uulil aa i-x- 
plHiiation bas iHheii \i\aw between as.' 

' Tbal is rigbl,' said iVIi»s S<ttiiiiiope ; 'sde baa forliiddcD me lo 
speak (o Jkt agaia upuii ibe BuJiJeul, bui your grace is a privileged 
pert on.' 

' Would lo J»eaB«n I were so I' rejuiiied Ibe duke. 

' Your grace requires an «xplaiuii>aR'Ofo>e,' laid Fannv, bituh' 
iog, ' wbilst 1 am unconscious bow it ia possible that I should have 
one lo give you. There has been milhing niyalerioua in any part 
of my conduct since I have bad llie honour of beiog known lo your 
grace.' 

' Good heavens!' exclaimed the dulie, turning lo Miss Stanhope, 
 what can lliJs mean?' 

* In pily loyou boih,' replied ihal giddy girl, • I will do more 
than tbc laws of the land require of any body, i. e. I will accuse 
myself.' She Ihen recapitulated the p.irliculars relating lo her 
plot, already known; adding, with a langh, ' Like all oiher buiy- 
bodies, I have got myself inio the worst scrape afler all, and am 
likely lo be thanked by nobody at la»t ; for if your grace be but as 
angry with me as my friend Fanny, 1 have made a blessed pieoe of 
work of it indeed!' 

' I must express my concern,' said the duke, ' ihat Miss Stan- 
hope should have so far mistaken my character, as lo suppose any 
deceit necessary to induce me to act towards lier with the libe- 
rality she is so justly entitled lo. Had I been aware of your pf't, 
it would have saved me much pain, as I should not have l»ld my 
uncle ihal Miss Stanhope ivas the choice of my heart, and itie ar- 
bilress of my happiness.— This lady," lutning fo Fanny, ' lias 
oiade it impossible for me to offer (o any other woman the heart 
which is hers alone, and which, henceforward, depends fur happi- 
ness upon her acceptance, or refusal of its devotion. But you, 
Miss Stanhope, who know Lord Somertown so well, must b« aware 
bow difficult you hare rendered the task of breaking to bim a clr- 
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^^^^fticums lance so opposite to Itis viewi aii<l wialies, and of wliicb 
^^^^P h»s not the most dislanl suspicion.' 

^^^F ' Ou my accouDi, my lord,' said Ftuiny, ' I Irusi you will aal 
^^H incur any displeasure from your uncle, Mnue, however highly ho- 
^^f nuured by your grace's notice, 1 am so circumstanced ibat it is 
I utterly impossible Cof me lo listen to ynur aJdjesses. My presence 

I here i) no longer necessary, as the mystery of which you com- 

plained bus bvcQ unravelled ; and if you enleriaioed any doubt of 
i-my aenlimenls, 1 Irusl ihey are for ever removed.' So saying, 
[ withoiil giving the duke liiue (o answer her, and before Miss Stsn- 
 bope was aware of her iuleiilions, Fanoy d«r[ed out of ihe room, 
, and left her two auditors in a frame of mind not very agreeable lo 
Ihemsolves. 



CHAPTER XX. 



Reparation . 

' What an unaccountable creature that girl is !' exclaimed Misn 
Stanhope, aj Fanny left the room. ' Who would have supposed  
dependant creature like her possessed such a lofty spirit Y 

* I should,' replied Ihedukc; ' aud if you had thought me « 
tby of yonr confidence. Miss Stanhope, 1 would have shown j 
the fallacy of such an eiiperiroeut with a girl like Funny. Goc 
beaveni! Ihal I should only be made acquainted with her worth^ 
to lament the impossibility of possessing her. ' You have ruined 
me, Amelia : fur ever destroyed my peace of mind, and exposed 
me lo the vindictive spirit nf Lord Somertown, without obtaining 
advantage yourwlf. Had you candidly told me, at our first 
meeting, that you were averse to the alliance, I should not have 
led my uncle into the error Ihat will render his wratfa a thousand 
times mure tierce when he finds that he has been deceived. And 
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who knows 1 perhaps the lovely and ianocent object of my affection 
may be the sacrifice first imniulalei] npon tlie uliar of revt-nge, — 
Alas ! 1 know my uncle too well <o trust liim with the fxtiil scureT, 
unless I were willing to devote tlie lovely Fanny to llie dire con- 
setjucnces of his resentment." 

' Upon my lionqjir, you frighten me,' said Miss Slanhope, tiirn- 
in^F pale ; ' what a marplot I am ! I will never attempt schcmiiig 
■gain. Well, I will do all I can lo repair the injury ; the secret 
rnust be faithfully kept, and trust to me for the denouemtnt. It 
shall he a happy one ; thai is, unless Fanny be perverse.' 

'Forgive me,' said the duke, ' but you have shovin yourself so 
unskilful at plotting, that I do not like to trust you without know- 
ing what your inlentioas are; for if the secret be kepi, and every 
tiling go on as usual, I see no possibility of avoiding the worst of 
all denouements — our ill starred nuptials.' 

* Well, to be sure, you are the politest creature that ever lived. 
lo iell B hdy to her face that the worst thing that could betal you 
would be to marry her ; but I must take it for my pains, for I have 
deserved it; so now I wilt retaliate, thai Is I he only saiisfaciion left 
me. There cannol exist a greater antipathy on ynur side to the 
alliance than that cherished in my hrarl, an antipathy which is 
strengthened and increased h) an allachiuent to another person. 
It w;i> llie hnpe of making you the aggressor, in breaking off the 
treaty of marriage, that led me lo the slraiagem which has so con». 
pletely failed ; as thereby I hoped lo escape the penally attached 
to the delinquency, not thai I intended to take the forfeit-money 
from jou, but merely tn save my own. This mercenary view in- 
duced me to quit the path of truth, and wander in the trackless 
maze of cunning ; but now I renounce the paltry scheme, and re- 
gardless of fortune, or any other consideration, have resolved to 
make reparation fur the error 1 have cunimiiied ; leave it therefore 
lo me, and fearlessly pursue your accustomed attention ; and pro- 
ceed with the preparaiiiins for our expected nuptials, / will lake 
care to render them impossible. And lo free you from llie shadow 
of blame, I will not tell you my plan, because I have set my heait 
upon a surprise ; but 1 repeal, you may safely trust me. 1 am now 

I ding in the plain open path of generosity, of honour, and can 
with truth, that I am now en pags de connoissance ; it was only 
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in the region of cunaiag thai I luil mjiaFtf, Tim- Ihert I 

' I tat'// tru»t you,' said ihe Huke, ' allliough ynn have sa erariljf 
milled mr, for it is iiaposMMp to ilnubl Ihr uamlirf ule jaw tell ]- 
but reiDvraber, t will noi di^liooour my oame, uur be stifimalizefl' 
wilhlheiroputalion df HighanouTkbk ifraliDtf ; therefore, if I follavr 
your direuiioits, and go on willi the apptaranct of a courtship, 
our marriage is iaevilablr, unleai^ou |tr<^vi'nt it; for /win not act 
like a Kconnclrel, ibougli dealk were ifaa uliernativ«! 

' Tear me noi,' amu'ered Amelia ; ' here is lay hand as a p1edg« 
of my Adclily. I will out foil you. Bui kst the sltghlest idea of 
colliiiiun »honld allacli to you, from ibii minnie we drip the sub- 
ject unlil it be liniilly decided ; «u now go about your business, end 
I will seek Faoiiy, and try to soothe her rulHed spirit. She is a 
hans'ity l"l'^ puss: J believe her heart is lined wilfa buckram.' 

* Do no( iiritute ber feehngs, I entreat you/ said Ibe dnke ; * she 
is exquisitely sensitive ; and should she imbibe an idea that I pre- 
sumed upon the knowledge of her dependant siluation, ilie will be 
lust I'nrever to me. You owe nie this complaiiance, my dear Mi 
Stanhope, for you hate placed my happiness opo»  bBlaRda. 

' I will attend to what you say," answered Amdia, ' then 
rnshe yourself easy.' 

Tb< duke now retired, and Amelia went to lonK for Fanny. She. 
found her in her own apartment, whither she bad fled when she 
4]uitled Miss Stnnhope's dressing-room. A torrent of tears bad 
relieved Ihe oppKssed feelings of hei heart, and she wa» now ntOM 
con posed. 

Fanny's spirit was naturally noble, and rose superior to the di 
pendatice of her situation. Whilst under the protection of Lady 
Elliaoourt, she had not fell the morlifications to which her lady- 
ship's aUsenee had now so painfully exposed her. Instead, bow- 
cveri of becoming servile, or eodeavouriag tu couciliute the tegui 
of her haughty companions, by that onvaryingcompluisauce wbi 
gtueially disliugujshes the humble companion, Fanny had beooni 
more reserved, and assumed au air of dignity, which cotisciousneaa 
of innate worth could alone have supported. Tiie Duke of Albc- 
narlc had appeared in Iter eyes exactly the sort of man she 
1 have cfaoapn, biKl she bean entilkd by rank or fortune toencog 
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raqe bis adHmsea i yet, nolwitbatundiag ihia ptrdileclion in his 
favour, she Ind prrievercd i» receivine bit ailcntinns wiili v de- 
gff* of coiHnrts tiiHt nauld have convinced him fbe mm entiraly 
averse le him, hid he not be*n eiii-oHragcd tapprsist by Miss Stan- 
hope'* assurliiices ihal it was ineit\y th« tfiVct nf a ronwntio At- 
termiDRlion li> prove Ihe sincerily of his patsion in the uimaat, 
Tlic di9Co«*i7 i>f llie ikceii lliat had been practised, uudtr ihc 
sanction «f ker name, gave I?annj> ibe mu») poigMnl rf^cl, as lh« 
same del icatfl spifit ihat bad mtHle tier veil her reat sentinenM^ 
vmiet the appeatanee tA indiffirimt-e, whilst uncertain of bia inlev- 
tioti>, mmr sternly TofbaiJe tiie bumilialiuN of iDair<,ing, cI«d4m> 
linely, the man who had been led to suppose she had laid a Irap 
to ensnare his affeetiuns, and whose sBperiurit; of ranh antl for- 
tuae mighJ fullj' jtiatify » suspicion that ambition vnt (he chief 
!ntl 11 cement. 

* Ncvei I' said the nablc-oiinded girl, » sbt qoitted Mias Stan- 
hope's vpitiMol, ' Dfrer could 1 receive the addresses ot a- mM 
whose confldtnce in fay int^ity had bee» dealroyed by the iiw< 
plicalii)n of attifice upon my cliaraetef. No, generous Albemdrje, I 
can HOW never llsien to your vows; and although my h«rt over- 
iows *ilh griilelHl tenderness fur the psilialily you have faanoured 
me with, the die is cast, and I can never be yours. Doomed to 
conceal within The achini; boundary of my own bosom the sorrow 
that consumes me, I shall gladly retire into the couiilry, where at 
least lite restrxiiil thai now holds every feature in bondage may be 
dispensed with, mid I may weep unquestioned and atone!' 

Siich was the solitixjiiy that had employed the mind of PMoy, 
befnre Amelia cHine to disiuib hfr. The lively girl beganto ratlj 
her pensive friend HJlh lier usual vivacity, and made nse of every 
argument her ingeniiiiy eould supply her with, to prove that she 
ought to receive the duke's addreswa with complaeency, allhougb 
she could not deny that for the present, at least, ihoae addresaes 
iMUsl \>v clandesHme. 

' £n«iigl>, my dear Ainel^,' islerrupled Tanny, ' ihat single 
proposition overturns yonr ar^gumenl ; nothing claiideatine can be 
riglit. This excellent maxirti 1 owe to my beloved, my lamented 
Lady Ellineourt — t say luRierrted, becKuW some secret intelligence 
seems to assure me thai I shall see her no more. Iftheduke is 
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ashamed to acknowledge me as the object of hU choice, I iboi 
be eqaally ashamett to be a [lari)' in so mean a connecUun, 
thing, surely, can degrade a woman more than recciviug ibe clan- 
destine addresses of a lover; and if he be greatly her superior, »he 
incurs the odium of imposing upon bis weakness. I entreat you 
will never name the subject to me again, for I ivouhl not wed with 
royaltt/ upon such mortifying terms. To-morrow I shall return to 
Col. Ross's to propose for myjournev; when you wish to see me, 
you will favour me with your company there. I shall not, therefore, 
be obliged lo meet (lie duke, who I trust will soon forget me ; and 
depend upon il, I will make every effort in my power to efface hit 
image from my mind.' 

' Il will require some effort, then,' said Amelia, archly. ' I am 
glad, hDwe?er, lo hear that, and I will' take care to report it to my 
client by way of a cordial.' 

' If you value my peace of mind, you will never name me lo your 
client again,' said Fanny; ' but whether you do or not, tnjKsolu- 
lion will remain unsliaken. But come, let us return (o the com- 
pany, where, no doubt, our absence has been noticed.' 

'Oh, DO doubl,' replied Amelia, 'such charming creatures as 
we are must be missed, so allons,' and she took Fanny's arm, and 
led the way to the drawing-rontii. As soon as they entered, Ibe 
Marchioness of Pelerslield called Miss Stanhope to her; ' AmeUi^ 
said she, ' we are going to the Opera, will you go V , -J^ 

* 1 never thought about it,' said Misa Stanhope ; ' what oce»i 

ins this sudden resolution 1 You did not intend it before dinner.' 

' Oh, no,' r*^plied the marchiouess, ' but Ihe Marquis of Che- 
Tiotade has been teazing me into the scheme. I had lent my box 
to Lady Maiia Bouverie, but she has just tent word that she can- 
not useil, as her eldest son is very ill. Lord Cheviotdale and all 
heard me read the note to Maria, and he bas been almost upon 
his knees to me to persuade ne to go. He says this new Opera is 
the most divine thing; and as a fuilber inducemeut, he has pro- 
mised lo introduce the interetting Creole lo us ; and every boiljFiB 
making such a fuss about him, that positively it is quite a bore 
loknow him.' 

' And who, in the name of wonder, is ihe intereating CreoUa 
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said Miis SlSDhope. ' I am an enthusiast about interesting peo- 
ple ; do lell me his name. Is he joungl' 

' His name is Hamilton ; he is not young, but he is the most 
beautiful creature that ever was seen. Lord Chevioldule saj's, the 
ladies are positively (lying for dim by hundreds.' 

' Then I pity them,' rtjoined Amelia, ' fur it is labour in vain 
fnt Ibem to fall in love with liim, if he he the rich Mr. Hamilton.' 
' He is indeed ihe Tick Mr. Hamilton in the vocabulary of ihe 
votaries of Plutvs ; but he is Ihe Aamfsamr Mr. Haniiltiiii, aud the 
interesting Creole, with the ladies,' answered the marchioness; 'ao 
you ntitit go. But apropos, you spoke as if you were acquainted 
with him just now; do you kuon any of his history 1 Tbey say it 
is a most extraordinary one.' 

' What / know about hioi,' auswered Amelia, ' has nothing t\- 
Iraordinary in it : it h the most natural thing in the world ; be has 
fallen in love with a young girl, and old bachelors are very apt lo 
do that.' 

' Who is she? what youug giil do you mean V was vociftraled 
from two or three voices at once. 

' I will not tell yoii,' answered Amelia, laughing: ' if we all go 
to the Opera you will soon see.' 

'You must persuade Maria, then/ said the marchioness, ' for 
she aeems averse to the proposal.' 

Lady Maria was on the other side of the room whilst they had 
been talking of Mr. Hamilton, and had heard nothing of the coa- 
verialLOR. Miss Stanhope went lo her, and endeavoured to per- 
suade her to go lo the Opera. 

'No,' replied her ladyship, 'lam gning home, and Fanny hiu 
j jst been so kind as lo promise to go with me ; her visit has sanly 
been long enough here.' 

'Y'our ladyship must excuse me there,' said Amelia;  you are 
going lo run away with Fanny into the country, and that is bad 
enough, for you know 1 can hardly live without her ; but positively 
you shall not lake ber to-night. I will not go to the Opera without 
she goes.' 

' Now, Fanny, would not you like lo go to the Opera ?' 

Ki very fond of the Opera,' answered Fanny, ' but I have 
d Lady Maria to return with ber.' 
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'Well. Ibm, >»u diuU bfiHk ]ri»ur|irt>niis<;, 4hMJsall I fcuaw,' 
interrupted Miss Stanliope; * toi a lilly vow it better bioJieu llitn 
kepi.' - 

' I will not baeatk my proiaiw,' replitsl Faurvi ' fur 1 i»ever<4^l 
but ir Lady Mufia Vkn In nrktse mr, II>h1 is a (btfrrviit 4bii^' ^M 

* Lvd; Maria iviil tt\e»tt yuu ; site tuust,' aiiil Jtrntliu ; * for 1 
im determined Id ^tive my <i«fi> wy hb Iuii^ Me 1 <cai>. 1 a» gui*^ 
«o be iDnrried, and I lien I aliall iKver liiimc ii i »up()ftie.' 

Lady Maria iau^bed. ' Vuu areu wild creaiure^' raid Llierilady- 
ehip, ' and do ,^<>t *bat you ^iteftse witii eviery Ixuly. j brieve f 
shall g9 Is ll)c O^era .nayMrtI lo accommodate yau.' 

'Tl»t'js.a divjae crealiire! u»w I love yuu,' rt^Muied Uiss Sinn- 
hope. ' Cum?, Fanny, (luruliig to lier |>MiEivi- fticKd,) let iM.goan4 
ptri » Utile more briliiaucy on cur hunda ; tiie ^tinplt; caeiiune in 
wbJuh (liey are now dressed wdl nat do for liie Ojioru. I iniend to 
be very kiUiog. Perhaps yuii may lliJuk you can do mischicfenoiigb 
without Ihe foreign aid of omanieiil, but 1 na no 

* Don't be long at your loikl,' said the marchioness, as Anci 
and Fanny lefr the room, ' we are gotng to have lea direclly.' 

As soon as Ihey 'were goue, ' What a ridicu 
about that girl ! 1 am positively sick of it,' said tiie mardnoncas. 
'Miss Suuibo^'s tesaod £at her is quije mfalwtlioit.' 

 Fanny h a very good girl,' said Lady Alaria, ' but 1 nefllly 4 
wander sometimes myself, vhat people see in hei;iobeaDvi 
tHKbauted.' 

' Wbendo tbe ElUocwrts canae boaw?' aeked a lady wb« >at by. 

•Idon'l know, indeed,' answered Lady Maria; 'I wish ihey 
were oune, for I grow quite uu«asy about uiy cltaige.' 

' Horn ioV said the marchioness, 'I Ihuught you said eise atas 
a Tcry good girl.' 

' So she is,' replied L!idy Maria: ' but I am afraid somelndy 
will run away with tier ( Coloirel Ross says there are so UMny pe»> 
pk ia'k)«e with her.' 

The bidie* laughed. ' Ob never fear,' said one «f .ifaeoi, ' pttUf 
girls are not scarce enough lo tempt men to much risk lo «btaia 
one I— Don't sone people say she is the daughter of Lurd£. by 
that lialian mistrexs l»e kepi T 

' Uh dear uo,' answered maolher, * she is not Lord JQliwom 
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tlaugblef, she is too ol<l for that ; but I b»ve htsrd Ladj KUiii- 
cniirt WH9 afraid she woiilit be fur daugbtcr. Air Lnid Ellincoiiit 
was craiy aboiil iier, »iid would cutaiuly bavt! nmrrit^d Ikt, if bis 
mother bad not made liim go abroad.' 

' Lord Ellincoiirt is safe now,' raid a third, ' for he is married 
Id a lady of very large forliiae.' 

' I kniiM her very Well,' said ibe marchioness, ' sb* was a schouU 
ftllow of Maria's, a poor stupid Ibing as ever lived, preleniiuig to 
be sn good and so gentle, thai she was just like a Melliodial. She 
was as fond of this Tanny, h'efare ihe went flbrnad, us Miss Slsa- 
bogte, but had not so spitity a way of showing it.' 

* Whilber is your ladyship goiug into Ihe coitnlry 1' said ibe My 
thai spoke firM, addressing Lady Maria. 

' We are going lo Penibeiton Abbey; Lady Elliitctiart gave m 
leave lo make what use we pleased of it in her absence; and ih*- 
colonel seems lo wish me lo slay there Ibe few iDonlhs lie iule^ds 
being in Ireland.' 

' Is Ihe colonel going to Ireland direcll) f' 

' Oh no, be intends remainiDg ait Pemberton Abbey for three 
weeks or a iDontb, and then going back wilb Lord B^ltafyn, wbo \a 
Qow in England, and returns lo Ireland at that lime.' 

' Is Pemberton Abbey a pretl; placet' 

' I really don't know, furl was never there ; but fanny speaks of 
it in raptures,' said Lady Maria. 

'It was part of the rich Hamilton's estate,' taid Ihe Islkaiive lady ; 
'at leas! 1 believe so. I think Lady Ellincotirt said she lioughl it 
of Mr. Haniilloo'i executors. I don't mead ihe Mr. Hamilton we 
were talking of just now, because you know he is alive ; bul lie 
only inbetited as legalee. He was no relaliou lo ihe old geoHe- 
man, I understand. Did your ladyship ever liear wliy old Mr. 
Hamilton went abroad 1' 

> Never,' answered Lady Maria. ' I did bear Lady Ellincoutt 
say tltere was some melancholy cause; but as t bate aad stories, 
1 never asked any <|ueslioiis : was it any ibing very shocking ?' 

'Oh, yes! he had only one child, and ihal was a son : but he 

was lost when he was just come of age, and never heard nf since.' 

^B* Surely,' esclaimcd Lady MatJa, ' ihat must be impossible; 
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how couIH a young man oT Ihut a«e be lust, unless iudei^i) it 

' Oh, no, it wai not at sea i he urai one of Ihe finfsi young 
that ever was seen, and every body loved him lliar knew him ; poor 
Mr. Hamilton perfectly idolizifit him. It is a great many years ago. 
I am ashamed to *ay I remember it, for it makes one appear so 
shockingly old; biU I really do. O dear! there was iiolhing 
else talked ofttt the lime; and some thought one thing, and some 
tbnught another ; but nnihing ever came out. And it hnrt poor 
old Hamilton so much, Ihal he went abroad, and would nerercome 
home again ; and be died it) the West Indies, 1 believe,' 

■What a very extraordinary story!' said Lady Maria. ' BtM 
bow came the old gentleman to ^'ive his money to this Mr. Hamd 
lOD, if he is no relation to liimi' ' 

'Indeed, my dear, I don't know ; but I suppose he met. with 
him when he was just going into his dotage, aud he played hi« 
cards well, and gfl on the weak side of the old man. I heat l) 
Hamilton is very clever.' 

' As he is of the same name, I should suppose,' laid Lady Mai 
^ that he pretended to be related to the Haaiillon family.' 

' Oh, no, my dear, he look the nameof Hamilton forlheeatati 
! is a Creole, they say, and was never in England till 
' How long ago is it since the son disappeared ?' said Lady Maria. 
' My dear creature, what a shocking questfon, when I have jusi 
told yon, / recollect the circumi>laace. Bui, however, I inay 
well tell you ; il is niiieleen years ago ; 1 was then just a brii 
Dear me, it seems only yesterday I — Have you heard that Mr, 
is going to be married }' 

'/know nothing abonl it,' said Lady Maria, with an aii 
I annul ; for Mrs. Ellis had lired her with her circumslaniial uarri 
tive. The entrance of Miss Stanhope and Fdiiny put j 
conversation ; and as soon as tea was over, the whole party ad- 
journed to the Opera, attended by the Duke of Albemarle, the 
Marquises of Petenfieid and Chevioldale, and Col. Roi 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



TXe Concert. 



J. HE two Inities who accompanied Ihe MatchbnessorPelersGeld'g 
family parly to the Opera, had a hox adjoining her ladyMiip'a, and 
as ihal could boasi a belter view of the slage. Miss Sianho)ie ac- 
cepted their ofFerofsittiiig (here in preference to the raafehiopeas's; 
and as she was known to be inseparable from Fanny, a seat was 
aUn offered lo her. 

The first act was nearly over when they entered the house, and 
the first object that siniek Fanny, on her entrance, was Mr. Hh- 
■nilton sitting in the pit with his arms Tolded across his breast, and 
Ids eyes pensively fixed upon the pari of the house where their bos 
was situated. He instantly recognised Fanny, and rising from his 
seat, made her a low bow. Confused beyond measure at this public 
salule, the deepest crimson covered her cheeks; but she, never- 
theless, returned the compliment by a slight incliiwllon of Ihe 

This did not pass unobserved by Col. Ross, who was in the back 
part of the box. talking to Lord Cheviotdale, and exclaimed in the 
first ebullition of fury, ' Curse the fellow !' Colonel Ross was un- 
conscious that he had spoken alobd, until Lord Clievioldale, whose 
eyes had followed the colonel's, as it glanced at the object of bis 
angler, asked him with surprise, if he meant Mr. Hamilton, 'But,' 
added his lordship, recollecting himself, ' that is impossible, for 
every body that knows Mr. Hamilton likes him.' 

' I know very little of that geulleraaa,' said the colonel, ' nor 
do I wish to increase the acquaintance, for be resembles a person I 
detest ; and i( was that likeness which forced from my tips the 
.ajiostrophe that surprised you.' 

I By hea¥en!' rejoined Lord Cheviotdale, ' if Hamilton be 
'any body who is uoamiable, it ran be only an exterier reiem- 
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blance ; Therefore, to do away such unjiiat prejudicei, I shall iai> 
icdiatel; Telch hhn hilher, anH I will bel t«D lliousand pounds you 
neiiDl your uii fa vou ruble opimou in half an hour Rflerwards.' 1 

The marquis did not wail Tor Colonel Ross to answer; bM 
c[Liillins the box, made bis uay inio the pit, and relumed in a vd[| 
fevr minuiet, ac com)) allied by Mr. llarnillon. 

' I have fulfilled tuy promise,' said his lordship, addressing the 
Marchioness of Petcrsfidd ; ' here is Mr. Hamilton, drawn hither 
by the ardent desire he feels lo be introduced lo your hdyship 

The maruliiuness put on one of her aio&l gracious look: 
replied, ' thai she should esteem bersell happy in the honour qj 
Mr. Ilumilloa's acquainlance.' 

Col. Kojs bit his lip, and received hii share of the inlrodncU 
ceremony willi stiff politeness. 

Miss Stanhope looked at Lord Chevrotdule with an ah 
proacfa, who instantly undrtstood ilie hini, and whispering 
llamiltoo, led him into the adjoining box, where be renewed 
ceremony of introduction, both to Miss Stanhope and faer friend. 

The ladies who were in tlie same box were acquainted nilbMr. 
Iljuiilton. and give him so cordial a reception that be accepted 
their invitation to sake a seal in their box, and pJadng biinsrlf be- 
hind Funny, he addreisid The chief part of his conversation to bfr 
and Miss Siatibope, whose lively sallies seemed to please him 
luiieh, and often awakened a sneet smile upon Ids pensive couo- 
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There was loliti sense in every thing Mr. Hamilton said ; and be 
expressed liimsclf in such elegunt Unguuge that Faouy listened lo 
him with dvlighl, whilst her st)ft Qye» beamed upon htm a look of 
■lie sweetest compbcency. 

The Duke of Albemarle, who was in the box adjoining, bl^d 
watched Fanny wilh all llic tortures q/ jealousy, from the Ar^l ma- 
lueul of Mr. Hamilton's iulrodnetion ; and when he read upon her 
inteH'tgenl countenance such unequivocal proofs of her Bdmiralion 
of the man he dectncd bis rival, he could scarce rein-in bis rage 
and indignation. 

Alarmed le^t his e 
and endeavoured to 
adjoining corridor. 
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^^^Hk Cvcrard MorningtoD vnu bI tlie Opera that oveaing, und as 
^^^Ph Rs lie espied Miss Stanhope he haslctieil to joiuilier party, 
^^^air Evsrard was one of lliose lively people who arc at Imme every 
where, and aoqiiainted willi every body ; he entered llie box ihcre- 
fore willioul ceremaiiy, and after a alight nnil, and ' Uutv do,' to 
Amelia, Ite begun a lung slory lo one of the old ladies, about a uar- 
row escape lie had eiperieiiced in Ibe morning, having baen thrown 
out of a dog-cart tandem which be was driving, lo Ibe imminent 
risk of his own neek, and llie total demolition of ibe poor woman's 
wheelbarrow llial bad caused the accident, by croMing ibe slr«ct 
just at the momeat young Jeht was driving down Bond Slieet, in 
the true style of prime and bang-up I 

' Good heavens !' said Miss Stanhope, ' you talk so shockingly, 
that posilivuly 1 shall be nervous whenever 1 see any body drtiing 
Tandem or fourin-hand again.' 

' Don't alarai yourielf,' replied her lover, 'there is nftlhing to 
delightful to a maa of spirit as a bair-breadih escape now and then ; 
it gives theai eclat. Now ibis accident will be iu all the paper), 
and I shall be the topic of coovcrsaliati for these thr«e days. I 
wish I had broken my collar-bone, or dislocated my arm, or some 
anug litlle accident ; that would have been prime, fot there muat 
bave been a bulMin, aad all my friends, or at least my loi-disanl 
friends, must bave been rery sorrgt whether (bey would or not.' 

Miss Stanhope laughed. 'You are the iirsi persoo,' said she, 
' I ever heard wish lo break bis bones, or dialocale his joints, for 
the sake of notoriety; and 1 tbiok, as you are so ambitious of 
fame, you had belter join the army in Portugal, and there you may 
stand a fair chance of having your head taken off in a celebrated 
manner by, a cannon-ball, or of losiog some of your limbs at least.' 
' Losing a iimb or so might be very well, if it happened in Eng- 
land ; but as t» tlit: kead,' replied Sir Everard, * Ibe loss of that 
would tpoil all, for there would be no occasion for a bulletin. And 
as services abroad are eriually preclusive of Ibut delightful obJatioo 
(a vanity, 1 will serve my country at home, ifay encouraging lis 
breed of horses, employLogils mechuoics in buikliog carriages, and 
grtlifyiog tbe most beautiful part of its population by porting my 
«lcgai)t£sure iaall tbe parapbernaUa of amoderu son of Ibe whip. 
WiMa encouraged by iheir approving glancrs,!! become in vtncible 
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lu the iangtn of my tlevoted station, sn<l squaring my elbowi, I 
handle the ribbom, anil tip my lita in thtir Iracet auch & daahtr, 
Ihiil we are prime ami iMng-iip beyouil all com)ielilio(t.' 

MIh Slunliope was itol dtlicivnl in tenie, and yet she w>« 
cbarmed Milh b jargon tlmt haii not a particle of ibal quality to 
boast of. 

There is no accounting for pHrtiulilics between the lexes, 
may very frequently be obatrveil tlmt persons of the moti 
tastes and piopensitiea will select each other, and consider it in- 
dispensable to their mutual happiness to be united. 

Tbe brilliant alliance which foitune seemed to offer ber in bet 
-jnion with the duke, bad no aitr^ction in her eyes ; nor could bii 
grace's elegant person, bis tine understanding, nor the fascination 
of bit manners, tempt her for a moment to forego her choice. 

Sir Eveiard Mornhigton was a tine healiby-looktng ynuog man, 
ancf might perhaps have displayed sumetliJng like a mind, had sin- 
dying been the fashion instead of dnving ; hut the company he bad 
been obliged lu keep, in order to attain any degree of perfection 
in the science be was ambitious to shine in, had as completely vul- 
garised his ideas, as the quaint dress of the natty coachman hlill 
disligured bis naturally tine person.  

Yet still ui Miss Slanhupe's eyes be was all perfection; andv! 
shf was no less agreeable to him, there bad been an explanatioii 
between them that bad developed their slews to each other. 

A clandestine marriage bad been decided on, and the giddy 
couple anticipated with delight the noise their elopement would 
make in the great world. 

SirEverard was rich, and therefore Miss Stanhope's fortune wit 
not bit object in addressing ber; and when she explained to him 
the clause in ber ftither's will, which made Iter fortune tbe penally 
of ber refusing to marry the J)uke of Albemarle, be laughed, and 
told her, ' be ibougbt it would be prime to tip the knowing ami 
the go-by, and show them they had more spirit than to mind wbit 
old musty parchments said, that helped to do the miscbief the aM| 
quizKes that made Ibem could not live to finish.' 

But to return to the Opera House. Mr. Hamilton, i 
of the conversation, learned that Fanny was going out of town ; ui 
when Miss Slanbope named Lady Elllncourt's seal in Voikthire, 
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forelieadt aiul eielaimed. 



he dapped bii hand tu lii 
what a ciTcunislHnce !' 

' Do you know that pari of llie world V said 
whose curiosity had been raised bj- ihe excUmali 



} Slaiiliope, 



•Know ill' rpjoiiied Mr. HainiUoi 
Mis3Slanbope\ 



• Ob, would to God I had 



19 aUrmed, for site thought Mr. Hamilton was 
insane, as his eyes rolled for several minutes with a wildness truly 
territic. ' 1 thought,' said she, endeavouring to turn the conver- 
sation. ' that you were a stranger in this counlry, sir, and had bee> 
in England only a few months.' 

* Must true,' replied Mr. Hamilton, scemiag to recover Iiimstli 
a litlle, ' I am a stranger in this country : I have no existence here. 
But I am ttespassing on youratlenlion, ladies,' conliuued he, turn 
ing to Miss Stanhope and Fanny, 'whilst more pleasing Dhjecl 
demand it. 'Ihe name of the estate that formerly belonged to m) 
deceased friend, awakened ideas most painful to recal i hot It is 
over, and 1 entreat your pardon.' 

It was in vain that Mr. Hamilton recommended to Miss Stanhope 
and Fanny to give their attention to Ihe Opera ; he had fixed i( for 
Ihe night, and they could neither of them bear or see any other 
person. As to Fanny, she was afTectei) heyond measure by ihe 
Anguish expressed on the countenance of her new friend, and she 
found it didicull to restrain the tears that were ready to drop froin 
iter eyes. Mr. Hamilton perceived ber emotion, and fearful leat it 
tbould attract the notice of Ihe ladies around her, he rose from liis 
sear, and quilled ibe box. The Duke of Albemarle entered as be 
did so, and placing himself behind Fanny, he remained stationary 
until the party ijuitled the theatre. 

It was in vain, bowever, that he addressed bis conversation to 
Fanny, or indeed to Miss Stanhope: so lost were ibey in conjec- 
tures as to ibe possible cause of Mr. Hamilton's sorrow, that a mo< 
nosylluble was Ihe nimost the duke couttl obtain in answer to any 
Ihing that be said ! Inflamed with jealousy, and exasperated be- 
yond ihe bounds of prudence, he seized Fanny's arm as she was 
entering the cofl'ee-room, and darling at her a look of anger, he 
Lta a tone of voice that spoke his inward emotion, ' lutxorible 
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3 Kifle ihiis with mj happiness— rem ember uj ItTe Ti 
: never will I mnxty any olhcr wamin I' 
will die tingle,' saitl a liarsJi voice behind hiai; and 
Hi tile sMDie (iioincnt he fell a hand grasp his arm with vialeocr. 
He lurned totind am) beheld Lord Somerlowii, who iaimeiltalely 
obliged him to quit Fiiiin>, nnd go wilh hiin. 

* I came bilher,' said his latdship, ' in learcb of mv nephew, 
little imttgidHig what n/ool I was looking Tor.' 

Aahnmed and confused, bejoTxI expression, the linhe sufiVreil 
himself lo he led awaj by Lord Soinertowii (who had taken hold of 
his arm) to his carriage, without proHerii>g b single tvnrd. Hi) 
tmcle wns silent alio fur some lime afler ihey were seated in the 
chariot; al length, however, he spoke: — ' 1 had formed a betler 
n of jour uiiderslanding,' said his lordship. ' A man may 
trifle wilh as many wiimen m he pleases, but when he so far for- 
gets himself ns to talk of marriage lie deserves lo be posted for I 
lilbckbtad. An intrigue wilh the companion of ynnr intended wife 
is most ridiculously indiscreet, and particularly so before you are 
Mcurtfof her. It is not morality I am preaching lo you, for you 
already know my opitiiou on (bat lubjecl ; all I wish lo inculcate ii 
a prudent regard to my withea, and your own intereit. I have set 
my mind upon this union : and if it fails, through yonr delinquency, 
wne unto the frail cause of it I You know me, Henry ; talie care, 
then, how you offend me. If you value the painted puppet you 
were pretending to worslilp in that fulsome strain of idolatry, be- 
ware of drawing down my displeasure upon her. Ifl lliought the 
sfond in the way of your marriage with Miss Stanhope, by heaveai 
1 wouh) annihilate her ! She should vanish from your fascinated 
eyes, nor leave a trace of her inMgnilicant existence behind her.' 

The duke shuddered ai he listened lo Lord Somertown's threat- 
etiiog latignage, for well did he know that, if the power were lent 
htffi, lie did uot want the will lo execute Ibe direst vengeance on 
those he deemed his enemies. The bare idea of exposing the lovdy 
Fanny (o bis uncle's fury was dreadful lo him, and he resolve 
dissemble his real sentiments uiidera show of obedience. ' l4| 
concerned,' said he, hesitating from the consciousness of a di^ 
city to which hia soul was a strangeri ' I aro concerned that } 
lurdsliip should mistake a little unmeaning gallantry, sboirn li 
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riousaUflrlimeiit. I have told your 
marry Miss Slanhope, sari I now 
e same laily ihut llieii occupied my 
•rn ind if I don't marry Amelia 
ir union will not originate in me.' 



' Bmvol' esilniiued Lord Somerlown, ' if von are siiicpre il is 
well: t>ur tliitikniM liiati am l.>l>e deceived by a>itripU>igllke vmi. 
Thai ^irl \s an utiM crealnre, who lui her v]e<*a in lier pretended ' 
Coynes* ; but I repeal, beware how yoii kl tne suspect any ihiuv 
letious in that quarter. Remember, it will be ut ihe peril uf your 

MtRlUN /' 

lite duke again attirmed that be iiaa ready to fullil the contract 
nilh Miss Stanhope, and Lord Soinetlnwn wa;, or at least appeared 
to be, salidicd. 

When, however, he retired to his apitrlmenl, the agitation of the 
(tuke's mind was inlclcrahle; he had pledged his wnrd to his 
uncle to marry Mias Slanhope, provided she was willing to accept 
him as a husband ; and although the promise was extorted by his 
fears for Fanny's safely, he could not for an instant conceive the 
possibility of forfeiting his word, should she, contrary to her so- 
lemn assurBDces, place no barrier in the way of Iheir nupliaU. 
' Good heavens 1' said he, ' what wuuld become of me should I liud 
myself entangled in a net of my own weaving. Anieha has pro- 
mised to render onr marriage impossible : is she then betrothed to 
another? And does she mean to evade her union HJth me, by 
luiiningaway withher favoured lover? Alas ! her schemes may be 
rendered aburlire by the vigilance of ber guardians, and between 
threats and persuasions she may be Lrouf;ht to consent to the anni- 
hilation of my happiness. Well, should that be the case, I must 
console myself by teflectiog that my fears for (be adored object of 
my affection led me to the fatal sacrifice. Hail I apiieared irreso- 
lute, or hesitated in answering my uncle, his vcngi-nnce would 
have fallen on the defenceless Fanny, and then the agony of my 
Boul would have been too much lor me to support. No, 1 have 
ftcted in the only way that was left me to insure her safely; and 
if^lh at were purchased with my life, it were cheaply bought. But 
^ll cherish better hopes; Amelia Slanhope is generous; she 
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will be faithful, and I. shall yet possess the power of addi^essing* 
the only woman I can ever love/ 

With these reflections, ^uctuating between hope and fear^ the 
duke passed ajleepless nighty and arose the next mnmiog dispirited 
and pale from the anxiety that still preyed upon^jbis spirits. 

In the meantime^ Fanny had not been much more calm ; but her 
agitation had not originated in the same cause, for love had no- 
thing to do with the emotions that harassed her mind. An in-s 
terest that she could not define was excited in her heart for Mn 
Hamilton, and it was with a mixture of terror and joy that she re- 
ceived the following note from hiui, as he was assisting hef to get 
into the Marchioness of Petersfield's carriage. She counted the 
i&inutes till she was alone, and free to peruse it ; for she would 
not trust even Miss Stanhope with the knowledge of -her having re-, 
oeived it. The instant hpr lively friend Jiad bid her good nighty 
ahe tore open the seal with a trembling hand, and read the folloi^ 
ing mysterious words :•-- 

* You are going. to Femberlon Abbey, so am I ; and I trust we 
shall there find an opportunity of meeting without «pies or in-, 
truders* I want to tell you the history of my eventful life^ Sam^- 
tiling whispera ne that yon are interested in it, beyond what yoa 
at present suspect. Oh, should it prove so-r-wbat bliss for. both of 
us ! I dare not trust the thought. Farewell until we meet again.' 



CHAPTER XXIi. 



Tete-a-Tete. 



1 HE agitation excited in the bosom of Fanny,- by the reading of 
Mr. Hamilton's note, did not easily subside^ The -il^ords contained 
in it implied a mystery that awakened every feeling of ber heart, 
should she indeed fipd'S parent I The idea was insupportable, for 
although inspired by-bope, it was unsanctioned by reason; and 
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when she laid her aching head upon llie {lillovr. She was obliged, 
tkowever, to conceal her emolions, lest any itep should he taken 
lo prevent I lie pToniijed inUTview. The ft; w succeeding daya that 
intervened between ilie Opera and her departure for Pemherton 
Abbey, uete etjgrosied by preparation! for the Journey ; and al- 
llloilgfa Amelia IrieJ every stratagem to get Fanny to come lo liet 
at the Marquis uf Peteratield's, she could not succeed ; and she 
quilled Lnndon without seeing llie Duke of Albemarle, who did 
nol dare to make any ailempt to obtain ihat pleasure, except hy 
visiting Amelia frequenlly, iu the hope of meeting her there. Uii- 
appoiniment was constantly bis portion, however; and Lord 
Sumertown, whose vigilance had never slept since liis suspicions 
were tirst awakened, was convinced that Fauay left town without 
any communicatiou having passed between them. That vindictive 
nobleman had long been conversant in the best method of employ- 
ing spies, and when he wished to ascerUiti any fact relative lo 
Ihose who had incurred his displeasure, he spared neither pains 
nor expense to obtain the infurmation he wanted. Pour Fdiiny 
was now the object of his vengeance, and his intended victim; 
and he look care to surruuod the steps of the hupless girl with 
creatures devoted to bis service, and willing to assist bis moat dia- 
bolical pUus for the sake of obtaining a ciintinuation of the bribes 
that had perverted their principles. There is a God, however, 
wha^e all-seeing wisdom can penetrate the darkest machiniiliutis of 
cunning, and whose power can protect Ihe weiikest of his creatures 
against a host of enemies. That merciful Being was now watcliing 
over the seemingly unprotected Fanny, and viewing with an eye uf 
stern displeasure ihe dark plots of her insidious foes. 

Lady Maria Ross was but an indifferent traveller; and as the 
weather was warm, and the journey of more than two hundred and 
fifty niilt's iu length, it was determined that the family should steep 
two uights on the road. The lirsl day's Journey ended at a lone 
inn, nearly a hundred miles from town, iu a spot so romaniically 
Itciiutiful. thai Fanny was enchtuited with the rich scenery around 
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il, (IUpla)«<l by a clear tnoon, now nrarl)' ■! ihe full, in a inoR 
iDiereating landscape llinn when )<i1l by llie 91111-beams of ' the 
garish eye of day.' Iiislead, Ihercfore, of reliringto bed when she 
entered tlie room fur llie iiigbl, alie coiilinued al one of the win- 
, c<iu1em|i1iiling witli dvliglil lite beHuliful prospect, until a 
clock, friim a disliinr church, struck one ; ihe was ihen ihinkiog 
of seeking her pillow; but as she was receding from llie window, 
ber eye rested on llie tall figure of a man, who appeared ti be 
gazing at the spot where she stood. Uis aitiiiide was so fixed, that 
ahe imagined lie bad been there some lime, allhougli she had aol 
before observed him; but whellier he could distinguish her or not, 
ahe could not ascerUiii, as no sign on his part iniplied any con* 
icinusnesis of her existence. The eight, however, of a humitn 
being, at that dreary hour, and in that lone siiualion, for Ihe 
stillness of the house had long since proclaimed that lis inhabittnts 
were wrapt in the aruis nf sleep, gare her a senaaiion of alarm, 
that made her close her wloduw wilh precipilation ; and drawing 
the curtain ihal shaded il, she hastily prepared for bed. 

Before she enieted ihat mansion of repose, however, she stole 
another glance from Ihe uiudow, to satisfy herself whether the fi- 
gure was still there. It had vanished from the spot where she 
had first seen il; but although the declining beams of the moan 
cast a broad shadow over one purl of the scene, she was soon able 
to ilisiinguiih it standing close under her window, and with looks 
cast upwards, as if observing her chamber. A hanlkerchief ap- 
plied to the face completely shrouded the features from her ken, 
bad he stood in the light ; but Ihe dark spot be had chosen ten- 
dered that caution unnecessary. As Fanny perceived the figure, 
ahe uttered a faiut screaui, and put her hand before her eyes. 
When she again withdrew it, Ihe ajipaciiioii had vanished, and 
although she watched until another hour resounded from the village 
lurrel, she beheld il no more, 

It would be a vain task to al tempt to deaciibe the variety of con- 
jectures, which occupied ihe mind of Fanny, through the wakeful 
hours thai succeeded this mysterious vision. Sometimes she was 
inclined to believe, that the was not concerned in iis appearances; 
but Ihe next moment she lejected the idea, and felt an iustinclin 
conviction, that it porleaded the vigilant observation of some 
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tHeiiA or fne.— And yet she diil not stunil in ncpJ of an act >•( 
rHeodship, Bttendeil with aiicli aiiparenl iiiconveiiience lo the pei*!- 
son who performed il. And as to Ihe fof, she was unconscinus 
thai she had i>ne. At length, ovtrcume utih f»ligiie nnd witching, 
she dro|iped itilo a deep sliimbtr, rruin whicli she did not awake 
until a hasly summon! Id breakfast inrormed her how nmch the 
had trespassed beyiind tlie usual hour xT rising. The bustle occa- 
sioned bv over-sli^eping herseir broke the train of her thiiueht», 
and reiiileied her litter tn meet the family al (he hreukfnst table. — 
The jourticj of llittlddj was unmolested by nay incident, and again 
Ihe Iraveilera rested at a lone house. It was always Col. Ross's 
custom, when he slept on the road, to avoid towns ; and the inns 
he had svlected to repose at, on this journey, were every way calcu- 
lated to make his choice approved. They were replete with every 
convenience for the accommodation of a large raniily.and the spots 
where they stood the most picturesque ihut can be imagined. 
F^nny had been struck with The beauty of the scenery surrounding 
that where she past Ibe fiisl night ; bnl whrn »he vieweil the silu- 
aiioD of the second inn, she was still UKire encUsntid, and she 
could not forbear excliiiniing. as she alit from the carriage, (hut 
she never saw such a paradise befure. Lady Maria was mi FUthu* 
siast, either in poetry or painting, and iherefure slie viewed Ihe 
wild beauties of the majesiic hills, the rich luxuriance of the scat- 
terej woodt, and all ihe magic beauty of the fairy landscape, with 
a saog-ftoid (hat astonished Fanny, whose every fiicully appeared 
slraiiied to catch the prospect thdt delighted her. The niuon was 
risen in its full sjilendour by the time lea was over. 

• Oh, how 1 should like a walk this dehglilful evening,' suid 

Fanny, ili.>iighllesslyi ' if il were noi f.tr the fear of .■ She 

-slopjied sltnrl, and blushed exceedingly, r«c<illecting that she 
had determined nut lo mention Ibe nocturnal apparition that hail 
alarmed her. 

'The fearof whair repealed Col. Ross. ' Wlial fear can yoa 
have, Fanny, that needs prevent )0iir laklng a walk auch an evening 
as this, provided I escort )nu Y 

' O none (o be sure,' replied she ; ' I oidy meant, that I should 
li« afraid to walk alone.' 

' Alun?, certainly, would not be proper,' sniH the colonel, ' but 
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lli«re cm be no objection to joui going well allenrfed.- 
will j'ou accom|iany usl' 

' Ob no,' an&wereil her lailyslitp, ' llie fuligiie o( ilie j'urney ii 
qiiile eiioiigli for inc. I am not sucli un Hdmiter of nuiurc, our 
have 1 siii'h a roDianlic turn Tur moon -iii; lit contemplations at 
Fanny.' This nas spoken in a tone of iplenelic IrFlfulnesa, that 
JKtrajed Lady Maria's displeasure al the colonel's jiropusal ; and 
Funny im media lely declared that she would not go, nor could the 
eloquence exerted by ibe colonel induce her to accept his offer of 
attending her. He appeared piqued al her refusal, and muttered 
somelliiog between his leelb of self-willed girls. 

Poor Fanny waa glad to escape from her uooipanions, who were 
neither of I hem in good humour, and therefore she retired early lo 
her chamber. 

' Al least,' said she, as she seated herself at her window, ' hen 
1 need not fear that I shall be disturbed by the apparition ; bebai 
icarcely ridden hither, on the wings of the wind, to disturb my 
aoclurnal conlentplalioiis !' 

The room that Fanny inhabited looked into a small garden, frooi 
whence a flight i>f steps reached to a balcony close under her win- 
dow. The bustle of ihe inn had not yet subsided, bul the sounilj 
were distant, for Ihe apartment she occupied was at the end of iiit_ 
corridor, and quite remote from the interior of ibe house. ^fl 

A beatiliful champaign country opened to ihe view at the eal^H 
mily of the garden. On the left were seen scattered woods, bonrf"" 
ed by lofty hills, so varied in si2e, that Ihey appeared, as the moon 
silvered their majestic points, as if Ihey were rising tmulous ni 
ie6ecling her lustrous beams. 

To ihe right, on a bold eminence, and unadorned by even> 
siugle tree, to soften the stern aspect of the picture, rose the nft- 
jeatic ruins of an ancient castle, which seemed in sullen pride to 
frown upon ihe sons of liltle men, who now dared to tread the sa- 
cred spot where once fiuurished heroes unbending and invincible. 

Al Ihe proud batllemrnis Ihat entrenched them, Fanny gazed 
with delight, as the clear moon darted her silver radiance through 
Ihe dismantled windows, and ivy-clad loop-holes of the gloomy 
tower. The scene was solemn and aublime, and catcnialed to raise 
the enihusiasllc imaginaiion of yoiiih to tbe highest pitch of mental 
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enjoyrnenl. B; degrees llie tioiars in ihe liuiie died away, and 
(he calm stillness was unbioken, save lliat at itilcrvals llii^ distant 
watch-dog barked at some cbsuuI straggler williin ihe precincts of 
Iiis nigblly care. 

Fanny was in raplures ; she bad extinguished her candle, that 
its light might not expose her to the obsecvBtion of ntiy distant 
wanderer. Her eve dwelt alternately upon the rich forest, Ihs 
bills bright witli Ihe rays of lunii, and the frowning casite, proud, 
and in majolic loneliness. 

And that teeing might not be the only sense, a. woodbine, whoso 
lusuriaiit brandies covered the walls of the boii»e, unil breathed 
fragrance around, now intruded some of its spicy dowers wilhia 
the open casement. Fauny inhaled the balmy gdle as the night- 
breeze shook its dewy wings around her ; and entranced in an 
ecstasy of enjoyment, she sat unmindful of ihe waning night, aniil a 
clock striking one roused her from Uer pleasing reverie. The hour 
reminded her of the figure she bad seen Ihe preceding night, and 
so strong was Ihe power of fancy upon her mind, that her eye 
mechanically sought it io the scene before her. She looked however 
in vain ; the most profgnnd stillness reigned, and the clear rays of 
the moon displayed nothing but ioanimale objects to her view.-~ 
' Nu,' said she, speaking aloud, unconscious that she did so, 'No, 
he hai not followed me here. Alas! I fear my imagination mis- 
leads me, and the fairy vision it has conjured up, to delight, will 
melt into ether.' As she spoke, she cast lier eyes lownrds Ibc cas- 
tle, and fancied that she saw something emerge from one of iu 
dilapidated portals. She was soon convinced that she was right, 
for she beheld the same tall figure she had seen the preceding 
nighl, moving towards ihe garden ibal skirted Ihe inn. Allhougb 
she had almost wished Io see il, an iodislinct horror seized ber aa 
she gastd upon ilr approaching footsteps: and she was going to 
reliie from the window, when sJie iliounht she heard her name pro* 
nounced distinctly, lliough in a low voice, under her windowi 
Startled at llie sound, she lent forward lo ascertain whence il pro* 
ceeded, and to h(r astonislimeul beheld Cul. Ross standing in Ihe 
balcony beneath. ' What can be the cause of this nocturnal 
AingT sai<l lie, ralher slenily. 'Thisu ibe second time I 
lebMn witness to your titling up half the night aiy oar windowit 
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' The extreme bcautj of tlie surrouniling scenery aliracled me 
to my window to view it,' replied Funny; 'and wlien 1 hail once 
indulged in the conlemplalion, I found it impossible to leave it. 
There is niilliing extmoitlinary, mirr, ia that, whfn yon recoiled 
what an enlliusiaslic admirer I am uf (he beauties of nature.' 

' Nature has a oartef^ of beauties, most nnrfoubledly,' repliwl 
the colonel ; 'and 1 suppose the fnrlunale being you apiistio- 
phiaed Just now is one of them, is lie nut 1' 

'I am astonishtH,' replied Fanny, * ihal you should think it 
worth while lowatcli me, and listen under my window, sir, atao 
bour when it appears so strange to you that / sliould be watching.' 
, ' Your astoni^ilnncnt would cease,' lejuineil lie, ' could yon know 
the real ilale of my heart ; could you knuw that the nxist trivial 
of your actions is important in my eyes. But when 1 think yoti 
are about to bestow iipun a favoured lover lhal heaven of lore, 
which lam di-tennined no man but myself shall possess, and live! 
il is then that every feelin^ u( my soul is barrowed n;>, every 
energy awakened, and the hurricane of passion transports me 
beyond the boundary of reason and prudence.' 

' This language Is certaiuly unfit for me to listen to,' interrupted 
Fauny with dignity ; 'aij<f strange and incomprehensible as yniir 
allasions are, sir, I forbear to question you.' So saying, she shut 
down the window, and left the colonel to the enjoyment n{ his 
own reflections. 

It may reailily be supposed that they were none of the plefl- 
santesl. Hurried away by the emotion of the moment, he had 
made a premature discovery of a passion he had hitherto con- 
cealed with such caution; and he knew enough of Fanny lo be 
certain that he had incurred her indignation, if not her abhor- 
rence, by so infamous an avow;iI. 

In the mean time she retired from the window, overwhelmed by 
, feelings of resentment and distress, impossible to describe. She 
bad always felt a secret antipathy lo Colonel Ross, which was now 
justified by bis atrocious conduct. Her heart had often reproached 
her for the ungrateful return she made to the continual acts of 
kindness she experienced from him, and she had often endea' 
vour«d lo conquer a dislike she thought founded in caprice. Il was 
ROW proved, however, that her repugaance to his friendship wai 




THE LITTLE MENDICANT. liii, 

tlie luitincl of a mind loo pure and delicate to BsaifDiUle »ilh Lis ; 
which, though veiled beneath llie specious musk of lij pocrisj', was 
the seat of every vice ihat defcirms liumaa nature. 

* Oh L'lidy EllincDurl ! m_v beloved beneractresa,' exclaimed 
Fanity, cUsj)ing her hands tugellier in an eg')ny of dislreis, ' lo 
what a care have you confided jour unliapjiy gid T Ah little doea 
Lord Ellincontt think what a vilUin is honoured with the name of 
h'li/riead! Kelurn, dear protectors of my infancy, return and 
restore me, once more, to happiness and security!' 

Full uf these thoughts, the disconsolate Fanny threw hertelf 
upon her bed, and vented her oppressed feelings in a flood of 
tears. When her enioliona h^d in some measure subsided, she re- 
collccled the figure she had seen emerging from the castle, and she 
longed to ascertain whether it were indeed the same that she had 
seen the preceding night. She feared, however, to go to the win* 
daw, lest Colonel Ross should be slill beneath it, and mistake her 
motive by imagining she came Ihilber lo look for him. This con- 
sideration restrained her cuiiosity, and she »eitt lo bed without 
stealing one glance from the window. The next nitiruing, when blie 
was ready lo descend to breakfast, she fell ihe grealeat awkward- 
ness at the idea of meeting Col. Ross, nor did she entertain a doubt 
that Am confusion would al least erjnal bers, if not exceed it. 
What then was her astoni^hmenl, when ou entering t lie room where 
Lady Maria and he were already at breakfast, she beheld him, 
his brow armed with frowns, and heard him, in a tone of reproach- 
ful authority, reprimand her for her late atlendancc on l.he break- 
fast table. 'This tardiness,' added he, ' is owing, no doubt, to 
your nocf ui-na/ watchings ) but I warn you. Miss Fanny, that 1 
will have no such doings whilst you are under uur proleclion.' 

Struck dumb by ilie astonishment that had seized her, Fanny 
seated herself at the table, without jittering a word ; but she fi^U 
equally unable to eat as to speak. 

Lady Maria observed her distress, and good-naluredly wished 
to relieve it- ' My dear Fanny,' said she, ' do not let the tolonel's 
leprimand distress you so; he only speaks for your good. His 
anxiety for your welfare makes him, perhaps, too scrupulous about 
trifles. Yuu had been expressing you{ admiration of moonlight 
scenery ; il was therefore natural you should indulge yourself with 
a ioek, as you could uol lake a wallc.' 
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* Tiie sdiiiiririi; » mooiiliglit scene (torn her clMnibei wiutluw is 
certainly aa crime,' said the ciilonel, ' if to admire that wete the 
motive that carried her ibeie; biil when it is to converse with i 
stranger, an adfenturtr, a person llial nobody knows, und otii; of 
mhote di'ubtriii cliarHcter she has received ample warning, that h 
young lady leaves her quii-l pillow, and expoies lierselC at the dead 
bniirciribe iitglil tolbe dangers of sucli an assignaiioii, ilien, in- 
deed, the case ijallered, and tlie seemingly simple action deserves 
the severest teprebeusion.' 

Faniiy'^ surprise gave way to her indignation, wlien she found 
herbtlfthus daringly accused of a thing she had not even dreamt 
uf. ' I cannot exprest,' said she, ' llie aslonishmenl that has 
seiz(;d me, to (iod such a palpable falsehood imputed to me. 1 
caniinl even guess whal Col. Itnts alludes lo, as f solemnly declare 
that I conversed with no man from my window ; had made ap- 
poiulment with no man; and iherefore cannot possibly deseire 
the colonel's allegations against me.' 

' Good beaverii,' exclaimed the colonei, striking bis bands loge- 
iber with well-feigiied astonishment, ' 1 did tiot ibiuk you were 
capable of such duplicity. Surely, Miss Fanny, you will not tell 
me I bat I did no' hear you speaking to a man Iram your wiudow] 
That I did not htar that raan declare the most ardeiil paajiau for 
you, and swear that no other should ever possess you, uwl li 
You will uul have the effrontery lo deny thai.' 

Fanny was thunderstruck to bear ihe very words repeated 
the culonel which he bad himself made use of to her, and whicli 
she supposed he would have trembled to find remembered, turned 
as an accusation against herself. Il was an audacity in villauy too 
mighty for ber to cope with: she could only lift her hdnds and 
eyes in silent wonder. 

' 1 know,' continued the colonel, ' the fellow thai u taking such 
pains lo follow you; it is the man who made acquaintance with 
you in Hyde Park, when I came so opportunely to save you fram 
the consequences .if your folly.' 

' Tin- gentleman who rescued me from Ihe impertinence of i 
stranger,' said Fanny, ' is Mr. U.imilton, and as much diitingi 
vd for bis pohlcness as his riches. Surely be canool deserve 
I epithets you bestow upou him, sir.' 
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I 'be fersnn who impoies liiiiiseir upnn you for Mr. Hamillon 
r that gf II tie man,' said the colonel : ' he only resembles liiat 
gentleman in person, and makes use of that likenes) to impose upon 
the unwary,' 

 As I am acquainteH with only one Mr. 
Fanny, * liis resemblance to anolher, whom 1 ne 
avail him nr>tlii[i>: wilh me.' 

' You s«em inclined to vindicate your conducl, t 
feas yonr error,' said (he colonel, sternly j 'but I would wish vnii 
lo reollecl. Miss Fanny, that as Lady Ellincourt inlriisrpd \ou In 
our guardianship, during lier nbirnce, it behoves us to Haich over 
your conduct ; and if Lady Maria cliooaea to allnw you sucli IhII- 
tude, /doii'i. And I give yon noiice, that 'your nocturnal lover 
will be treated wilh the severily lie deserves, ifhe is fuund lurking 
about Pembcrlon Abbey.* 



last 



miltnn,' replied 
ver saw, could 






'Ifilie rnan who was so daring i 
t night, in defiance of decency 


19 ta declare a passion for me, 
and morality,' said Fanny :  it' 


can be found. I ihink he cannt 
in he deserves— with more conli 


It be treated with more sei^rity 
cmpl than 1 feel for him.' 


' 'Tis well.' said ibe colonel, hii 
mow your sentiments, madam: 


1 eyes flashing fury ; ' 1 am glad 
and yoti may depend upon il I 



will act accordingly." 

Fanny involuntarily trembled as she listened lo this menace, 
though she cduld not possibly conceive what it was intended (o 
convey. 

Lady Maria looked surprised, and endeavnurtd, with a good' 
humoured laugh, to turn Ilie conversation to sonieihing mora 
agreeable. Though subject to little gu^is of fractiousness, when 
her vanity was wounded, Lady Maria was nalurnlly good-natnri'd, 
and her kind heart was pained by Fdoiiy's evident distress. Her 
efforts, however, proved all in vain ; Ibe colonel preserved a sul- 
len silence, uhilst tears of real anguish and dismay hedened the 
cheeks of Ibe unhappy Fanny. 

But very little breakfusi was ealen by any of the party ; and liie 
carriage being announced, as in readiness for their dej>artiirr, Ihey 
began their Journey in a frame of mind not likely toreuder it very 
mt. 
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CHAPTER XXni. 



i 



Pemherlon Abbeif. 



'URING llie'«i7rn/ ride ihal ensued, Fanny'i ideas nere occupied 
by ilie mosi painful refleclions, ifae Dioai anxious uaccilaiuly. 

Cut. Ro3J liad spoken as if he were certain lliat lie kuew the per- 
snt) wlioar appearance fur Iwo niglits liad exclled Iter CDiiosily to 
greatly. The ^guie liad seemed Id iirr eye to resemble that of Mr. 
Hamilton; but it was impossible for her 1o ascertain if it were 
really him or nol, as Ijis face had never beeD revealed to her view. 
I'e had proiuiseil to see her at Pemberton Abbey, in the letter she 
hud received from him just before she left London ; but (here ap- 
peared no probability ibal he could have followed her steps with 
such exactitude upon the road, as to rest every night at the same 
spot, and without being observed during the day ; nor did there 
ap])ear any reasonable motive for his lurking about the precincts 
of the inn, ftt the dead hour of the night, without knowing that 
the would be al her chamber window, if it were really her Iw^^ 
wanted to speak to. ^^H 

The Jield of conjecture la boundless, and Fanny's imaginaliaftn^ 
wandered in it until it was weary; nor could it draw a single COD- 
cliiiion from its researches, to rest upon after the fatiguing e: 

Towards the close of the day the turrets of Pemberton Abbi 
struck the «yes of the travellers b9 Ihcy asceuded a sleep hill, fr^ 
Ihe iummit of which they beheld the rich valley in which li| 
venerable edifice was situate. 

An exclRmatiou ot pleasure hurst involuntarily from the lips C 
I'anny, as she recognised the sput where she had passed so n 
bappy days with her beloved Lady Ellincouit, whilst her heigbteo- ' 
cd colour and sparkling eyes beliayed the emotions of her hcail. 
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■You are a happy girl, Fanny,' said Lady Maiia, smiling: 
romantic admiralion of beauliful scenery svcmt to gi*e yuu 
■^1 delight; 

' It is not mere ediniralion tbat excites my pleasure now,' replied 
Fanny; ' the recolleclion of dear Triends lias its share in Ifae sweet 
Bensation. The sight of Pembetlon Abbey brings the happiest 
moments of my life to my remembrance ; and I can acarcely per- 
suade myself that the dear lady I long to embrace will not be 
there to receive me. Oh, if she weie, what hnppiness would be 
minel' 

'The scheme of happiness would be incomplete,' said Colonel 
Ross, with a sneer, ' unless the dear lord were there as well as the 
dtar lady.' 

• Must true,' answered Fanny; ' Lord Ellincourt is almost as 
dear to my heart as his aniiiible mother. I am not sure whether he 
is not quite as dear. The debt of gratitude, to his lordship, has 
Ibe claim uf priority. But for his goodness I should never have 
known that revered lady.' 

' Yon must lake care note,' said Cnl, Ross, ' how you nmkc 
such unequivocal confessions of loving his lordship. Young 
Lady Ellincourt may not like it, perhaps, so well as the dowager 
did.* 

• The love I bear Lord Ellinconrt." replied Faftny, blushing, 
' can never give offence to any body, and, I am sure, least of all 
lo the sweel lady yoii allude io,' 

'i am glad to hear it is of such a nature,' replied Colonel Ross, 
sarcastically. ' I merely spoke with the wish of cauliouing you 
against professions of regard that might give rise lo jealousy, should 
Lady Ellincourt be one of those narrow-minded women who wish 
to keep their hosbands to themselvei.' 

• Did every one consider the marria 
light that I do,' replied Fanny, ' there would need 
against an infringement of its rights.' 

As she spoke lier cheeks glowed with indignation, a 
a look ofdisd^iu at Colonel Ross tbat cut him to the soul. Yet, 
although it awakened remorse in bis depraved mind, it did not 
stimulate repentance, but rather served to inflame that desire of 
reveugc which was alrrady kindled in hti bosom, 
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Liifly Maria seemtil lost in a&lDnishmeDl as she lUleB«d iiisileoce 
to llie dispjie between her iiusbantl and Fanny. The asperily 
which was etidenl in ihe words of both surpriseil her beyond mra- 
sure; Ihe kindness with which t ha colonel had hilherlo ireslrd 
Fanny, making ihe change as wonderrul on his aide, as Fannj't 
native mildness did uo hers. 

Some secret motive muai actuate bitb; hul whal it could pos- 
sibly be, remained impervious to the shallow capacity of the good- 
natured Lady Maria. 

At length the arrival of the carriage at Pemberlon Abbe? put a 
slop to coDJeulure and resentment ; and the bnslle of establishing 
Ibemselves in their different apartments procured anusemeul for 
all the travellers. 

Fanny's miml could now admit but nne subject ; it was wholly 
absorbed in rcdecliiins on her abaPtU Trii^nds, whose images, ever 
present in her grateful heart, were now more particularly brongbt 
before her e>es, by the thousand local circumtlances calculated to 
recal the pleasing remembrance on the spot where their kindness, 
so often repeated, had endeared them to her. 

The bedroom allotted for Fauna's use, was ihe one sbe had oc- 
cupied when Lady Ellincourl was there; and as her ladyshi|>'d 
roam wns not chosen by Lady Maria, the whole suite of sparl- 
raents were at Funny's command, whnse grealeiit pleasure now con- 
fiisted in wandering through the forsaken chambers, gazing alter- 
nately on a picture of Lord Ellincourl, that was over the chimney 
in Ihe dressing roam, and another of his amiable mother, which 
hung in the adjoining bed-room. It seemed, as she coniemplaied 
Ihe senseless canvass, as if ihe, features so admirably pourtrayed 
upon its surface, sympathised in the sufferings she complained of. 

Lady EilinCDUrt wore the expression of the temleresi pily, whdst 
thoae of her son appeared animated by the glow of spirited resent^ 
ment. 

' Dear shades of my distant proteclors 1' exclaimed Fantiy, 
Iropbising Ihe portraits she was looking at, ' wiiy can ye not 
assist the forlorn object of your solicitude t Why am I doomed to 
suffer the tyranny ol oppression, even in the very house where mj 
infant heart tifst learnt lite pleasing lessons of gratitude and a^BM 
lion? But why do 1 call myself forlorn } Am 1 not ufldw^l 
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immediate protection of heuVeD 1 Can any power, however mighty, 
prevail against the arm of Omnipotence? To that benign guardian- 
ship I commend myself, whose watchful eye will not suffer confid- 
ing innocence to trust in vain !' ^ 

With thoughts such as these dia the artless Fanny endeavour to 
soothe her perturbed mind ; and by placing a confidence in heaven, 
she soon found her terrors subside, and that peace which the world 
can neither give nor take away became the inmate of her heart. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



Painful Suspense, 

Xt is time now to return to Miss Stanhope and the Duke of Albe- 
marle^ for whose nuptials every preparation went on with the ut- 
most celerity. 

, To have seen Amelia in the midst of the crowd of milliners, 
. dress-makers, jewellers, Sec, Sec. that daily surrounded her, giving 
orders for the various articles of finery necessary to render her 
bridal pomp complete, nobody would have imagined that she was 
determined never to fulfil the contract for which she was preparing; 
indeed that she had already put it out of her power to do so. 

It is impossible to describe the aniiety of mind which the Duke 
of Albemarle suffered, during the continuance of this suspense; 
for, notwithstanding Miss Stanhope's promises to render the scheme 
of the marriage abortive, and her injunction to him to rely implicit- 
ly upon her faith, he could not divest himself wholly of doubt and 
distrust; and he would most assuredly have disclosed the truth to 
his uncle, had his own safety alone been endangered by so doing. 

The Duke of Albemarle was naturally open and candid, and the 
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uiry viliicli lie had unileilHli^n pained 



ledhi^H 



pari so full of duplii: 
ceediagly. 

Conversing one dny with Lnril Somrrtown, on Ihe subject efhif 
approaching marriagi- willi Mas Stsniiope, he became audilenly per- 
pleied, his colour heiE-htcned, and his hcsiialtn<;accciiU belrayed 
thf perturbation of hW breast. His uncle perceiving liii confusion, 
andattributingillo bis retuclatice lo marry MissSlanbope, allhoiigh 
he did not suspect lits nephew of any iiitenlinu to deceive faioi, 
regarded liim with a stern look, and speaking in ihat under tone 
which is so espressive of deliberate malice, he said, • Wbalevcr 
may be your thoughts, Henry, on ihe union I have decided upon, 
tell tlieoi iiol to we ; and beware how your aclious betray a design 
to oppose my wishes. You are in tlie toil nf the fowler, and cannot 
escape Ihe meshes that enclose you. You will perhaps tell me, yuu 
despise poverty, and are fearless of my displeasure. But answer 
me, boy, can you brave death ? not your own death, but tlie 
eilinctiim of that painted butterfly you doit upon?' The duke 
involuntarily shuddered, ' Yes,' continued Lord Sooerlown, 
' that insect is in my power, and I tell you ike dies, iostanlly dies, 
should auy act of disobedience on your part call down aiy ven- 
geance upon her. I now leave you (o your own decision. Oue 
step, one single step of yours will hurl your mimoo In destiuc- 
lion !' 

Lord Somertiiwn did not wait for Ihe duke's answer, but it- 
stanlly quilling tlie room, left him lo the meditations liis hon9j 
ipeecli hail excited. 

It is impiisaiblc to describe (be dnke's feelings; BcarceH| 
deed, could be analyze them himself, such a mixture were thi 
anger and apprehension, indignation and anguish. Like a lion 
struggling in the toils of the hunter, bis rage could only be equalled 
by his grief at the total subversion of his power. 

Li regard to Lord Sumertowu's assertion, ihat be held Fanny in 
his power, the duke, however, flattered himself that it was made 
only with a view to alarm him. The proteclioD of Lady Marii 
Koss, he judged, was too respectable to admit anv doubt of her 
actual safety, at leist for the present ; bnl he knew the cruel vin- 
dictive temper of bis uncle loo well to doubt that he would find 
some mode of rcven>;in« himself upon ihat hapless girl, at some 
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future nppoTlDnily, sliould any action of his nfphew'g seem lo 
authoriEe Ifae proceeding. Thui circumstanced, llie duke wn« 
under the necessity of comu>ilting himself tu tlie guidnnce of 
Amelia, and to await, in tTemUA, expectation, llie result of lier 
■cheme for dissolving the union.Wl was eijiially necessary that he 
ihould assume such id appearance of (lanqiiillily as was very fo- 
reign to the feelings of liis lieart, but which was iudispensahle, if 
be hoped lo impose upon his uncle. 

The lime, however, approached with rapid stiiilea, and no ac- 
tion of Mils Slauhoi>e'B seemed to autliorize the hopes she had 
given. 

A thousand douht» disturbed the mind of ber appointed bride- 
groom, who suffered without dating to complain. She sanr, hut 
look no notice of his suSeilngs, wiihoul it was to add to Ihem by 
some link Hipiwney; sone question, relative to a future arrange- 
ment, that was made with such nn air olseriousnt^ss as never failrd 
to give added poigoincy to his already irritated feelings. She 
would then laugh at his ' dolef at looks,' as sbe called the appear- 
ance of anguish, that in spite of his best efforts would steal over 
lus features whilst suffering under the tortures of prolonged sui> 

* Your grace gives me but a melancholy prospect,' said sbe one 
day, ' when 1 try to peep over the matrimonial pale, by picturing 
to myself the feUcily of our future conjugal telea tries. That 
long face of yours would make tin exceUent model far a bust of 
Trophonias, 1 dare say a week of your company will have as good 
an effect upon my vivacity, as a visit of the same length lo the cave 
of that laugbter-quelling gentleman. Depend opou il, I shall 
never even smile again after the holy noose is tied ; so excuse me 
for making the best of my time now.' And away ran the giddy 
girl, laughing at the poor duke's distress in the most unmerciful 
manner. 

At the sigtiiug of the marriage articles, the Duke of Albemarle 
expected that Amelia would make the promised declaration of her 
avetsion to the proposed marriage ; hut to his uaapeakablc disap- 
pointmejit and sui^iic. Miss Stanhope appeared in more than 
usual spirits »n ihe uccasino, and- introduced a gentlejoan to wit* 
ness Ihe deed by his.ugualute, lo.whom she said she bad promised 
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that honour in a frolic, one day, and who now claincd the fulfil- 
ment of her promise with an earnestness she could not repress. . 
Her guardian and Lord Somertown yielded to what they supposed 
a giddy whim, and Sir Edward^feMliington (for he was the geo« 
tleinan,) wrote, his name where fllRawyers directed him ; nor did 
the Duke of- Albemarle perceive any irregularity in the placing of 
the other names, although his grace appeared to be poring over 
the fatal instrument longer than any other person present. 

I will not pretend to describe what were his feelings when twelve 
o'clock the next day was fixed upon for his nuptials, nor attempt 
to delineate the agonized expression of his features when, as he was 
leading Miss Stanhope into the drawing-room, after the signature 
of the articles, she said in a half whisper, ' I have succeeded even 
beyond my hopes; my happiness is now ensured; and I hope to- 
morrow will appear to your grace, as it does to me, the harbinger 
of love and joy.' 

The duke endeavoured to make an answer, but the words died 
upon his lips, for as he looked up, he perceived his uncle observ- 
ing him with fury sparkling in his eyes ; and, as he passed hinu 
uttered these words iu an under voice, 'I see your reluctance, 
your ungrateful delinquency ; but beware. Remember you are 
passing sentence upon your minion.' 



CHAPTER XXV. 



The NuptiaU. 

/XFTER a sleepless night, the morning broke upon the Duke of 
Albemarle ; no hint had been given him, by the merciless Amelia, 
to cheer his flagging spirits, and he now-began to think himself the 
dnpe of a mean artifice. ' She saw my reluctance to marry her/ 
said he, mentally | * and fearful lest my repugnance should snr« 
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mount every other coDsiileratioi 
sen (intents to Lord Soinettowii, 
disguiic to entrap me iecurely. 
charms in ber eyes tliau honoufl 
suchawomiin? No! evefyfeelij 
ides. How can I lislen lu ihal 
nion of the sacred ceremony, 
of Judgment^' Cao 1 listen. 1 






me to duclare my 
ahe Las stooped to llie meanest 
The ducal coronet has grealcr 
■Integrity, And ihaW I mtirry 
Pt my soul recoiU from ihebure 
wful eiljoriaiion at llie commu- 
shall answer at the great Day 
anil llien consent U) rush on 
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wilful perjary ? Impossible ! If. indeed, 
tremiiy, I will ihruw off the disguise that 
ings, even at the foot of the altar. Bui 
at 7 Lord Somertown will then wreak I 
lovely object of my aifeclion. and Irans6 
keener shaft than any suffering ioflicled o 



[ ant driven to Ihal ex- 
o ill conui'als my fed* 
al»s ! what do 1 rave 
s vengeance upon liie 
ray heart wiih a fur 
Yet surely 
I reach 



I shall have lime enough to warn faer of dangrr ere ii t 
lier.' 

With Ihoughts like these was ihe mind of the unhappy lover 
perplexed; and so absent was he lo every Ihiug relaliug to the 
business of the morning, tUtit he made the whole parly wail above 
half art hour, by neglecting lo dress himself in lime. When he 
arrived at Lord Peters field's, where the ceremony was to be per- 
formed, he found all the company assembled, and received a 
severe rebuke from Loid Suiuerlotvn lor his remissness. 

' Make ihe best apology you can to your bride,' said his lord- 
ship, ' she deserves it of jou ; for she has bortie your neglect with 
unparalleled good humour.' 

The duke advanced to lake Miss Stanhope's hand, who stoop- 
ing forward, said in a low voice, whilst an arch smile played on 
her lips: 



' For a laggard in love, and a dastard in war, 
L^^ ' Wa» to wed the fair Ellm of young Lochinvdr.' 

' ^^'■Tlie duke paid but little attention lo her words, however, for 
lii> whole frame shook with agony when he saw the Bishop of 

P- , who was waiting lo perform the ceremony, open his book, 

i beard his voice, reading the awful exhoriation jusi now illud- 
A mist seemed to cover hit eye>, and a sickness seized his 
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bcirl ; fur Amelia slood pauively, and ietm'tag\y Bssenling lo Uie 
cnmpliancc of ibe sacrifice. When, liowever, ibt bbtiop made • 
liltle pause, al ibe end of the aolemo exordium, Amelia stepped 
forward. ^^ 

< Slop,' said she, ' llial awl'^ppeal lo mjr sincerity demanda > 
serious agswer. Vou esliort me not lo coaccalany impetliment lint 
may forbid roy union with Henry Pierrepoiot, Duke of Albemarle, 
and 1 know of one that is insurmountable.' 

The whole company were struck witti aslonishraeol, the duke'i 
couDlenance brightened, but Lord Someitowu, clapping bishandi 
Ingelher, enclnimed, 'Some infernal plot has been hatching; but 
beware, boy, how you triDe wilh >n«/' 

The bistiop commanded silence by waving hi:> hand, and thea 
addressed iMits Stanhope. 

' This is a strange lime, mailsra,' said he, in an impressive tone, 
• lo start objections (o a union to which you have hilherlo appear- 
ed lo assent ; and let me tell ynu, with (he candout ibat becoises 
my holy funclion, that you have been guilty «f gteal levity, in luf. 
fi ring mailers to go so far before joii make known jour objeeliow 
to the marriage we are all met here to see soleuniaed. It ii 
Iheleas, ntceasjry those objeclions should be known ; I 
therefore lo hear Ihem.' 

■1 entreat jour lurdship not to censure my conduct,' said Amelii, 
* under the impression thai levilg induced mr to act as I have duue, 
since I can solemnly assure you, thai 1 acted from a far bellet 
motive. The marriage which was to be cemenled between the 
Duke of Albemarle and me, was a union of inleresl, projecled hy 
our friends, without consulting our inclinailuns; and from llie 
first moment I Has informed of the circumstance, I determined 
thai it should never lake place. Unlit very Utely, I imagined ihsl 
my fortune would be ibe forfeit of my disobedience: bui I bsve 
lately been better informed. And 1 determined to be revenged of 
Lord Soraertown for the artifice he had used lo deceive me, by 
deceiving him in my turn, and making him come lo my wedding 
without marrying his nephew. I felt perfectly i 
duke would feel no disappointment in losing n 
have kept him in ignorance uolil ibis miAnenl; 
when he look my hand just now,' that it was my ioteation la natty 
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faim. That, however, is no longer ia m; power, as I was married 
liiU morning la Sir Everard Mornitigluii. Tlie banns were rtgulat- 
ly puttliabed, and wv liave been legally married at our pnrish 
church, as ihai certificale will llto*,' producing one at she spuke, 

' One thing, huwever,' said J^l Somettown, inlernipling Ame- 
lia, ' one thing, however, jnur tagacity has overlooked ; the lig- 
nature of the marriige articles will Hi least entitle Henrj to half 
your fortune, madam.' 

' No, my lord,' replied Amelia, ' it is your lordship's sagacity 
that was/auUif there. The marriage arlicles that were signed 
yesterday, were made in Sir Eferurd Mnrniugton'a aame ; ihe sig- 
natures were duly ptiiced : and the deeds, sealed and executed in 
your lordship's presence, and raiified by your lordship's sign 
manual, secure to him and his heiiii for ever, the same pruporiion 
of my foiluiie as would haw belonged to the Duke of Albemarle 
bad Ihe writings been drawn up in his grace's name.' 

Lord Sumerlown stamped his foot iu a paroxysm of rage. The 
bishop again waved bis hand to atop the lorrenl of passion, which 
be saw ready lo bunt from the lips of the angry nobleman. 

'1 repeat,' said the reverend prelate, 'that it was extremely 
reprehensible lo defer this explanalion until now ; nor have you yet 
adduced any thing, in yuur argument, to acquit you of the levity I 
censured. Surely, madam, this declitralion might as well have 
been made at ibe signaiure of the articles, as at rhis momeui.' 

• No, my lord,' replied Amelia, ' I was then aminor, end some 
(ffectuiil step would have been taken, lo prevent what 1 have now 
accompiiihed. 1 am of age to-day; and Ibe &rsl act of my majo- 
rity was to bestow ojy hatiil where my heart was already. I could 
not with prudence venture on an explanalion sooner, nor could I 
consistent with Irulk defer it any longer. 1 shall now tdke my leave 
of this kind assembly, who, having met expressly to celebrate my 
nupliab, cannot surely refuse their congratulalions on their happy 
compleiion, so much to my own satisfaction. My husband is 
waiting for me in a carriage at Ibe door. 1 particularly requested 
bim HOI lo enter tlie house, as I feared some ailercstioii migbl lake 
place in ibe first heat of resentment, wfaicli on cooler reflection 
will, 1 am sure, be deemed useless and ridiculous, even by Lord 
Somertonn himself,' 
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' Lord Somerloirn,' i 
■o cKHily uppea>i;rt as yai 
opporlunily of calling 
whoie cowardice is now 
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il)st angry nobk-inan, ' will not be 
magiDe, madau. He will find aa 
1 llie dastardly incendiaiy, 
ludacity of his wi/e.' 
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' Nay, never threaten, my gofBtBrd,' replied Amelia, smiling 
conteinpluoiisly. ' If you meddle with Sir Everard you will find 
him no coward. The disparity of your ages will insure your own 
sarely: for he would not lift his timid agaiiisl an old man. But 
lake care how you atleinpl any brum raprdiliun against liiin : yOu 
may nol he su forlunate as vour fHllier was, in Ihe Kensington 
Gardeni affair. Lord Durham fell wilh»ut invenigalion of llie 
cause of liis ileaih, by lli^ise who had a right to make it ; but sus- 
picion, wiih her thousand tongues, has whispered dreadful things. 
Come/ continued «he, turning lo ihe duke, and offering her hand 
to him with a smile, ' you may safvly receive ihis now ; so lend me 
gallantly down atdirt.' Then, turning to the company, she repeal- 
ed the last lines of Lady Heron's song: 



' She is won, we are gone over, 

' TAey Havejleet steeds that fallow, cried ^oung Lochint 
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The duke mechanically took the proffered hand, and led tl 
Irepid Amelia to the carriage that wailed for lier, whilst the groupa' 
she had left behind her stood looking upon each other in speechleii 
astonishment, 

' A thousand blessings attend yon, lovely Amelia,' said Ihe duke, 
as he assisted Lady Morningiou to ascend the dashing vehicle; 
' a thousand blessings alieod you, and may you be as happy as 
jou have made me.' 

' Thank you, thank you,' replied she, smiling, ' I am glad you 
are in a good humour wiih me again ; for you have looked to 
band-iike for this fortnight past, thai you made me hesitate wl 
1 should become a wile or not,' 

Sir Everard Morninglon received his lovely bride with rapl 
and, bowing to the duke, the gay barouche, wilb four beautiful 
grey horses, dashed off in the true style of prime driving, and llie 
duke returned to ibe party above stairs. 



'You ate very kwnble to your jilt of a 



lenry. 
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Lord Somerlown to bis iiepfaew ; * for m^ part, I wouM sooner 
have kicked than handed her down siairs. Shr carri^R Ifaings with 
a high hand just now, but I will see whelht^r there la uot anme re- 
dteis to be obtaloed Tor the insullLshe has offtreil me. There ia » 
great deal of ooonivance in tbenole Hffair,' added he, glancing a 
louk of displeasure ai ihe Marquis of Prietsfield : • hut I had no 
right to expect unj thing else frmn a Trentham.' Tlit marqiiia was 
a weak maiii and had always fell afraid of Lord Someriown, he 
therefore attempted an explanation, but Lord Someriown refuted 
to iisleti lo it : and, linging for his carriage, he made a stiff bow to 
the company, and left the house, As he was quitting the room, 
lie turned lo his nephew, and said, in a sarcastic tone, ' You may 
accompany me, if you please ; but not unless you feel inclined to 
do so. Frihaps it might be more agree&bte to you to stay here, 
and celebrate the nuptials of the AmaEonian fary who has just 
jilted you.' 

The duke made no answer to litis angry speech, except by fol- 
lowing bi9 uncle down slairs. During the whole of their drive 
home neither parly uttered a syllable, and when they arrived in 
Hanover Square, they retired lo their respective apartiiienls. At 
dinner time, ihe duhe was astonished lo lind his uncle in the most 
perfect good humour possible, with not a cloud remaining upon 
bis countenance. As soon as Ihe cloth was removed, and the ser- 
vaels withdrawn. Lord Someriown told his nephew, ihat he bad 
been weighing matters in bis own mind, and upnn mature conside- 
ration he did not see that cause for regret, in the loss of Miss 
Stanhope, which he wai at first inclined lo indulge in : ' Her for- 
lune, ample as it is, would not be an equivalent,' said he, ' for 
the torment of being married lo such a virago. By heavens,. 1 am 
glad you have escaped her, Henry. I never was so disgusted wilb 
any woman before: I Me none of her worthless mk, bat I hate 
her. Now (ell me, honestly, are you glad >be has served you Ihii 
trick r 

' I am certainly not Mtrj/,' answered the duke, ' because my 

heart being engaged lo another. Miss Stanhope's merits are lost 

upon me i' 

^^*U is, indeed, a pitj' any one should be blind to her anperla- 

HBfcnerits,' answered Lord Sonerlown. ' I hope the ceaekmaa 
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baronet tbe has married will be aeoiibb of her worth, snd make 
bet muibte f>{ bis. He will Dut do her juMice if he spitreg lii* 
horiewhip ; but she is beneath my notice. 1 intend lier one flior- 
tilicalion, and iheii I abalt have done willi her. I know nnrhing 
will vex Iier equal to your marTytng directly. H<?r vanity urnul'l 
be gratilied, by haTJng it supposed, tliitl yuu W' re dyin|> of pique 
•1 her cruelty : 1 will therefore give my consent to your marrying 
thai pretty girl, whose charms made inch an ioipressisn upon JW^jb 
wbitilshe was in town. I mean Fanny, ibe namtleu beauty. 'VMl 
■eetn thunderstruck ; what rfon'I you uiiHersland meP* *flH 

' I am astiDiahed,' answered the duke, 'at such a sudden reltf"^ 
luttun in your lordthip's opinion.' 

' Well, then, you may auspend your astonishment, and prepare 
to set out for Pemberlnn Abbey next week. Do oat defer it any 
longer, k-»t Hamilton sbnuld foreslal you there, as Sir Everard 
Morniugton lias done here, f understand he has gone down after 
ber ; but you know, I suppose, wbethrr the girl is inclined to fa- 
vour your suit in preference (o his. If she is, you have my leave 
to address lier. Does tlie booby uaderstand me? You look as if 
yOM had lost yonrpoweis of comprehension.' 

• I am indeed lo wonderstruck,' replied the duke, ' that I can 
bacdiy (rust the evidence of my senses." 

' Are yOB wHIiog that it should be^ 1 sayT naked Lord Somer- 
town. 

* Most assuredly 1 an,' answered the duke, ' but feel afraid 10_ 
indulge in t^ie^topesyoilr lordship bas awakened, fell lliey al 
leed lo disappoinlmenir.' 

I'Nay, l+ien, if'that be all, fear nothing,' «joined Lord SoflB 
town. ' Y«u qnghi lo know me by tbis time, Dial wbat I promise 
I generally perform. Set out, therefore, to-morrow fur Pender- 
ton Abbey ; and, if Hamilton bas not yet married the girl, t*ke 
bet for your wife. You have my consent, I tell you ; but let tne 
bear nothing further now upon the silly subject.' 

Tlie duke was going to reply, but Lord Somertowii'i eye re- 
proved him ; and be tirerely bowed, and left (lie room. He retired 
tu bis own apurlnient, aud r»ng for bis servant to give orders re- 
apectjog bis ioiended journey, which be determined lo conimeDCe 
Ihf fir»1 day uf ibe ensuing week. Vet still, amid»t |>feparalioitl 
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thai seemed calculated to fill hU heart with Joy> a strange pre- 
wnlimeDt of evil intruilerf Itself opon h'u mind. This newly- 
adopted scfaeine of his uncle's was so sudden, that he cuiild not 
help fearing some deep design was concealed beneath the specious 
covering at' pretended indulj^eoce. Full well did he know, that a 
wiah to give pleusure had never >et pervaded his uncle's heart. 
He was sure, therefore, iliut he must have sume maliuioits end in 
view, in consenting to his addressing Fann]' ; and he feared, that 
of inor(i()ing Ametia was not a inoliv« sufficiently strong to induoT 
liim to take tiie step he had done. Bui although the duke's cuinct 
was thus harassed hj cor^jectures the most painful, he was obliged 
to act as if sntistied ihal Lord Somertowu's uitenliont towards biot 
nere actuated by the purest benevolence. 

To these cnnjeclures we. will now leave him, and return to Peiu- 
bertonAbhey, where we left poor Fanny apostrophising the sense- 
less shades of her dittaut Triends, and vainly calling upuD them foi 

it assistance she wanted. 



CHAPTER XXVf. 



A Father. 



V^NB tngdt, when Fanny was retiring to rest, she found a seau 
note upon her toilet, superscribed to herself. Surprise, and some- 
thing like fear, seized her mind as with trembling hand she broke 
the seal of this mysterious address ; for mysterious it must appear, 
lhal a note should be left upon her dressing-tuble, in a place 
where she knew nobody beyond the wallsof the hitu^e she inhabited. 

On opening the paper she found it was from Mr, Hauiillon. It 
eontained the following words : 

' I have kept my word, and am now an inhabitant of the bouse 
that coBtaiDs you. This assertion startles yon, no duubi ; but when 
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we meet I will explain the mystery to your satiifactiivn. 
now no Joubis remaining respecting ivhoyou are, nei I lien will 
when yoii hear the wonders I have to relali 

•Be not alarmed at my entering your chamber to-morrow nJ 
at twelve o'clock; I aball then cr>n(liict you to an old friendj 
will convince you that you are indeed my daughter. Yti, beloved 
Fanny, you liave found s futher in the man who now uses the name 
of Hamilton f 

* ' Merciful heaven I' exclaimed Fanny, lifting up her hands, and 
ilropping the note which had excited guch emotion In her heart. 
' Can it then be, that I have found a parent ? All-powerful OBliire! 
it was thy voice that spoke within me, when liral 1 beheld llie 
author of my being; it was thy power that called forth my affec- 
tion with such irresistible force, and bid me love, before 1 knew 
my father ! Alas ! how shall 1 bear the itgitalion, that now har- 
rows up my feelings, lor so many hours as those that must inter- 
vene before the time appointed fur our meeting V 

Full of emotions such as these, poor Fanny paced up and down 
Iier chamber, forgetful of the waning night, and incapable of 
calming her perturbed iuiaginalion. Sometimes she felt 
ecstasy of joy, that she could scarcely flatter herself the picture 
her fancy drew, of the hu|)piness awaiting her, could really bi 
true one. A doubt would then obtrude itself, that perhaps 
was some nrlifice to ensnare her. And she recollected, with disi 
that Mr. Hamilton was a toinl stranger to her; and that, whsi 
might be the instinctive aSecliou she had felt for him, she 
yet no certain proof that he was worthy of the confidence she 
repose in him, when she was called upon to commit herself to' 
guidance at the dead hour of the night, and suffer Jiim to lead her 
to some sequestered spot, impervious to the knowledge even of 
those who inhabited the same house. 

These were appalling reflections ; yet could they not subdue the 
impulse she fell to obey the sunimonn, and learn lier origiirf front 
the lips of a soi-disant parent. 

After several hours spent in the most painful Bgilatiod, her 
:d frame seemed ready to sink under the combined poweratil' 
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k wearied Irame seemed ready to sink under the combined poweraof 
emotion and fatigue ; and unable my longer to bear up agd^^H 
iheir force, Fanny threw herself, dressed as ehe was, upon bet ||^^^| 
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A deep alumber souii seuled her lenses, aod she awoke not until the 
■un had been some time risen. Her tiist thougbl, on atatling froin 
her bed. wu) lu look lor Mr. Haraillon's note, whicli she reiollecleJ 
she had dropped from her hand in the Arsl moraents of Ijer aslonish' 
ment at reading ilii mysterious conleuls. She wished to re-peruse it, 
as she remembered the pecnliiir manner In which the nole conclud- 
ed, wliere her father said, he now uW ihe name of Hauiillon; 
implying, that it was not ihe one ibat properly belonged lo hiai. 

What Colonel Ross lia<l said of \ih prettnding to be a gentleman, 
and his former assertion, ibal he remembered his being tried for 
swiudUng, recurred lo her reDiembrance, and helped to increase 
her perplexity. As she sought for the note, her eagerness to re- 
peiuse it increased. What then was her conslernaiion and diamay 
when, having spent about half Au hour in ibe search, she was 
obliged to yield lo Ibe conviction that the paper was no where lo 
be found. At first lier terror was excessive, as ibe loss was as 
unaccounlable as it was unfortunate. Tbal llie Dole had been con- 
veyed out ol ber roiim, during her sleep, was evident, but by 
vvboni was a point ii was iuipossible lo determine; and whoever 
was in possession of that paper was master of llie secret it con- 
tained. When, however, Fanny reflected that the nole had been 
placed upon her table bv an invisible band, jlie concluded that ibe 
same person had resumed it whilst her sleep had enabled (hero to 
do so unperceived. It was, liowevei, an unpleasant circumilance 
to be at the mercy of. a being who could enlet her cbamber at any 
hour they pleased, aud even without her knowkdgr. %be now re- 
called tumind the circumstance that occurred the first lime she 
spent Ibe holidays at Fembertou Abbey, when she had been 
awakened in Ibe night by the appearance of her mamiaa Sydney^ 
at her bed-side. 

The pains thai had been taken to conviuce her ihat tbe appari- 
tion was tbe creature of her own iniagiuation, or Ihe effect of a 
dream, had never been able to eradicate tbe impression it had 
made upon her mind, and she still retained tlie most perfect re- 
membrnnee of Ibe eircumsiauce. Site recollected, loo, the mys- 
terious way in whickihe visitor disappeared, and the pains Lady 
Ellincourl bad bea at lo ascertain whether or no there was any 
private cnlfauce lolhe aparlineDl Fanny slept iu ; the reiull of tbe 
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invesligalJon hid been a conviction lh*l ihere was no lucli Ihiug, 
'iind thai there wait no communicnlum from ihni roam bul tbruugb 
the door Ibat led to Lady Ellincuurl'a HpHrtineiiN TtHr recent oc- 
currence of the note Iiaving been placed upon lier lalile, and after- 
wards removed by the same inviaiblf linnd, proved the fallacy uf 
Lady EllincouM's reai^arches, ami she now Mt convinced iliiil hw 
iufauliiie ideas, respecting P^inherton Abbey bring the place of 
lier earliest reiidencr, were perfectly correct. These reflectiftm 
«lTen|Q;lliened her reliunce upon ber newly-fouiid patent; and sbe 
longed for lite nrrivai of the imporlant mAmeni, which was to re- 
veal the secret of her birth, hitheito so darkly enveloped En 
mystery. 

The hour of breakfast now approached, and Fanny repaired to 
lierfoiiet to arrange her dress, and lo remove, asmnch as piHsiblc, 
the traces of emotion and trouble wiiieh had been impressed upon 
hcrcounietiBnce. She succeeded tolerably well, and deitccnded lo 
the breakfast parlour with a face dressed iu smiles. 

Lady Maria was already there, and as soi'n as Fanny entered slie 
called out, witha good-huDioured laugh, "Great news! impuftunt 
news in the London GmrHe I' 

' What news, dear Lady Maria V ashed Fanny, eagerly. 

' Miss Stanhope is married, and the town talks of nothing else !' 

Fanny's countenance fell instantly, as Lady Maria fintabed the 
sentence. ' She is no longer Mies Stanhope then,' aaid she, ' but 
the Dutchess of Albemarle,' 

•Oh, no,' answered Lady Maria, ' you are not at all in the secret: 
Amelia is married, but not In (be Duke: and there is the mighty 
wonder of the story.' Lady Miiria then read, ftoai (he newspa{>er 
she held in her hand, the chief of those circumstances thai have 
already been rclaled respectiug Amelia's coup-de-maiH. The arti- 
fice of substituting deeds drawn in Sir Evetard Morniiigton's name 
for the marriage articles, instead of those that had been drawn up 
for the Duke, was parlicuisrly dwelt upon by (he newspaper wits, 
who slyled Lady Mornington Napoleon in petlieoals. 

Fanny fell comparatively indifferent lo any of the parliculara, 
bnt that which spoke of the rupture of the oqptract between Am> 
lia and Ibe Duke; that news was doubly vm 
imagination had already been expaliatrug in the field of probaU 
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and foiiHIy ttncying, that when her birth was ascertained, it rniglit 
be found such as did nol preclude Ibc possibility of tlie union ber 
b^art was most inclined lo wisb for. 

Of Amelia's parlialiiy for Sir Everard MorningloD, Faony lad 
been long convinced ; and tUe rejoiced itiui l>ei frienit's iitgenailjr 
had supplied ber wiih tlie means oF >>» des[erousty subslilniing ihe 
man sIik did like, for Ihe one for ivhom she had always expressed 
ihe moit decided aversion. The means had, indeeit, lirei) ^uch 
as Fanny could not have tidvertei) tu: but the con'rast in ihe dis- 
posilions of herseli Mii'i lier friend was »irikin(; in aimosl every other 
ftarliculur, and therefore it was not surprising that ibey diltered in 
this. 

When Col. Ross came in to breakfaal, he said, ' Are iheie any 
letters Ihis tnurninj;?' 

'Oh dear,' replied Lady Maria, ' I declare I was so taken up 
with Ihe newspaper that I forgot (be lelters ; here are sevetaV 
added she, ' and amongst iheut two fi>r j'Ou, Fanny.' 

When Fanny took the ieliers iulo her hand, she recognized ihe 
writing of her beloved Lady EiNncourl on Ihe superscription of ihe 
first she looked at. An exclamation of joy burst from her lips at 
the welcome sight, and she retired lo one of ihe winda^ts ^o peruse 
her treasure. Wba^ was her rapture theu on reading the foUuwiug 

' 1 know you will rejoice, my beloved Fanny, to hear that n; 
shall soon embrace you. We have taken our passage on board a 
ship of war. and are waiting for a convoy. We shall therefore, in 
all probability, soon follow (his letter. The distracted sl^te of Ihis 
country renders a longer residence here estremely dangerous. You 
may therefore depend upon soon seeing us.* 

Fanny could read ao farther, hut running up to Lady Maria, 
she put Ihe Idler into her hands, then burst into tears. 

 What is Ihe matter, my dear}' said Lady Maria, iu a tone of 
alarm. 

' Nothing but joy,' replied Fanny, smiling through her lears. 
' My best friends are telurning. I shall embrace them oDce more. 
1 think all happiness comes together.' 

As Fanny pronounced the last words. Colonel Ross cast a peoe> 
trnling glance towards her, that confused ber. 
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' Have you aay other great cause for tpjaieing?' laid he.-^ 
hope you rest yciur depeiidBDce upon lure grounds.' 

Fanny made uo reply, but opening tier other letter, she prelewt- 
ed to be deeply engaged with lEiut. It was from Lady Moroing- 
lon, sud wriiteu in her accuilomed style of giddiness. After re- 
coijiiling the patiiculHO of her manoeuvres, which ar« already 
knuwii, she wrote as follows : 

' What does my dear Paany think of my skill as a Genenlt 
Should you not suppose thai 1 had studied under the auspices of 
the tillle Corsicanl Indeed I am inclined to think I iurpats him 
in finesie; iinil in stage effect nij drama is unrivulled. I alwayi 
told you I meant In ilramalize Lady Heron'^ song ; and so 1 hive 
you see. Sir Bveriird made an excellent young Lochinvar, and he 
carried Die off in the true style of romance, A barouche was sub- 
stituted for Ihe steed, and that was mllier an improvemenl, as 1 
should not have very well relished the bein^ jumbled upon the crup- 
per of a horse, like fair Ellen of Nutherby, allliough 1 frit quite a) 
much inclined to play the heroine us she could. And I must (ell 
you who played their part to the life, too ; yuur friend the Duke of 
Albemarle was quite at home in the character of the " Poorcravm 
JSrid^gToom," for he lilerttlly siiid " never a teord." And although 
he could not stand "dangling his bonnet and plume," because he 
had not got one, he found an excellent subalilnle in his HUtcli, 
which be look out about teu limes in a minute, and conaultcd 
with as much gravity as if he tras feeling the pulses of all the com- 
pany, I believe if any body could havedoite that kind oifice t^lily, ibey 
would have found some symploms of fiver in two or three of the bri- 
dal throng ; poor Lord Someriown in particular. I really thought 
the old fellow would have beaten me. You never saw such a tur> 
key-cock in your life as lie looked, wheu I made my daring decla- 
ration; and Ihe good Bishop too, he was preciously angry, and 
read me such a lecture upon levity as would have done mc good 
at any other time. Bui, you know, the preaching prudence to a 
person who has just married against her fiicuds' consent, is like a 
physician prescribing for a dead patient. I dare say poor Albe- 
marle had a sound drubbing when his old uncle got the child home. 
By ibe bye, I think the Duke carries his ideas of subordinaiia 
little too far, for he is as much afraid of offending Lord I 
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town as any school-boy of his pedagogue. I hope^ when you 
have him^ you will teach him to be a little more independent; but 
lameness is unfortunately your failing as well as your lover's, and 
so I am afraid you will make but a spiritless couple. I believe we 
must take compassion upon you, aud give you a few lessons in the 
science of independence. Sir Everard and f are going to write a 
book, in concert, and the title is to be, ** Nature Reversed ; or the 
Spirit of England." By this treatise we intend to emancipate the 
minds of our readers from the silly trammels of prejudice and 
custom, and show that children ought to command their parents, 
tutors, guardians, &c. servants their masters, and wives their 
busbands ; nay, even the brute tribe will find their advantage in 
this benevolent publication, as it will teach a valuable method of 
training rats (a certain young nobleman, it is saidt has made this 
valuable discovery, that* rats fed upon live kittens and milk, are a 
match at close fighting/or the stoutest cat that can he found! ! !) 
to kill cats, and thereby deliver that injured part of the creation 
from the persecution they have hitherto groaned under. Don't 
you long to read our learned labour. But, my dear, it will take so 
long composing, revising and correcting, that you must wait longer 
than I fear you will like. But^ however, you shall not remain un- 
instructed all that tedious period. We intend passing the honeys 
moon at this place,' namely, Mornington Park, in Lancashire; 
and in our way from hence to London we design to favour you 
with a visit en passant, and then we shall see what we can make of 
you. I make no doubt you will receive a visit from the Duke of 
Albemarle long before that time ; if you should^ pray don't forget 
to tell him, with my compliments, that f never saw him look so 
animated, as when he blessed me and thanked me, at parting, for 
running away from him. Adieu.' 

Thus concluded this giddy epistle, and Fanny could not forbear 
laughing at her lively friend, although her heart did not entirely 
acquit her of the levity attributed to her conduct by the worthy 
prelate who had lectured her. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



An affecting Interview, 

X^ AN NY's anxiety to have the mystery of her birth elucidated, 
made the day appear particularly tedious that intervened between 
her impatience and the hour appointed by Mr. Hamilton for their 
nocturnal meeting ; yet, as the moment approached, she felt dis- 
mayed, and almost unequal to the undertaking. A thousand times 
was she on the point of making Lady Maria her confidant, yet 
something withheld her from doing so^ although the secret trembled 
on her lips. The idea of meeting a stranger alone at the dead hour 
of the night, and confiding herself to his guidance, to be led she 
knew not whither, had something truly terrific in it ; yet such was 
her eagerness to penetrate the mystery that involved her, and such 
her instinctive reliance upon Mr. Hamilton's integrity, that she 
kept her resolution of meeting him, notwithstanding the well- 
grounded fears that assailed her. Her stiflecl emotions, however, 
made her extremely absent ; and Colonel Ross remarked it several 
times, in the course of the day, with some asperity. Once, indeed, 
he observed in a sarcastic tone, that Fanny appeared as full of 
abstraction as if she were on the eve of some important event, 

* One would imagine,' said he, ' that you were going to be aurr- 
ried. Pray is the Duke of Albemarle, or Mr. Hamilton, the happy . 
object of your contemplations? Or is it your old fiiend Lord 
EUincourtr 

' I have been thinking of them all in their turn,' .replied Faony, 
with a spirit that surprised herself. 

'A confession,' exclaimed the colonel. 'And pray,' added he, 
drily, * if I may ask, who is your nocturnal visitor ? Is it either of 
the gentlemen just alluded to?' 

Fanny's confusion at this abrupt question was extreme, and she 
was wholly at a loss for an answer \ at length, recoveriog herself 
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in some degree, she snid, ' As I don't know what visitor you allude 
to, I cannot satisfy your curiosity, sir, as to their identity.' 

'I perceive,' rq>]ie(i the colonel, ' that you understand th« art 
of evasion: but that is natural to your aex. However, take my 
advice, if you nill not answer my questions : Beware bow you trust 
yourself to the mercy of a man of whom you know nothing but 
the specious exterior ; and remember that repentance treads close 
upon the heels of imprudence.' Si> saying, Colonel Ross went 
out of the room, arid left Fanny to form what conjecture she 
pleased, as to the extent of his information. 

Sometimes she was ready to imagine that he knew of Mr. Hamil- 
ton's mysterious note ; but she instantly rejected the idea, because 
that note had been but a. short time in her own possession, and 
must have been conveyed away by the same means it had been 
brought thither. Some secret way of ent«»ing her chamber was 
evidently possessed by Mr. Hamilton, and with that it whs impos- 
sible Col. Ross could be acquainted. 

At length the important hour arrived, and Fanny retired to lief 
apartment, and sat with a palpitating heart, expecting her mys- 
terious visitor. The large clock over the stables had struck twelve 
some time, and yet he did not appear. 

As ihe moment seemed to approach, Fanny's courage expired ; 
and to auch a pitch of terror had her perturbed imagination wrought 
itself, that she was just on the point of Hying lo Liidy Maria's 
apartment for refuge from the appearance she now dreaded, when 
a crackling noise behind her made her start and ti 
large lookiug-glass was fixed in the jamb between the window and 
the chimney ; its old-fashioned frame, curiously wrought, forming 
the cornice of the compartment, appeared to have been stationary 
in that spot ever siuce the building of the house, as many of its 
rude ornaments corresponded exactly with tlie antique cornice that 
bordered the ceiling. The part of the wall where the glass was 
fixed appenred perfectly solid, not being covered Uhe the other 
parts with wainscoting. How great, then, was Fanny's astonish- 
ment, wKen she saw the frame open like a door, and Mr. Hamilton 
entering from the ^erture. He advanced towards her, and took 
her trembling hand : 

' Be pot dismayed, my precious child,' said he, tenderly ; ' you 
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the gaardianahip of your best friend. I can allow for thii 
however : it ie very oatural that your tender nature should 
be alarmed at the appearance of a mystery that involves the ap- 
proaches of your parent. But there is reason for the caution, aa 
you will readily allow when you have heard my eventful story. 
Fear not to trust yourself to my guidance. I will lead you to the 
friend of your infancy, and I doubt not that her testimony will do 
away every remaining doubt.' 

Fanny passed through the secret door in silence, and her guide 
replaced and shut it with a. spring, then resuming the hand of the 
trembling girl, he led her, without apealting, down a long flight of 
narrow stairs, which terminated in a long passage, so excessively 
low and narrow, that it was diffitiilt, in many parts, for Mr. Hamil- 
ton to pass ; but Fanny's sylpb-like form glided through its 
acute turnings with ease, whilst her agitated feelings nude 
movement rapid as the wind. 

At length a door opposed their progress ; Mr. Hamilton rapj 
three distinct times, and presently it was opened, and they en- 
tered a small apartment, through which they passed into one of 
larger dimensions, where there were two candles upon a table. 

Fanny now distinguished the face of the person who had let 
them in, and to her unspeakable astonishment beheld the long-for> 
gotten features of her ' Mamma Sydney.' 

The old lady pressed the trembling Fanny to her bosma, 
lobbed aloud. 

'And does my dear child recollect me at last?' £aid she. 
1 perceive you do : those intelligent eyes beam upon me wi 
your mother's aweetnesa.' 

'But you look terrified, my love,' added the old lady in a tone 
of tender concern. ' This agitation is too much for the dear child, 
Orlando,' turning to Mr. Hamilton; 'let her rest herself 
before we ask her any questions.' 

Fanny now sealed herself on a chair, between Mr. HamStOi 
her Mamma Sydney, and yielding to the emotions that oppn 
her almost to suffocation, she burst into tears. Her two friends 
suffered her to weep, without interruption, until the violence of 
her feelings gradually subsided. 

The old lady then began to interrogste Fanny as to her n 
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tion of herself, and those who surrounded her, prior to her 
plnced at Mies Brideweira. 

Fanny related what she had before aald to Lady Ellincourt, the 
first moineiit of her visiting Pemberlon Abbey, about her Mamma 
Sydney, whose image was so forcibly recalled lo her remembnmce 
by the apartmenia she had been want to inhabit with lier. She 
mentioned, toOj her terror at seeing her Mamma Sydney in the 
middle of the night, whilst sleeping near Lady LUicicourt, in the 
very same apartment she now inhabited, and described the pains 
Lady EUincount took to ascerlain wheiher there was any secret 
entrance to the rooni, concealed in ihe wainscoting, and the re- 
sult of that investigation. ' I have often tried, since that period,' 
said Fanny, ' to persuade myself that my terror had proceeded 
from a dream ; but always found it impossible to divest my mind 
of the certainty that impressed !t, of my having seen you, madam. 
Lady Ellincourt was so thoroughly convinced, from the examina- 
tion of the apartment, that nobody could enter it, excepting 
through her room, that she always treated my account of your ap. 
pearance as the effect of fancy, aided by a dream. How often 
have the conjectures arising from my reflections upon that puzzling 
■ubject beguiled me of my rest; and I have been at timw almost 
tempted to believe, that what 1 had beheld was a supernatural 

' The mystery is now cleared up,* replied the old lady, ' at far 
as relates to the apparition ; for I indeed appeared to you, and 
pressed your rosy cheek with my lips, before you were conscious of 
my approach. That imprudent action awakened you ; and the 
ahrieki you uttered imparted tb« terror I had occasioned you to 
my own heart.' 

' But tell me, dear and honoured madam,' interrupted Fanny, 
with a look of earnest supplication, 'Oh, tell me who you are; 
and give ease to my agitated heart, by informing me who I belong 
to ;' and as she spoke she turned her expressive eyes, swimming 
in tears, upon Mr. Hamilton. 

He arose, and taking her in his arms ; ' My Emily, my murdered 
Emily !' exclaimed he, pressing the weeping girl to his bosom ; 
' yes, thou art indeed my daugblev ! every feature in that lovely 
face recals thy sainted mother,' 
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' I have then no molher !' faintly articulated Fanny ; then drop- 
ping on her knees at the feet of her newly found father, she 
clasped her hands together, and raising her streaming eyes to his 
luce, slie exclaimed, 'Receive, then, most honoured of human 
beings, the homage of an affectionate heart, that has long panted 
to embrHce its parents. I have only one ! Oh, let me then be- 
Uow on that one the duty and affection due to both.' 

Mr. Hamilton raised the lovely girl and embraced her. ' What 
a moment ia this !' said he.  Methinka I hold my Emily once 
more to my bleeding heart ! And so I do : for although you, my 
child, are not named after your unfortunate mother, it is impossir 
l)le to behold you, and not be struck with your resemblance to her. 
The name of Fanny was given you in preference to Emily, the bet- 
ter to conceal you from your cruel persecutors. It has had the 
desired effect ; and my chUd is preserved to bless her doating fa- 
ther ; and J shall yet see her assert a right to the rank of her an- 
cestors, and rise superior to the malice of her erereies. But lime 
wears, and 1 forget that my child is anxious to know the elucida- 
tion of the mystery that now veils her birth. The story is mourn- 
ful ; but she, for whose sake your tender heart will weep at the 
eecital, has long ceased to suffer, and we must look for her in the 
realms of bliss, not in this dreary vale of sorrow and disappoint- 
ment. Keep this in mind, my love, and let it soften the anguish 
your filial tenderness must inflict upon you during the recital of 
the tale of < 
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ileBiga of that avaricioua and vindictive nobleman to unite his son 
to my mother. She was accordingly kept very much secluded in 
the early part uf her life, to prevent her farming any attachment 
before Lord Sheldon returned from hia travels. This very pre- 
caution, however, was th*; occasion o£ her doing bo ; for in the 
retirement she lived in with her governesa, she became acquainted 
with my father, wha was then just inducted into the living of 

D , the village adjacent to Canington Park, the Mat where 

my mother resided. 

' Whether the govemeia countenanced the attacbmeiit, I cannot 
tell; but be that as it may, the consequence was a ciandeatine 
marriage ; and when Lord Sheldon came home to claim his bride, 
■he confessed herself already the wife of another. 

* It is impossible to describe the rage and fury of Lord Somer- 
town, when informed of bis niece's delinquency. He vow«d the 
most unrelenting vengeance, and immediately took every step to 
punish Mr. Evelyn, her unfortunate husband, and distress Lady 
Lucy, which was my mother's name. A process was commenced 
against him in the Court of Chancery, for stealing an heiress : and 
although, by the testimony of my mother, it was proved beyond a 
doubt that the act was entirely her own, and his life thereby pre- 
Beived, yet the expenses incurred by the law-auit ill agreeing with 
his narrow circumstances, he was thrown into prison, where he 
languished the remaining years of my mother's minority. Nor waa 
her confinement less rigid than her husband's, as she was kept a 
close prisoner by her inexorable guardian, and every motion 
strictly watched, lest she should convey any assistance to my 
father. 

' My birth, which happened a few months after the discovery 
of the fatal secret, increased my mother's distress ; and the terror 
lest I should fall into the merciless hands of her uncle, nearly 
proved fatal to her during her lying-in. I escaped the jaws of the 
lion, and was conveyed by a faithful .servant of my mother's to a 

' My father had a sister who was married to a Mr. Hamilton, but 
who, together with her husband, was abroad at this trying n 
menL To her my father had written an account of every thing 
[elating to his unhappy marriage, excepting his pecuniary embai- 
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riUsmenU; a gaol being preferable in hie eyea to the idea of de- 
pendance. His pathetic description of Lady Lucy's situation, and 
his account of Lord Sumertowa's cruelly, alarmed his sister, and 
sbe wrote iinniediateiy to a friend she could rely upon, and de- 
sired her to find means to inform my mother that there w( 
friend, she might safely truet, ready to receive her child, 
she wish to place it out of the reach of her cruel uncle. 

' My mother most thankfully embracad tlie offer ; and I was 
cordingly torn from my weeping parent's bosom, and conveyi 
the asylum that had been prepared for me. 

' Lord Somertown was outrageous when he found his victim 
escaped liim ; and he spared no pains nor expense to find out my 
retreat. In this, however, he was disappointed, for my watchful 
friend had me conveyed to my aunt, at Jamaica, as soon as my 
tender age admitted of my undertaking such a jnurney. There 
1 remained until my mother came of age, at which period she 
effected her escape from the confinement in which she had 
kept upwards of four years. 

' The first use she made of her liberty was to restore that of 
father; and they were re-raarried at St. George's, Hanover-square, 
in the most public manner possible. The immense fortune to which 
they now acceded promised them every enjoyment this li£e 
afford ; but all their pleasures seemed imperfect whilst Bej 
from their beloved ciiHd. 

' My aunt, at this time, returned to England, and came to resld^' 
at this very house. 

' In this place I was first conscious of the embraces of my pa* 
rent?, and had 1 no other reason, that single recollection would 
endear Pemberton Abbey to ray heart. I was soon however re- 
moved to the splendid seat of my ancestors, and became the prime 
object of solicitude to all those that surrounded me. .\nd 1 must 
here candidly confess, that had the sunshine of prosperity conti- 
nued unclouded, the very essence of my being would have been 
lost in slothful insanity of mind, and the best feelings of my heart 
stifled by a selfish regard to my own convenience. But I was in- 
tended for a life of trial, and my sufferings commenced at an early 
period. My mother, who had always been extremely 
died when I was no more than twelve years old, and my 
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vas immediately involved in a. Chaii(rery suit, by a claimant to 
the estate and title to which I was lawful heir. Lord Somer- 
town's malice ti> my molher, which survived her, induced him 
to support the ckim of this pretender : and as his lordahip 
had taken care to destroy the evidences of Lady Lucy Darnley's 
first marriage with Mr. Evelyn, which had been celebrated with 
all its proper forms, and the banns regularly published, by 
suborning Hie clerk to tear the leaf containing the register out 
of the church bookE, the marriage could not be proved ; and I 
was bastardized by my own mother's uncle, and our cause fell to 
the ground. My lather's grief and distress may be imagined. It 
took such an effect upon Ids health that he survived my molher 
only two years. Destitute as 1 now was of fortune and rank, I yet 
never wanted a friend ; my uncle, Mr. Hamilton, received me into 
iiis house, and treated me like his son, and from that time I &■■ 
sumed his name. A secret hope always pervaded my mind that 
Lord Somertown's heart would be touched with remorse for his 
injustice to me, and that he would restore me to my just rights, 
by permitting the man to return who had been sent abroad by his 
means, and whose testimony, as a witness to the marriage, would 
have been sufficient to reinstate me in the privileges he bad de- 
prived me of. 

' In this eKpeetation, however, I was deceived ; his malice still 
pursued me: and although he did not know that I had assumed 
the name of Hamilton, nor had been able to ascertain what asylum 
sheltered me, his endeavours to penetrate the mystery never re- 
laxed, until a report of my death being industriously spread by 
my friends, his lordship rejoicing in the extinction of his enemy, 
deemed himself happy in the consummation of his wishes. Tlie 
present Duke of Albemarle's father was then the possessor of my 
just rights ; and Lord Somertown, who stood in the same relation- 
ship to htm as to my mother, was afterwards appointed guardian 
to his son, the present duke, by his will made on his death-bed. 
Of my relationship, or connection' with Mr, Hamilton, Lord 
Somertown heard nothing, as he had always been too proud to 
investigate my father's family ; and the report of my death pre. 
eluded suspicion. I grew up, therefore, in the neighbourhood of 
his family seat, without his ever entertaining on idea of my exiat- 
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When I was about nineteen, I came home for the 
.vacation from Oxford, and Mr. Hamilton received me with more 
than usual sutiefuction in his countenance, 

" 1 am far frum despairing," said he, " of seeing you restored to 

your just rights, if your ioclinatioiis should lead you to second my 

wiihes; but remember, before I commanicate what those wishdr , 

are, I disclaim all tnteatioii of putting the least force upon yoor 

lections." 

 1 wa» at a loss to guess what this prelude was to lead to ; but 
ply good uncle soon put the mntter past a doubt, by telling rae 
Int Lord Somertown had a granddaughter that resided witb him, 
irho was the moat beautiful creature he ever beheld, but whose 
ls attended with such circumstances of misfortune, that it 
IB but too pruhable his lordship may.lind it difficult to marry her 
[lisfaction. " You," adde(]|iiiy uncle, " are supposed to be 
; your fortune in that case must be immense. Lord S. 
I suspect who you really are, and aa no reasonable objec- 
I be made either to your family or fortune, in your present 
■t, I intend to propose the alliance, provided you should 
be as much enchanted with the lovely Emily as 1 am. If you are 

accepted, it will be an agreealiie surprise to Lord S to find, 

when you have married his granddaughter, that ynu are the iwf 
fill heir of such rank and fortune as (hat which certainly belongs 
Id you, nor do I entertain adoubt that he will tmatediately produce 
. such proofs as wilt reinstate you in your rights." 

heme ap^ieared so romantic, and my dislike to Lord 
Somertown was so deeply rooted in my heart, that I could sc&roely 
bave patience to hear my uude to the end of his speech. Wh«n 
Jie paused, I said, " You leave me free lo do as 1 like, my deae sir; 
.and therefore I decline having any thing to do with sncti a 

• •vretcb as Lord S . Let him keep his malice, and leave tne 

 'Dy resentment. I could not love a granddaughter of bis, I an 
Uirc, were sheas beautiful as Hebe.'' Vain boast! of the fallacy of 
which I was soon after made sensible. The lovely Emily was kept 
in such seclusion, that it might almost be styled captivity ; all tbe 
privilege she enjoyed, beyond the state of a prisoner, beiqg. the 
liberty of walking sometimes in her grandfather's park j and even 
that indulgence w«s restricted to an early hour in tb^ monung.— 
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biirmg these ramWes she wus attended by the governess who bad 
brought her up, and who doted upon her. It cha,iiced one morn- 
ing in the shooting season, that I strolled near lite precincts of 
Sheldon Park ; my dogs sprung a covey of partridges, who, in their 
flight, made towards a small enclosure adjoining to the park gate, 
the interior of which was screened from my view by a plantation of 
young trees. With the eagerness of a young eportsman 1 discharg- 
ed my gun, and was preparing to climb the fence in search of my 
game, when loud shrieks from within HHed me with consternation 
and dismay. I scarcely knew how 1 got to the spot from whence 
they proceeded ; but when I reached it, my terror was increased, 
rather than diminished, for I beheld a female figure stretched on 
the ground, covered with blood, and apparently lifeless, whilst ano- 
ther was bending over her in an agony of terror not to be described. 
I too plainly perceived that /tflj^ the unfortunate cause of the ac- 
cident, and X hasteried to offer my assistance to the distressed lady. 
She raised her head to thank me, and discovered a countenance in 
which was drawn the strongest picture of grief ! ever beheld. 

" My beloved child',' exclaimed she, "is wounded, I fear mor- 
tally; let me entreat you, sir, to assist me in conveying her to the 
Porter's Lodge, which is not far from hence, ' I stooped to lift 
the young lady from the ground ; her hat had fallen off, and her 
face was shaded by her redundant locks ; but when, with the as- 
sistance of the elderly lady, [ raised her from her lowly bed, hea- 
vens ! what a beauty struck my senses. Pale as she was, with 
dishevelled lacks, and ber garments stained with the crimson 
stream of her blood, yet was she the most lovely object [ had ever 
beheld. My heart died within me, as I bore the lifeless burden to 
the place her governess had pointed out to me, for I firmly believed 
she had breathed her last. When we reached the Porter's Lodge, 
the lovely Emily (for it was herself) was laid upon a bed, and a 
man dispatched on horseback to fetch the nearest surgeon, a dis- 
tance of three miles. I will not pretend to describe the agony I 
suffered during the time the sweet girl remained in a lifeless 
stale — I stood, the very image of despair, close to the door of 
the chamber in which she was laid, waiting the sentence of 
my future happiness or misery. At-length I had the unspeak- 
able joy of hearing the delightful exclamation from her attend- 
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Its, that sfae levived ; and shortly afterwards my rapture was tiu 
ased by the silver tones of her own sweet voice, inquiring 
• was. Her governess ihea came to roe, and assured me 
that Miss Hinchelitfe (thutwasthe name my Emily bore) ^asmuch 
better, and that she could venture to pronounce, without seeing 
surgeon, tliat the wounds she had received were of no mate- 
consequence. 

My joy was now as extravagant as .tny grief had been acute, 
I was almost in a delirium, from the excess of tbe emotion I 
suffered. When the surgeon arrived, his testimony confirraed 
. Bohnn's favourable opinion, for he pronounced the wounds, 
whicfi were in the fleshy part of the ann. not at all dangerous, and 
assured us, that the fainting-fit, in which the lovely Emily had 
lain so long, was occasioned by terror more than by loss of blood. 
* Time will not permit me to ^ell on the events that followed 
this accident, by which I was introduced to the arbitreaa of my 
fate, and became enamoured of the very woman I had declared to 
my uncle I could never love. 

 The distress I bad shown on this occasion, excited an interest 
for me in the heart of the beauteous Emily. At first, the excuse 
of yjquiring after her health, and entreating her to forgive the in- 
Jury I had so unwittingly done her, served to apologize for tbe 
liberty 1 took in way-laying her morning rambles. By degrees she 
appeared to expect my visits, and soon ventured gently to reproach 
my negligence, if by any accident 1 was later than usual in making 
my appearance. Mrs. Bolton, who longed for the emancipation 
of her pupil from the tyranny she groaned under, gave every en- 
couragement to my addresses, and by this imprudent act laid the 
foundation for the future misery of the person she loved beat in the 
world. To be brief, our attachment was mutual, and we ex- 
changed vows of unalterable fidelity to each other. I now en- 
treated my uncle U) make the proposal to Lord Somertown be bad 
before suggested, explaining to him, at the same lime, the cause 
of this sudden change iu my opinion. My uncle shrugged up hii 
shoulders and sighed. 

"How perverse is human nature!" said he, " what is attainable 
we always despise, whilst those things that are beyond our reach 
we generally the objects of otir wishes. At the time I proposed 
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file alliance to you, there appeared to be no impediment to the 
union ; you then were averse to the proposal, and I let the subject 
drop, little supposing you would happen to wish to renew it at a 
moment when I am convinced it is impossible. Lord Somertuwn's 
inflexibility to all endeavours at thwarting his will is almost pro- 
verbial ; whatever he has said shall be, is like the laws of the 
Medes and Persians, ' which alteretb not.' An attempt, therefore, 
to turn hitn from his (lesigns is really akin to madness, ' I have 
just learnt, from undoubted authority, that there is an alliance 
for his granddaughter row on the tapis : the lover is Lord Balla- 
fyn, of Bollafvn Custle, in Ireland. And as he has never seen the 
lady, it must be the fortune the grandfather has promised her, 
that is the object of bis affections. " I was struck dumb by this 
intelligence, and almost ready to sink into the ground. As soon 
OS i had recovered myself a fittle, however, I entreated my uncle 
not to let a vague report, which might originate in the fertile brain 
of some gossiping match-maker, deter him from making the pro- 
posal I was now so eager about ; adding, with all the sanguine 
confidence of a youthful lover, that as my fortune exceeded that 
of Lord B it was more than probable, if money was Lord Somer- 
town's object, he might be inclined to favour my suit in preference 
to his lordship's. My unde shook his head; but, nevertheless, i 
promised to make the application. He did so, and was rejected 
in the most positive terms by Lord Somertown, who assured him 
that Miss Hinc^elifTc was disposed of atreadv- " She knows no* 
thing of my intentions, as yet," added his lordship, sternly ; " but 
it is time enough : when she knows my will, she must obey it. I 
am therefore in no doubt about what she may think of the pro- 
posal. Her business is to obe.if, not to gueslion." When my ancle 
conveyed this fatal news to me, my agony was beyond expression' 
and it was a long time before I could give utterance to my feelings. 
When I did speak, it was only to renew my vows of never marry- 
ing any body but Emily. My uncle entreated me to abandon all 
ideas of so mad an intention, and recalled to my remembrance the 
sorrows of my unfortunate parents, as well as those of the hapless 
Emily. This argument had no effect, however, with me ; misery 
appeared in no way so certain as in a separation iVom her I loved ; 
sod could I but obtain the object of mj aflection, the world 
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appeared a cheap price to pay for such an iDestimable treasure, — 
Wheii I had an opportunity of conversing with Emily, and im> 
parting tny sentiments to her upon our cruel situation, it was 
same cunaolatiua tii me to fiod her as willing as myself to brave 
the frowns of the world, and the dangers of poverty, rather than 
reliiiqui&h the sweet hope of being united. The same romantic 
affection inspired us both, and under its dangerous influence we 
acted sf as to entail irremediable evil on ourselves and our otT- 
epring. Lord Soinertown had not the least suspicion of our at- 
tachment, and imagined that my uncle's proposal, whose son he 
supposed roe to be, had been made for the alliance with a view of 
aggrandizing hia family. This unfortunate blindness on Lord 
Somertown's part was bu^ too favourable to our secret correspoa- 
dence, and we continued to meet without hinderance or suspicion. 
At length the dreaded proposal hls made, in person, by Lord 
BalJufyn, imd his lordship introduced to Emily, who was informed 
by her grandfather, that she must look upon his lordship as her 
future husband, without a single question being asked her, whether 
he was agreeable to bet or not. 

' 1 he day after this dreadful meeting, my beloved Emily ap- 
peared in such distress and terror of mind, that it drove me almost 
to madness, and in the insanity of the moment I proposed a clan- 
destine marriage to her. There is not, said 1, any danger of our 
union being set aside, if we can once accomplish it, as I am of 
age ; and it will be easy to get the banns published without Lord 
Somer town's knowledge, who never goes to church. Emily listen- 
ed to me with complacency, and 1 soon prevailed with her to con- 
sent to the measure, which was immetUately adopted. 1 gave a 
very large sura of money to the clergyman, and also to the clerk, 
and by that means obtained the secrecy I wished for. The formef 
had a great impediment in his speech, wbicb defect be managed 
eo dexterously as to render our names totally unintelligible to the 
congregation. Our being asked in church was unnoticed, a cir- 
cumstance that was considerably assisted by several other couples 
being asked at the same time. Not long afterwards, during a short 
absence of Lord Somertown from Sheldon Park, we were married, 
uid fondly flattered ourselves that we were now eafe from the 
[ tyranny we dreat^d. Alas I we had foe ever riveted the chaiiu 
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that bound as, and ^ven our enemies a power to huit ua they 
could not otherwise bare possessed. About three months after 
our marriage, Emily received orders to prepare herself to beconie 
a bride, and slie was directed to make the necesaary pui-chasea for 
hei nuptials. It was in vain that the poor girl implored her in- 
exorable parent to listen to her for a few minules; he spurned hef 
from him, telling her that no reply was necessary on her part, as 
she had nothing to do, now she knew his will, but to obey it.-rr- 
" Lord Sheldon," said he, " is coming from Saxony, whithc^ hf 
had been sent on a diplomatic mission ; and when he returns, yoi^r 
marriage will talie place immediately. Lord Ballafyn intends 
being here the latter end of this month, and 1 desire, as you value 
your future happiness, to clear up that lUsmal countenance, and 
receive bim in a manner suitable to my wishes." 

' Poor E«iily could make n<^ reply to this peremptory commapdj 
but quitting the room as fast as her trembling limbs would permit 
her, she sought the refuge of her own chamber, and tljere, on the 
bosom of her faithful friend, Mrs. Bolton, she poured forth the 
anguish of her heart. The terror and agitation the sweet girl suf^ 
fered on this trying occasion, brought on a most alarming illness, 
and for many days her life was despaired of. Think wliat must 
have been my sufferings when I knew that the beloved object of 
all my hopes, in this world, lay at the point of death, and I did 
not dare to approach her pillow, to whisper one word of tender 
consolation in her ear. The kind'hearted Mrs. Bolton did all ahe 
could to mitigate my anxiety, and gave me regular information 
three or four times a day; and every night, during my Emily'ji 
extreme danger, I watched beneath her window, disguised in the 
coarse frock and slouched bat of a ploughman; who being tre« 
quently employed to watch the poachers, excited no suspicion by 
being seen lurking about in the dead of (he night.. 

' At lenglh the sweet creature was restored to my prayers, and 
I received the heart- soothing tidings of her safety and amended 
health. This joyful event was follpwed by another, which ap- 
peared to promise us the confirmation of our happiness ; I me^R 
the death of Lord .Somertown, which happened suddenly, just 
before Lord Ballafyn's expected arrival. I will not repeat the gay 
visions of happiness that floated on my brain, when I heard of an, 
T^t 80 propitious to our hopes of liberty, as I never entectalcitdt 
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^^H B fear that Lord Sheldon could resemble his father so cloBely 

^^H have since found, to my sorrow, that he did, 

^^H 'Thit death of Lord Somertown put a stop to all ideas of the 

^^H proposed alliance vith Lord B for some lime; and sa the 

^^H new lord was still detained abroad by his diplomatic functions, 
^^H Emily (Tfls left for several months to follow the bent of her own in- 
^^H clination. It nay easily be supposed that it was the society of her 
^^ husband she would seek under such circumstances; and many a 

half gone hour have we spent together, in these very apartments, 
whose private communications with Pemberton Abbey had been 

rbut lately discovered by a servant of mine, who informed me of it, 
and showed me the secret spring that closed the mysterious pan- 
nel. As a reward for so valuable a thscovery, I settled fifty 
pounds a year upon the man, and gave him that small house to 
' live in. And, with the assistance of his wife, and the worthy Mrs, 

Bolton, whom you have hitherto known by the name of your 
Mamma Sydney, your beloved mollier, in this secluded asylum, 
[ gave birth to a lovely infant, who was immediately baptized by 

the name of Fanny. And such were the precautions adverted to 
on this occasion, that not the slightest suspicions were awakened 
amongst the domestics at Sheldon Park, who were all, excepting 
one confidential servant, wholly ignorant of my Emily's absencei 
' As soon as her weakness would permit, she returned to her h< 

' but you was left here with your nurse, tlie wile of my servant. 

L^^^a ' We now awaited Lord Sheldon's return with the utmost impfl^' 
^^^^^( tience, as we bad come to the resolution of declaring our marriage 
^^^^TflD him at the first interview. Alas ! had we known the horrors 
^^^^f that would be the consequence of his return, we should have fled 
^^m to some distant climate, whilst the possibility of flight remained 
^^F within our power. Such, however, was our infatuation, that we 
1 dreamt not of our danger until the dark cloud of irremediable mis- 

I fortune burst over our devoted heads, and crushed us for ever. 

But I will not dwell upon this dreadful part of our narrative. 
' " As soon as Lord Somertown arrived in London, he wrote tv 

his niece, to inform her that the nuptials, which he was sorry had 
been so long delayed on his account, should be solemnized imme- 
diately ; and that it was his intention to be at Sheldon Park in ten 
taya from the date of his letter. 
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When Emily communicated this unwelcome news to me, my ^^M 
(1 suggested the propriety of immedint^ly informing Lord ^H 
Soraertdwn cf our marriage, and entreating his sanction to it, as I ^^M 
judged it would only exABperute him the more, to suffer him ta ^^| 
come dowD in the country under such erroneous ideas. ^^| 

' I accordingly wrote to him on the subject, wilh an eloquence 
that would have moved any heart but his own. His answer was 
couched in terms the most friendly, and contained only a very 
slight Biricture upon secret marriages, vthich he said were but too 
often the cause of much unhappinese in families.; sddiiig, that he 
hoped ours would not prove of that description. Hi? lordship 
requested my immediate presence in London, as be said it waa ne- 
cesBary we should have some conversation together, previous to bia 
visiting the country, and he concluded his letter with every assu- 
rance of the most cordial friendship. 

' This was so much above my hopes, that I was in ecstasies, and 
my Emily was several times obliged to check my transports. In- 
deed, her apparent apathy soon moderated my joy, for I saw she 
did not seem to exhilarate as I did ; and if any thing couid have 
made me angry with that angel, I should have been so on that ac- 
casion ; for I was disappointed at her coldness. 

' Alas ! her's was a presentiment of evil, which the subsequent 
events too soon justified. 

' To be brief, I tore myself away from the dearer part of my 
soul, and commenced my ill-fated journey full of tlie most pleas- 
ing expectations, little imagining 1 had seen my Emily for the last 
time. When I arrived in London, I waited upon Lord Ssmertown 
immediately, and was received with the utmost cordiality. As , 
soon as the first compliments were over, I began speaking upon the 
subject of the settlements ; and as my uncle had authorised me to 
do, I made the most liberal offers. Lord Soraertown seemed rather 
to evade than press the subject ; and he once said, with rather a 
mysterious air, " There are some drcumstances with which I am 
acquainted, that perhaps you do not suspect are Imown to me ; 
on some future day we will talk upon those matters, as I should 
wish the real rank of the man my niece marries should be known 
to the world." I caught at this insinuation, and assured his lonl- 
■hip, that from that moment I could have no secrets with a ttieai 
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so nearly allied to me. " Not now," said he, nodding sigin'licantly, 
"but the tinoe is not far distant when the confidence will be mu- 
tuaL" 

' There was somethiiig in Lord Somertown'a manner of 
nouncing these words that did not please me ; yet, as 1 conld 
make any objection to what he said, I was obliged to be silent. 

' I wrote an account of ihia interview to my adored Emily, 
also to my uncle. A few dajs after this 1 received a note 
Lord Soinertown, requesting me to dine with him at his villa, on 
the banks of the Thames, near Richmond, as he had some business 
to transact with me of the utmost importance. I obeyed the fslal 
suminons with alacrity, and reached the appointed place just as 
dinner was ready. 

' Lord Somertown welcomed me by a cordial shake of the hand, 
assuring me that I had made him happy by this ready compliance 
with his request. " And I trust," added he, with a smile, " that 
you will confess, before we part, that I am not your debtor. Every 
thing is arranged for your future welfare in a manner that cannot 
fai] of success.'' 1 understood by tliis speech, that Lord Somcx- 
town alluded to my claims on the title and estates of Albetn: 
and I expressed my warm sense of his kind attention to 

"Say not a word about it," answered he ; "you catinot judge 
how much you are obliged to me, until you know what I have done 
for you. — The dinner waits, let us defer busmess till that is over." 
1 followed the ^t'rtrf into the dining parlour; we dined tete-a-tete; 
but as the servants waited, not a word passed during dltmer. After 
the cloth was removed, 1 adverted to Ae subject of our former 
Correspondence ; but Lord Somertown pressed me to take some 
wine with such eagerness, that 1 could not refuse : glass after glass 
was forced upon me, which I swallowed much against my inclina- 
tion, merely to get rid of his importunity. 

* I did not at first perceive that Lord Somertown was not dritika_ 
ing himself, for my mind was so occupied with the ideas 
crowded upon it, that I had sciirccly any perception of what 
passing before me. When, however, 1 did observe it, I declii 
drinking any more. 
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" Your lordship," said I, laughing, " haa a design upon me, for 
you are making me drink, whilst you are abstaining from wine 
yourself."' " There may be reasons," answered he, " that may 
e necessary for you to take wine, than would Stand 
however, 1 believe you have taken enough," added 
.LCally, " and therefore you may do as you like about 
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* There was something very mysterioi: 
manner, but as I had no suspicion of his 
my curiosity without alarming me. 

' After conversing for some time longer upon indifferent Subjects, 
and studiously avoiding the one I wished to lead to, Lord Snmer- 
town, after looking earnestly at his vratch for some minutes, sud- 
denly started up—" It is time," said he, "to drop the mask of 
diEsimulation ; the drug I have administered must have taken 
effect, and I should lose half my f engeance if my victim remained 
in ignorance of the hand that inflicted the blow. 

' As Lord Somertown spoke, I involuntarily rose from my chair, 
and a vague presenlimeot of the Iruth came over my mind, at least 
of Lord Somertown's malice to me ; fi;r I thought he had adminis- 
tered poison in my wine. I wasmistaken— death was too merciful 
a doom to be awarded by tlie monster fo the man he hated ; the 
drug was intended to render me inanimate, and, by suspending 
my powers, to make me the easy victim of his deep-laid scheme. 
Too certain in its effects, I already felt the all-subduing influence 
creeping over my frame ; and whilst horror and resentment strug- 
gled at my breast, my unnerved limbs trembled beneath my 
weight, and almost refused to sustain me, whibt I listened to (he 
sentence pronounced by my arch enemy. 

" Know," said he, in a voice trembling with rage and guilt, 
" know, unhappy wretch, that I am acfiuainled with your origin ; 
yes, I am informed that you are the offspring of that proud beauty 
who scorned my proffered love, and of my detested rival, whose 
insidious arts made her forget her duty, and rendered her blind 
to the superior merit that sued for her aflection. My father hated 
your parents, and I inherit his hatred with his title. Your mo- 
ther eluded my vengeance by death —your father also escaped me; 
but their oSspring is mine, and I shall have glorious revenge. I 
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fee your aen»es are becoming torpid through the influence of th« 
iltug you have swallowed, I will therefore hasten to inform you 
that you are doomed to live, but to exist in such a state of wretch- 
edoess, that death would be a mercy. Remember, your misery 
flows from me : Oti 1 forget nut tbat circumstance, or 1 have but 
half my vengeance. Your wife, too. my degenerate niece, who 
has dared to unite her fate to that of the enemy of her family, shall 
have an equiil portion of suffering. Let that reflection gall you, and 
add to the anguish of perpetual slavery. The manner of her 
punishment I will not tell you, fur suspence and doubt aggravate 
afRiction of eveiy kiod. Know this only, she shall wed another!' 

' The drug had begun its operation indeed, and a torpor not to 
be resisted was creeping over my whole frame ; yet wlien Lord 
Soroertownpronouncedthe last fatal words, "she^shall wed another," 
my expiring senses were auaLened, and the fury that transported my 
-Soul inspired one last effort of -tirengtii. I flew, and seized the collar 
of my insulting foej but whilst 1 held liira struggling in my grasp, 
he contrived to stamp with his foot, and several of his creatures came 
to his assistance. 1 ua^ easily secured, for the short-lived energy 
had already subsided, and my stiffening limbs and sLupified sensiea 
overpowertel nie mure than the united strength of the bravoes. 

' From this mament I remembered nothing more, until I fouod 
myself conflned In a narrow inconvenient recess, which appeared 
intended for a bed ; but the cruel way in which my hands and feet 
were manacled, prevented me from stretching myself upon it, etr 
u to obttiin any rest Impenetrable darkness enveloped me ; but 
the constant splasJiiog of water close la loy head, convinced me 
that 1 was upon the sea, in some vessel, destined by my persecutor 
to convey me far from that happy land where unjust imprisoDRientl 
is forbidden by the laws. 

' At first 1 was at a 1ms to account for my wretched eituadon, 
but by degrees my recollection returned, and the dreadful truth 
flashed on toy awakening senses. It is surprising to me at tin* 
moment that frenzy did not seal ray wretchedness, for 1 remem- 
bered the dreadful words, "she shall wed another ;" and in the 
agony they excited, I attempted to tear olF the manacles titat 
fined me. The efiurt I made was attended with so much 
that it brought oue of the ship's crew to my little cabin. 
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E What's in the wind now? " exclaimed he, in a rongh mne. — 
u had better be quiel, ray hearty ; you will be worse off if you 
Jon't mind what you are about : and considering the crime* yoa 
have been pitilty of, it is no great matter." 

^^— "Crimts!* reiterated I, " what crimes can possibly be laid to 

^^B|tcbarge, 'nho never injured any one?' 

^^^KYou did not do what you wished to do," rqilied the tar; 

^^Hn that was no thanks to you." 

^^V Tell me, I entreat yoa." said I, "of what am I accused?" 

^^Vw-Oh. you have forgot it, have you I" answered he. ' That" S 
eomical too, by jingo. Well, ihen. 111 rub Op your memory a bit. 
Don''- you remember when you attempted to kill your uncle. Lord 
Somartown ?'' 

" / attempted to kOl Lord Somertown !" interrupted 1. " Hea- 
vens, what a falsehood ! I never even dreamt of such a thing." 

'■ Why, as for that, you know I>est," replied the tar; "but it 
arj^ufies very little now to deny it. 1 should think it rather un- 
likely 9aqh a thing should be invented of an innocent man ; bat 
the short and tbe long of it is, that your uncle says you did '90 ; 
and out of compassion to you, and to save the disgrace of having 
you hanged, he had you conveyed on board our vessel, whilst you 
were dead drunk. For when you found your wicked intentlcm vra4 
frustrated, you took a quantity of laudanum, in hopes to escape 
your deserts ; but it was not enough to kill you ; and as the affkir 
was blowed, you must have been prosecuted- if your good uncle 
had not sent you beyond seas. We shall land you as soon as w« 
find a convM^ient place, for we don't want the company of mur- 
derers in the Blithe Belsy, I can assure you ; but we will take 
care it shall be where you are not likely to get away trata it 

* The agony of my mind at this intelligence may easily be imagin- 
ed. At first I gave way to despair, and vented my anguish in eX- 
elamations of sorrow ; but recollecting how fruitless was auCh- 
weakness, 1 determined to subdue it. Whilst life was spared me, 
escape was not impossible ; and when I thought upon the cruel 
situation of my beloved Emily, it awakened such an ardent desire 
to rescue her, that it gave a supernatural strength to my mind, and 
supported me through the severest of trials. 
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' Aa soon as my informer could be prevailed upon to listen to 
me, I told my plain uiivarnighed tale, and laid open to the honest 
seaman a train of iniquity tlmt shocked his simple nature. He, 
who had been taught to hate me as a murderer, now pitied me as 
an oppressed victim of the blackest treachety. 

' He determined upon my deliverance, with all the ardour of in- 
cremed benevolence, and unloosing the manacles that confined 
me, OS a pledge of his future services, he bade me be of good cheer, 
for that he was certuin his captain, who, though rough as the 
element he ploughed, was generous and humane, would scorn to 
be the implement of oppression in the hands of a tyrant like Lord 
Somertown. He had been prevailed upon to take charge of me 
for a large reward, under the supposition that he was doing an act 
of mercy to a culprit who merited death, by giving him a chance 
of living to repent of his crimes, at the same time he was saving a 
noble family from tlie stigma of being allied to a felon. 

' As Boon, therefore, as my new friend. Jack Thomson, had re- 
peated my melancholy story to him, and removed the prejudice 
that had hitherto kept him from speaking to me, I was ordered 
into his cabin, and received from Captain Armstrong the credit 
my narrative deserved. From that moment 1 was free, and 
treated wiih the same kindness as his chief mate, who was also 
his nephew. The generous Armstrong wct9, however, bound to 
the coast of Africa ; and as I was eager beyond expression to re- 
turn to England, that I might ascertain the fate of her who was 
dearer to me than life, he kindly promised to put me on board the 
first vessel we should meet with, bound to my native shore. " And 
when you get there, my friend," said he, " keep close under hatches, 
or hoist false colours to deceive the enemy, until Roger Armstrong 
returns to his moorings; then never fear but we will work him 
pretty tightly. Your testimony will argufy nothing without a 1 
ness ; you had better therefore be mum till you can jaw I 
■ome purpose." 
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An affecting Story continued. 

days only had elapsed, after tbis promise, before a vessel 
spoke to us, consigned to London. The terms of my passage 
homeward were suon agreed upon, and paid for by the generous 
Armstrong, who also supplied me with a small sum for my present 
emergency, and took leave of me with the kindness of a brother, 
recommendiug the greatest caution in concealing myself from Ixird 
SomertowD, whose determination to destroy me could not be 
doubted, and who would now have double reason to wish my ex- 
termination. I thanked him, and promised to attend to his ad- 
vice: I therefore purchased a complete sailor's habit, and thus 
disguieed might have passed my nearest friend without suspicion. 

' These precautions were, however, of little avail, for as we were 
sailing with a fair wind, and within a few leagues of our native 
land, we were attacked and captured by a French vessel, of such 
superior force as made all resistance on our side vain. 

' My story, in this, presents but little variety. A prisoner, un- 
aided by money, undistinguished by apparent rank, I suffered the 
severest hardships ; nor could I procure my exchange, although I 
wrote several letters to my uncle, Mr. Hamilton, describing my 
situation, and entreating his assistance. To these letters t re- 
ceived no answer, and four tedious years rolled away in hopeless 
captivity. At length two of my fellow-prisoners, whose fortunes 
appeared as desperate as mine, proposed to me to attempt an es- 
cape. We did so, and succeeded ; and after encountering perils 
that would have disheartened minds less determined upon emanci' 
pation, we landed upon a lonely part of the coast of Sussex, hav- 
ing been several days buffeting the waves in an open boat, without 
provision, witllout a compass, and in momentary danger of perish^ 
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ing from fauoger and fatigue, even if we escaped the tUn 

' The joy ao naturally the consequence of such an escape wai 
considerably diminished in my breast, by the dread that seized 
tne, as I reflected upon the forlorn stale in which 1 left my beloved 
Emily, when I was torn from tny native land by her barbarous 
uncle. My heart died within me as 1 thought upon what she 
might have suffered, and tears and sigha succeeded to the effuaii 
of joy that broke forth at my first landing. 

• My fellow-sufferers and I were relieved from the pressure' 
one hunger and nakedness, by a benevolent gentleman, w1 
hospitable mansion received us for one nigbt. This amiable man, 
whose vicinity to the aea-side exposed him to frequent applications 
from shipwrecked mariners, was the greatest phitantbropiet on 
eortli. He dedicated the chief of his fortune to the relief of his 
fellow-creatures ; and always kept warm coaree clothing in hii 
bouse, to bestow upon the half.pDrisbed creatures that were ai- 
often thrown upon his mercy by the storm and tempest, Cla^MJ 
a complete suit of this comfortable apparel, and supplied wi^i 
■mall sum for my present necessilies, I took leave the next mom« 
ing of my benevolent host, and pursued my journey tovrards the 
metropolia, so much disguised in my appearance, that, had 
hardship and long-sutFering already altered my 
would have been ImpossiUe for any one to recognise 

* When I arrived in London, I made several inquiries 
ing the family of Lord Somertown, but could learn nothing more 
than that he was in goad health ; for little was known at those 
places where I could venture to inquire, concerning the interiof 
management of his family. I did not, therefore, make any st^ in 
touti, but hasiened to reach my native home, not doubling that I 
should find all the relief I stood in need of as soon as I reached my 
reputed father's house. Alas ! how miserably was I disappcnnted 
when T arrived there, weary and almost sinking with fatigue and 
sorrow, to find it shut up, and to hear the heart-breaking intelli- 
gence from the only domestic that inhabited the forlorn pile, thair 

r for the loss of his only son had affected Mr. Hamilton's healAl 
spirits so severely, that he had quitted England, 
«tde abroad entirely. 
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' I bad neuly sunk on the ground vihen I heard the cruel 
tidings ; but fearful of making a discovery of myself, at a rooinent 
when coneeahnent was become more important than ever. ! com- 
manded my emotions therefore, and iii(|uired whether this litU« 
mansion was still inhabited by the same person that occupied it 
five years before ; the servant answered in the affirmative, and I 
bent my footsteps hither. Without discovering myself, I inquired 
of my faithful servants if they knew what was become of Mrs. 
Bolton ; at first they hesitated, Utit Franklyn happening to look 
earnestly in my face, uttered a scream, and exclaimed, " Good 
heavens ! can it indeed be my beloved master t" Disguise wa> 
now useless, and I acknowled^'ed myself to htm, entreating him to 
be prudent, and not let my arrival be suspected. He promised to 
ebey my commands ; and after having forced me tu tiike some re- 
Iredhnient, he satisfied my curiosity without easing my lieart. 

• I then found that Mrs. Bolton was the secret inhabitant of 
Pemberton Abbey, where !'he aoled the part of a mother to my 
beloved child. '■ Oh show me to her." said I, " she cun tell me 
someiliinir of my adored Emily, whose beanteoua image 1 undying 
lo embrace." 

"Alas! slasl" said the faithful Franklyn, "the news Mrs, 
Bolton can tell you of Lady Emily will not give you pleasure. — 
Would to God you were never to hear it !" This ipeedi only ren- 
dered me more impatient to hear my doom : — "What is there," 
exclaimed I, " that can surpass what my own terrified imagination 
now suggests^" To be brief, 1 was introduced throagh the sub^ 
terraneous passage into the Abbey, and let^ in one of its desolate 
apartments, whilst Franklyn went to prepare Airs. Bolton for my 
reception. 

' The good woman came to me with streaming eyes, and epread' 
ing out her arms, embraced me with the atfectiou of a parent. For 
some minutes her sobs choked her utterance ; but as soon as she 
could speak, she exclaimed, " Oh ! my friend ! you have come too 
late to save our Emily I" "She is dead then!" said I, sinking 
into the seat that stood nearest me. " Oh no, she is not dead ; 
death would have been a mercy compared to the anguish she has 
suffered." " Tell me, oh tell me the worst," said 1 : " my mind 
is prepared for horror." 
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" YoQF Emily :s married then," answered she, whilst a toFrent 
of t««rs burst from her eyes. " She is morried, or rather (ied, to a 
tyrant vrbote cruelty no sweetness can sot^en, no gentleness 
subdue." 

' My agony Was now without bounds, and for several minutes I 
was in a paroxysm of rage and distraction. At first view of my 
unfortunate situation, I waa inclined to throw some blame on 
Emily. "Ah, where,'' exclaimed I, " was that faith 
pledged to me? that love which she so solemnly had vowed sbi 
never chunge? Surely, had they eiisted with their wonted 
ness, no threats, no persuasions, could have induced her to 
nounce me I She would have preferred death to such an 

"Blame not that faultless creiiture,'" replied Mrs Bplton, 
she is a martyr to the moat exalted virtue ; and her alTeclin 
you, her undying tenderness for your memory, could not be 
strongly proved than by the action that made her the wife of Lord 
fiatlafyn. She had been imposed upon by an account of your 
death; and when sunk in the affliction that belief entailed upon 
her, the preservation of the dear pledge of your love alone coi 
rouse her to any regard for what was passing in a world shel 
longer wished to remain in, but for the sake of that sweet 
cent : what then must have been her agony when she was iufon 
by her cruel uncle, that he held her darling in his power, and 
a compliance with hia proposals, and implicit obedience to his 
mands, could alone insure its safety ! I'he wretched mother 
listened with horror to the dreadfid alternative ; the dissolution of 
soul and body could not have inflicted a severer pang than that 
which wrung her heart, when obliged to choose between the sen- 
tence of death for her infant, or misery for herself. Maternal ten- 
derness triumphed, and the lovely victim was led to the altar in 
mute agony to seal her wretched doom, and complete the triumph 
of diabolical revenge. 

" Before die inauspicious nuptials, however, she insisted upon 
the possession of her child, which was accordingly dehvered to her, 
and by her confided to my care, with the most solemn injunction 
to conceal it in some place of security from the knowledge of Lord 
SomertowQ, whose vengeance sh« still dreaded, and on wbof« 
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promises, she could place no reliance. Mj knowledge of the 
secret inlet to Femberton Abbey, made me choose that asylum, 
and Mr, Hamilton's consent being obtained, I retired hither, 
and during' the absence of thM gentleman, it has not been sup- 
posed any one resided in it bnt ibe domestic, to whose care it 
was consigned : andher superslilionsdread of the wing I thus 
took possession of, secured me agaiilst interriiption from that 
quarter. 

Where then i* Emily, I exclaimed in a tone of agony ? 

" After her nuptials," replied Mrs. Helton, " the unteeliag 
wretch, her husband, took her to Ireland ; and immured her in 
an old c;islle." A few weeks since, I received this ; pro_ 
ducing a note :— " Accept kind friend, my thanks ; but I am 
obliged to withdraw my treasure, for reasons I dare not name, 
scruple not to tnist it with the person I send, who will tell yon 
a secret known only to us three, and thereby prove her identity. 
This came through the medium ofFranklyn, I am happy you 
came before her removal, and so saying, the worthy woman led 
me to the chamber, that contained my lovely child . I will not 
dwell on that scene ! a kind of delirium was the result — In this 
state I repaired to Ballafyn Castle, Lord B— , by some strange 
chance discovered me, and I was sent on board a receptacle of 
misery ; a vessel engaged to convey troops to the West Indies. 
On reaching tlie place of destination, I was sent to an hospital ; 
where my death was hourly expected. In thi« extremity, my 
uncle, the worthy Mr. Hamilton, discovered me amongst other 
strangers, whom like a good Samaritan he came to visit; what 
a r.cene followed ! by tender care he restored my health, and 
intended to return with me to England, but his premature dis- 
ease ended thisproject ; he had secured to me his wealth, and 
thus was Heft rich, but wretched. I received inlelligenee 
that my Emily Avas no more ! through the enquiries of Mr- 
Bar lure, one of my trustees; Snd Mrs. Bolton wrote that ray 
child had been taken to France, by the lady to whom her 
mother had consigned her ; adding, that she feared the letter 
slie received, to give the infnnt up, was a forgery on subec- 
qnently comparing it with others. I repaired to Prance, and 
there spent some years in fruitless enquiries; I then returned 
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on important business to Jamaica, where Mr. BaH 
related to me an account of a friendless gfirl, who bad 
placed in a mjsterious manner at Ihe boarding- scfaool i 
his own dangliter was receiving heredncation in England, 
from corresponding cirGurostancos I hoped I had discovered' 
long lost jewel ; on coming to this country I had this hops 
eonflrmed by Mrs. Bellon, who described her noctnrna] visit 
to your chamber, after you became under Lady Ellincourt'a 
proloction, and she wrote to me ; alas ! the leltpr never readied 
my hand ; Lady Ellinoourt'and her son had left this country ; 
she thought you were gone with them — ilotw — you remember 
our first meeting, -^^ 

" I do indeed, replied the lovely girl; dropping; ^Bvl 
knees." " Dear Father receive my assurance, that all my-MP 
is devoted to you." 

I have little more to relate said fas', tender^ embracing h«r. 
Convinced you were my daughter, I wrote lo Lady Elltncoiirt; 
she advises me to be secret till her return, and RCt cautiously 
respecting Somertown, who does not suapect my esistence, de- 
pending on the report of my having died in India; but I 
one evening the pleasure of terrifying his guilty mind, 
dropping a few words in his ear, and escaped unpercei' 
Lady ElUncourt is expected every day, and her sou has 
ried the amiable Miss Barlowe, to whom you are so much in- 
debted. Goto rest, my child, and may a parent's blessing 
your slumbers; I go to London, and shall see my child 
more, till I come to cltiim her; Mrs. Belton will accom 
roe. After a tender adieu, Mr. Hamilton conducted 
back the same way she had come. 

Alas ! the next moning all was alarm and confusion, 
was missing ; and her bed shewed she had not reposed 
on the former night. The Colonel affected the utmost concern, 
and declared his belief that thegfirl was gone off withthead- 
venturer, Hamilton; Lady Maria however used every exertion 
to trace her, but without success, and her husband pleading nn 
urgent letter from I^rd Ballafyn, set out for Ireland, notwidi- 
itaading Lord Eilincourt was expected every hour. 
When he did arrive, his Lordship'3 surprise and vej 
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wKH terrific, on finding Fanny absent : he openly accused ike 
Colonel tohia wife, of being accessary to that young lady's 
removal, and pronouncing the latter to be the injured Hamil- 
ton's daug-hter, left Lady Maria overwhelmed with sorrow and 
amazement, 

Fanny on taking leave of her father, and returning to (he 
apartmentjcast heradf onher knees. Some one knocked at the 
pannet, she imagined it to be her parent, returned to say some- 
thing he had omitted, and arose and opened il, when she was 
seixed by two men, and torn off; her mouth gagged to prevent 
her cries being heard, and conveyed her to a carriage, the 
blinds of which were closely drawn up ; accompanied by a 
man and a woman, who appeared mm and wife, and called 
eadi other Franklyn and Mabel. From their conversation 
when they supposed her in a slumber, she had no doubl but 
Colonel RosB was the author of this outrage, which most pro- 
bably originated in Lord Somertown's malice, and the recollec- 
tion of the note »he had lost, and which she had forgot to mention 
to Mr. Hamilton, made her imagine that his existence vran 
known to them ; and her agony of mind was frequently excru- 
ciating. Mabel seemed to pity her, and took an opportunity of 
their being a few moments alone to say, go quietly to your place 
of destination, and you will not be hurt, and it ghall go hard, 
but I will send somebody after you to fetch you home in a crack, 
I am sorry that I had any thing to do with it, now I see yoo 
so unhappy. 

On the second day Fanny was prevailed on to take some wine, 
whichno doubt contained a powerful sudorific, for on awaken- 
ing, as if from a deep slumber, she found herself in a miserable 
cabin, round a turf fire, on the hearth stood six squallid look, 
ing children, a crock was on the fire full of potatoes, and near 
her was a large jug of buttermilk, she Celt the reality she was 
indeed inlreland. Mabel was not there, notliaving crossed the 
water with them ; and the men who were on guard over our 
house, opened a basket of provisions on Ae table, the children 
set up a cry, and the mother began to drive them forth. Fanny 
begged the man to let them remain, and share what provision 
they could spare to these famished liltle ones, and she would 
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rewArd lliem, tome wa^ offered to the mother. — No, said she, 
suffer the children to eat it all, it does me more good lo see 
them, Ihaji to f east myself; pleased with this trait of genuine 
maternal love, Fanny, unperceived by her keepers, took a piece 
of gold from her pocket. Tlie man of the hut coming' with a 
car he had been sent for, obliged the poor girl lo quit a hut she 
seemed to revere, because there was a humane woman in it. 
Whilst the men were busy in arranging the car, Fanny xlipped 
the guld in the woman's hand, b'e^ings on you, lady, cried she 
with fervour. I am no lady replied Fanny, but a destitute girl ! 
Then 3aid the Dame, (offering the money back,) you shall not 
rob yourbctf to aid us, though this would pay our rent, and — 
£top, said the interesting fair one, I am not destitute of money, 
but of friends, let me have your prayers — I am too far fr oa 
home I 

Jsthat the case sweet jewel; you shall have prayers i 
friendship too,i)i; husband. Dermot, shall protect yon. Frankl|i 
entered the hut, and Fanny made aslgn to her new ally to say 
no more, which was understood : but she followed lo the doc 
and wished the lady a safe journey. The men walked { 
each side, and Dermot, her promised friend, guided the i 
sorry horse that drew the vehicle, aud in spite of her trouM 
alie could scarce help smiling at the idea ofhis, a ragged p 
eftut's, protection against her powerful enemies. 

The day was closing when they arrived at a very ancIeiU 
castle, the gates were opened by an old man, who condui 
them through a court yard, which led to a inner range. J 
buildings where an elderly stern looking woman made hera 
pearance, who bid Fanny welcome to Ballafyn Castle, thus con- 
firming thesnspicion she had previously enlerlained. You seem 
ill miss, said she, but my Lord has ordered yon every possible 
attendance. 

Did she mean tord Ballafyn, thought Fanny, surely not :3 
could have no interest in a person he had never seen, b«l f 
woman withdrew without perceiving her emotion ! This D 
then the scene of her mother's sufferings, and could the < 
speak, might perhaps tell a tale of murder. This woman m 
her husband had the tare of the caslle, and ihei 
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waili^d on Fanny with g;reat civility and attention, but she conld 
derive no intelligence from Uer,an[I was kept inslrict captivity- 
On Lord Ellmconrt's return to London he agonized Mr. Hamil- 
ton's feeling^s with the intelligence of Fanny's loss, and most ac- 
tive and vigilant measures were resorted to, in the hope of tra- 
cing- the involuntary fugitive. The grief of the Dowi^er Lady 
Ellin'.onrt and her daughter-in-law was extreme, thoy had al- 
ways loved Fanny, but more so on discovering her near relati- 
onship to the family. On Lord Ellinconrtand Mr. Hamilton going 
to l«rd &omertown'e,they were informed by the porter, that his 
Lordship had been for two days past visited by a delirious fever, 
and did nothing but roar about the Duke of Albemarle, whom 
he said was gone to Ireland to be married to a nameless girl, 
and wants to break from liis attendants to follow them. 

HisLurdiihip and Mr. Hamilton looked at each other, and 
the former asked to soe the invalid's valet, and were shewn into 
an adjncent library. As they were silting there, a shrewd 
looking elderly man, in plain but good clolhci entered, nnd 
look an easy chair. Servant, gcnllemen, servani, said he, nice 
soft seat this ; yet I wonder whether the old Lord ever found 
himself easy in it, eh ! 

We are not acquainted with his Lordship, said Mr. Hamilton^ 
no loss that, replied the stranger — Rum Jockey, wants people not 
to talk about him, yel wonl pay to make one keep a secret — 
dont you lake— No, then I'll tell yoi' : sent me to sea many 
years ago — at this moment the valet entered, and begged to 
know Lord Eliincourt's commands, 

Stay, said the stranger, has my Lord sent mc any messnge. 
My Lord is ill, Mr Fortescue, said the man, I have already told 
you, you must wait. 

Wail, wait another day through ! Old one fetch him sooner ! 
— Ask pardon gentlemen, perhaps yeu have got some secrets to 
tell. 

We, said Mr Hamilton, attracted by his manner, we have 
liue to ask ; I have lost a daughter whom I have reason to sus- 
]>ecl, h detained by Lord Somerlown, and i will grant pardon 

Kiy accomplice who will discover where she is. 
ve hiiitdrcd pounds lor lolling a lecrcljwhcn I only asked 
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«. ibotKind pQtuids for keeping ooej — Well, well, g'iv€ me year 
card] and ^^ if I cauhelp you, Katd the talkative Mr. Forleycue. 
VHtAt, Skid 1n>, looking at the card, Hamilton of Pemberton 
Castle .' — will call uu you in an hour, aad tell somethings thftt 
vill make your hair stand on end ! What, aboat my child T said 
the alarmed Father. No, replied the oddity, about one nearer 
a kin to yourself to be sure, and he darted from the room. The 
valet who appeared mudi confused and distressed, during the 
foregoing' scene, assured them he knew nothing about the young 
lady, ami saying- his Lordship would reqnire his allendaoce, 
withdrew. 

The gentlemen then went to the Ouke of Albemarle, and 
found that his Grace was unexpectedly gone to Ireland.— He 
went, said the man, (o Pemberton Castle, and met someditng 
tbere to cause this sudden movement, as he has wrote to his va- 
fet, to join him in Dublin. This is a strange biis!nei», said IVtr. 
Hamillon,— ^even so, answered Ellincuurl, but I will follow 
Ross even to the end of the M'orltl, md demand the amiable girl 
I ploced nnder hi* protection. We must make preparations to 
start for Ireland immediately, 

Mr. Forlesnie was true to his promise — let me ask you, air 
are you «ld Mr. Hamilton's son of Pemberton Abbey? No, 
flir, answered Hamilton empliatically, thought so, first fflomeBt 
I saw you^ There are some papers to ait the lawyers to work, 
liul yon must down with the blunt ; He then went on to explain 
his father had been a clerk in the parish wliera. Hamilton's 
father and mother were married, and to please the l^e Lord 
Somerlown, had got out of the way when the marriage was 
■wanted to be proved, and took with him the register, which he 
lore out of the bVok, but did not burn it, as he had promised. 
Keen old man,livBd to be ninety, heard 1 was come to England, 
continued Fortescue, — sent for me only a few weeks since, the 
present Lord Somertown tVinking there was no heir, behaved 
shabby, would not continue the annuity. Now resolved to be 
ifp^ideE with him, gave me the box, something, said I^e, tom^ke 
your fortune, Tom. Lord Somertown sent for me a little while 
b»^'k, and tried to smooth mo over ; he had hcaj-d sonieEbing q 
other to ularm him — would not do, but yoii,Tom,c;anmal(eBi 





THK I.ITTLE MENDIOAN'T. 

thing of the secret one waj- or other, ihe leaf of ibia book iriU 
be known to be rt^t,wbeii coiopared with the oihera, bnl M 
raake all eecuro I will make an affidavit before the present vi- 
car of the parish, as to the hand writing of him who solemaiaed 
the raarriage. Thia he did in revenge for Lord Somertown'b 
lireatnient, (when he aupposed lie did not want him) uid yo«. 
may have il for some gold. 

If, said Hamilton, I am sohappy as to find my dasg-hter again, 
I mig-ht assert mj rights for her sal;e; bat then 1 have no proof 
of my own marriage wilh Lady Emily. Know, said For- 
tesene, that I am your man ; my real name is Thomas Hob- 
ford . I was loo cunning ever to let Lord Soroerlown know I 
was the son of tlio man his father had pensioned, so took ano- 
ther name. I was oneof (hegardt-ners alyour reputed falhet's 
— sent me off to India, there eighteen years before I could get 
off— What think yiu of me now? — thai you have acted a 
rogue's part — I will at-ceptyour offer, and pay your demand, if 

Biy has not fallen a -victim to the wretches who surround 

her. Oh no ! returned Fortcscue, she's only oS' wilh Albe- 
marle — heard old Somerlonn swearing about it. Hamilton 
then look Forlescue's address, biddings him not to tamper with 
the enemy. No, no, said he, better undersiand trap, than know 
how to make a bargain — sliall look about me, and pick up news 
against I hearfromyon. 

In' the meantime Fanny remained at Ballafyn Caidle, and 
Kose became very much attached to her, but was of necessity 
the companion of her walks, as she was uot permitted to go out 
alone or beyond cerlain bounds. 

Thisseems to be a very ancient place,,said Fanny, surveying- 
the Castle, yes. Miss, returned the girl, I wish they would pult 
il down, and build amore fashionable dwelling, iiinli only fit 
lor the Ghosts that inhabit it. 

Ghosts ! are there Ghosts in it ! said Fanny. 

Oh yes. Miss ! and not unly in the caslle, but in that roek 
alraiglit before uj,thc late Lady Uatlafyn walks in while evory 
moonlight night ! Old Matthew, the gardener has seen her 
many a titae, ihongh she h'^s been dead those fifteen yeurs, for 
■*y pari I lake care never to look, for I should die with fright ; 



1 









FATHERLESS FANNY; OK 



ui<l there was a handsome young man, whom they say ay 
Lord killed through jealousy, and be walks abont the cartle 
very often, with a lighted taper in his hand. 

Do you remember her Ladyship ! said Fanny. No, replied 
Rose. She was dead before I came to Ireland with my Aunt, 
who had known Lady Ballafyn very well, when she (my Ai 
lived at Lord Somertown's. 

This observation seemed to point out to poor Fanny, 
though Lord Ballafyn 's name had been mentioned, she was 
Lord Somertown's power, and as she gazed on the dark battle- 
ments, she heaved a sigh to the memory of her unfortnnate 
mother, who had breathed her last in this horrid castle. 

When Fanny retired for the night, the moon was shining 
full, she stationed herself at the golhic window, regarding with 
Btedfast gaze the rock, that was such a scene of terror to Rose — 
Did her eyes decei^ e her ? — there was indeed a figure robed 
while, with a long veil wrapped by the breeze. Suddenly it 
dropped on its knees, and raised its hands to heaven, 
rising up, suddenly disappeared ! 

Fanny knew not what to think, she mentioned not the di 
stance to Rose, lest she should refuse to walk with her near 
spot, which the next morning at early dawn the resolved 
ait. Rose however would not proceed directly to the rock, 
seated herself on a fragment at a small distance. 

Fanny mounted, and then descended to what she thought the 
exact place, which had excited her interest. Mysterions Pro- 
vidence ! the same figure was there, but partiftlly concealed in 
a fissure of the rock ; it heaved a deep sigh, and raising a bandt 
asif forbidding our heroine to follow, disappeared ! ITie face 
and form was beautiful, though faded more apparently by sor- 
row, than time ; and Fanny re (urned to the Castle absorbed, in a 
train of thought from which she was roused, by Mrs. Owen's 
informing her that Lord Ballafyn was arrived, and opening an 
adjacent door, introduced her; and withdrew, ere the poor 
girl had power to resist. 

Welcome to Ireland, pretty one, said he, devilish handsoi 
Pray how long have you been in keeping with my brother 
honour I admire his tasle ; I suppose he has sent 3 
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hereout of the way of his wife. I like ihat vixen look of your's 
— Cottaent lo live with me ? 1 can support yCQ better, Lnl we 
must make Ihe agreement quick, for Ross will be here in a few 
days ; and we must be off ! Suroly I have seen you before ! 
your features are familiar. 

Pantay raised her eyes, and to her terror, beheld the man bom 
whose insults in Hyde Park, Ilamiltan had rescued her 

Unhand me, my Lord, she exclaimed ! 1 have friends wlio 
will avenge the outrage ! Let ue go ? 

Not till you have paid toll said his Lordship, seizing her and 
imprinting; kisses on her lips, but she broke from him with al- 
tnost supernatural strength. Go, exclaimed his Lordship, I hale 
female hurricanes! I give you twenty four hours to consider 
my proposal — you had better take me than Rosa — I might mar- 
ry yon on behaving well : ihat he cannot do. 

Fanny retreated to her chamber, and there securing herself , 
in, refused to open the door to any one ; in vain Mrs. Owen 
and Rose begged her to have food, she would not listen to them, 
lest another intruder might annoy her, and the door was too 
strong to be forced. When night arrived, afraid to go to bed, 
she stood watching at the closet window, and cast her eyes o^' 
the rock, as the moon arose over the romantic landscape. Of a 
andden she was startled by a letter placed at the end of a long 
stick being handed to her, she had no light, and summoning 
courage, she asked in an under tone who was below. It is ma 
MissDermot who brought you here in the car; you saved my 
pigs from being sold for rent, and I have watched over you 
since, this letter is from your own sweetheart from England. 
I cannot read it, said Fanny, never mind then come with me, 
and read the letter afterwards ; give me your hand, I have a 
ladder and will help you down, for I am sure you are thin 
enough to creep through that hole of a window. I must read the 
note first 3aidFanny,thenit will be toolate be replied, come first 
and read the letter afterwards. At this moment the moon bright- 
ened,andKhesawit was from Albemarle, assuring her she might 
put implicit confidence in the bearer. Fanny was soon liberated, 
and Uermot led her to the haunted rock. Look ye here Miss, 
mid tlie man ; fifteen years ago I saved a lovely Lady, from be- 
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ing murdered, hero is a privale entrance to r relig^ions house, 
fear half a mile distance, where a few men shelter unknown. 
:pply them with victuals, and it was I who look Lady Balla- 
fynthere, when she knew not where to fly ; it wasreported she 
died, and my Lord was glad, but not 8o, for all the fine funeral, 
the maid set off to England , to let Lady Ballafyn's friends know 
where she was ; but poor soul she was drowned in the passage, 
so I snppose no oneJvnowa the eecret but myself. It is impOEsi- 
ble to describe Fanny's emotions, when listening to this tale of 
wonder. Dermot removed a larg;c stone, when they were joined 
at the entrance of a long passage, by a man bearing a torch, it 
wasthe Duke, who along with Dermot, conducted her to the 
^endly nurse, who was anxionsly waiting- for her, terrified 
leitt Dermot should not succeed. Her first euqulries were for 
Lady Ballafyn, but before the superior could reply, her Lady- 
ship rushed in and folding Fanny in her embrace, both sunk 
insensible to the grround ; but revived to experience by degrees 
all the exiacy attending such a meeting. 

Fanny was no tmissed at the Castle till the following morning; 
the prevailing opinion by the servants was that the ghostshad 
carried her off. Not so Lord Ballafyn, he was distracted with 
rage, and vowed to shoot every one in the Castle, if she was not 
produced within twenty four hours. In the midst of this baslle 
Colonel Ross arrived, he was surprized at finding hia brother 
there before him ; ha believed not in Fanny's flight ! Jealousy 
maddened them! both fired, and both fell; while sanguine 
streams of these fratracides dyed the floor. 

While this tragic scene was transacting , Fanny and be* mo- 
ther were mutually relating their stories, all of which are known 
to the reader, except that, when the visit of Mr. Hamilton to the 
Castle, had excited the jealousyof its Lord, she had reason to 
believe her death wasinlended by the tyrant, had not not Der- 
mol's intervention prevented the catastrophe, But ah what were 
Lady Ballafyn's emotions ou discovering that he, for whase 
sake shehad enduredso rauch, was still in existence, and also 
to find in how providential a manner her ciitd had been intro- 
duced to the Ellincourts, filled her with gratitude and admira- 
tion. 
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The convftrsalion was interrupted by iho arrival of the Duke 
of Albemarle, who gradually announced Ihe tiding's of Lord 
Elliitcourt and Mr. Hamilton. They, said his Grace, at first ac- 
cused mc of carrying: off their loved Fanny, but I Boon Con- 
vinced them as to my innocence, and Lord Somertown's dupli- 
city, in g'iving' me leave to pay my addresses to you, my lovely 
girl ; when he was aware you wonid be conveyed from Pera- 
berton Abbey, before my arrival. Hero I was so fortunate as 
to meet with Mabel, who mistaking me for Ellincourt, informed 
me of the plot in which her husband had been the principal en- 
gaged ; and at the cabin of poor Dermot I learned the rest of 
the particulars, necessary for your deliverance, here my mis- 
sion ends. I shall soon resign you into the hands of a father, 
but allow me to hope — not for ever ! 

The discovery of his Emily being in existence, was almost 
too much for the care worn Hamilton to sustain; nor was it till 
after a long struggle, that he regained any thiug like composure. 
The interview between the long separated husband and wife, 
blest with the presence of their child, it is impossible to de- 
scribe ! In a few days the whole party, with the exception of 
Lady BaUafyn, who now resumed that title, whom it was ar- 
ranged should remain with the nnna, till the validity of her 
marriage should be proved. Repaired to England, after having 
made Dermot and his family, in their humble and grateful e 
limation, rich and happy. When they reached PembertoM 
Abbey, and found the two Lady Ellincourt '3 waiting to receive 
them, and clasped Fanny in their arms; but poor Lady Maria 
Hoss was seriously ill, and confined to her bed, with the shock, 
she had received; for she tenderly loved her worthless husband. 

In respect to Lord Somerlown, he only survived his know- 
Icge of Hamilton's existence a short period. His crimes became 
known to the world, inspiring horror and detestation. Mr. Ha- 
milton, by the aid of Fortescue, soon scltltjl his business, his 
marriage, and Fanny's birth, were both proved to bo legal, 
Franklyn, who had received five hundred pounds for his job, 
sot off to America, and his wife in conaequonee of her after re- 
(lenlance, had an annuity eellled on her by the Duke. As soon 

pjesc affairs were concluded, Mr. Hamillon, Lord Ellin- 
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court, and at his own paaticnlar request,his Grace of Albemula 
set out for Ireland, to escort liome ihe long Bufifering- Emily 
and soon afler her retorn to England, tbe Dake received 
hand of ber amiable daughter. 

The grand ealoon of Lady Ellincourt'a honsc was fitted up 
the ceremony. The enraptured Albemarle received from the 
hands of her father his luvely blnshing bride, as Heaven's 
best gift; all Fanny's friends were present, and amongst the 
rest, the lovely Lady Murington, whose congratulations wejo 
as lively as they were sincere. A month having elapsed, the 
three brides Albemarle, Ellincourt, and Morington were in- 
troduced at court, where the Dutchess excited the moat flatter- 
ing attention, and the fashionable world were now eager to 
attract the notice, ■end procure an introduction, to the so lately 
slighted forlorn and fatherless Fanny. The dowager Lady 
Ellincourt, and her amiable daughter in law, became tenderly 
attached to the mother of their Fanny, and passed a great por- 
tion of their time with her. Albemarle, Ellincourt, and 
milion were the best of husbands, and the whole circle wer9 
happy as an earthly state will odmit. 

The deaths of Lord Somerlown and Ballafyn were a blessing, 
particularly the latter, to Mr. and Lady Hamilton; for had they 
survived, there is not a doubt' they would still hnve strove to 
annoy their peace. Air. Hamilton dropped his claim to the 
Albemarle title and esiatea, in favour of his son-in-law, and set- 
tled with his lady at Pemberlon Abbey, along with the dow- 
ager Lady Ellincourt ; where they were often visited by the 
Puke and Fanny, whose happiness was greatly enhanced by 
being with her motlier.and conversing on past times and scenes, 
and the party was frequently most agreeably enlarged by the 
presence of Lord Ellincourt, and the sifll lively warm hearted 
Emily, and many months had not elapsed, when the a^ipear- 
ance of that lady abd her Grace of Albemarle, held the delight' 
ful hope to be not at an immeasurable distance, when both to 
^he duties of a wife, would add that of the mother. 

The first grief that assailed this happy circle, was the se 
indisposition of the Dowager Lady EUinconrl, she had a 
i^cWng heart, which had Uetj much tried bv the recent ev«l 
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ui ber family. The shocking fate of Lord Ballafyn and Colo- 
nel Uoss were not amongst the least, and news arriving of tha 
deetti of Lady Caroline Dermon, a beloved daughter whom for 
y?ars she had not aeon, but was anticipating soon to do ; had a 
very poweful effect on her weakened frame, and she became so 
indiposed, that her daughter-in-law, who with Lady Ellin- 
court was then at Pemberton Abbey, wrote to reqoeal the pre- 
sence of Fanny, to have a parting interview vrith her they so 
much loved and respected. The Duke participated in his wife's 
sorrow at this intelligence, and basty preparations being made 
Ctir the jonrney,-he accompanied heron this melancholy errand. 
On arriving at the Abbey they fonnd the object of their solici- 
bide still existed, but was in emmiaent danger. On the 
Dutchess being introduced to the chamber, she was shocked at 
the alterations, but embracing her tenderly, hoped she might 
yet bespared to them for yeitrsto come. That is a cruel wish 
my dear child, replied the invalid ; if you know how happy I 
feel at the prospect before me, tears would not obscure that 
lovely face; she then joined the hands of the Duke andDu^hew* 
said, may angels above receive your vows; and bless your nup- 
tial life ! Then also uniting her hands of her son with Lady 
EUincourt's, she said, love her Edmund, as she deserves'; you 
are amiable, but she is worthy of you ! The Duke and Lord 
Ellincourt tenderly embraced their wives, who returned their 
caresses with kindred feelings ; and the young people tb^, at 
her desire kneeling down, received her solemn benediction, 
and were dismissed the chamber, as she expressed a with to rest. 
Fanny then songht her motlicr, who had been reluctantly forced 
lo retire, by the absolute command of her husband, and solici- 
tations of her friends, from the bed side of her beloved Aunt ; 
whom she had attended for the hist two nights and days, to take 
^' ^ort repose, but in vain, and she eagerly welcomed bet 

The Dowager fell into such a calm slumber, that it lasted 
'two hours, and inspired favourable hopes. Alas ! it was the 
prelude of speedy dissolution. She expired in the arms of Mrs. 
Hamilton, whom she sincerely loved; exclaiming! bless you 
dearest diild of a beloved, a murdered brother ; ray ever re- 

ctlcd Duiliam. 
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TTitiS eipired this excellent woman, whose Jasl moments wer* 
reodered still more btippy, by tho pious consolalion of the rec- 
tor, Dr. Woodward, who on the following- Sunday preached an 
excellent funeral sermon, lo the memory of the deceased lady, 
at which nol only eyeiy member of her own family attended, 
bill the dinrch was crowded by the parishioners, the majority 
ofwhom were dresl in mourning', out of repect to one, whose 
virtues will long' be held iu remembrance, and held up for ex- 
ample lo the risingf generation.  

Lord Ellincourtwho had the highest veneration for his late 
mother, provided for all her pensioners and domeslica, and par- 
ticnlarly for Mr. Norris, who had been her butler fifty years, 
and was now past servitude ; for this man ho purchased a neat 
cottage, and a plot of ground, and annexed to it a liberal annn> 
ity, which rendered the possessor vcrj- happy. 

About this time a friend of Lord Ellincourfs arrived frM^fl 
abroad, and brought with him Fanny, the identieallittle do^ •!..', 
whom his lordship had been so fond. Sir Henry Amberseley 
had met with the animal in Paris along wilh John Robertins, 
who had been accused of stealing some plate from his Lordship, 
and on being accosted quietly resigned him. The st^acions 
quadruped on being introduced to Ellincourt, immediately re- 
cognised him, and manifested the utmost joy on the occasion" 

After a few weeks had elapsed, Pemberton Abbey became 
once more tho scene of festive mirth. Lady Ellincourt pre-* 
sented her Lord with a sou and heir ; and soon after the Dntch- 
css gave birth to a danghter, as lovely as herself, and the re- 
ceived numerous congratulations nn the occasion. 

Mrs. Barlowe, the imperious Mrs. Barlowe, after tyranising 
over all, with whom she had any power, after a series of years, 
died suddenly of an apoplectic fit. Her worthy husband sur- 
vived her seven years, and died universally esteemed and re- 
spected, especially by Fanny, to whom he had behaved with 
the most christian-like deportment. Their eldest daughter 
live dand died abroad, she was a woman who possessed no natu- 
ral feeling, and therefore had not the least inclination to revi 
her native land, or behold the relations and friends of h 
childhood ; she was happy with her husband ; as he begrudj 
her nolhing, and as lUcro wa, no want of money, thcr 




THE UTTLE MENDICANT. MT 

discontent ; each pnrsuingr their own inclinalions. The sisler 
the amiable Emily, fully secured the affections of I^rd Elliu- 
court by Iier tender, oblig'ing' assiduities, and the uniform tenor 
of her conduct. Tliej had several children, and they educated 
them in the best manner. Our heroine, the charming Fanny- 
was likewise blessed by Providence with numerous pledges of 
their mutual love. She was an affectionate mother, and her off- 
spring inherited iho virtues of their excellent parents. Would 
wivea be happy like Fanny, let them study to behave as she did. 
Every man is not a similar_character to the Duke of Albemarle, 
but almost every man mig'hl be made to resemble him in a de- 
gree, would women conform to their tempers and respect, as it 
deserves, the matrimonial vow. Mr.andMrs. Hamilton lived 
manyyearsto enjoy felicity, and thought themselves amply re- 
compensed for former trials in present happiness, and the hope 
of future bliss. Sir Henry Ambcrsley shortly married Lady 
Margaret Noland, a female of distinguished beauty and sense, 
with whom he was very happy. Lady Momington, in about 
a year and a half after their nuptials, presented Sir Everard 
with twins, a lovely boy and a girl. This couple grew more 
and more domesticated ; their time was divided between town 
and country, and their dispositions were such that they derived 
enjoyment from both. Amelia still preserved the sprightlineas 
that was natural to her character, but was entirely divested of 
its volubility. Sir Everard totally forsook the pleasures of 
shooting and thediase, and commenced a rational life. As to 
the arrogant Miss Bridewell, she continued to reign at Myrtle 
Grove, and was wisely denominated the female Hector of the 
place. The piousDr. Woodward died in a few years, and was 
interred with all possible respect. The honest Mr. Norris re- 
tired to the cottage appropriated for his use, blessing the name of 
the benevolent donor. He lived in it twenty years, thus reach- 
ing tlie astonished period of a hundred. Here conclndea Iho 
Blory of the Lovely Fanny. 

FINIS. 
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